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BRIDGE OF CLAY
Markus Zusak
The Book Thief garnered international 
acclaim and made Markus Zusak a 
household name. Thirteen years on, the 
many readers who have been waiting for 
his next book have been rewarded with 
this very different but equally wonderful 
novel. A multi-generational Australian family 
saga, Bridge of Clay is largely narrated by 
Matthew, the eldest of five brothers, though 
it centres on the actions of the idiosyncratic 
middle child, Clay, and his desire to 
construct an object of beauty as a way of 
coping with family tragedy and dealing 
with its complex legacy. Heart-wrenching 
for all the right reasons, Bridge of Clay is 
indubitably worth the wait. NB: Hardback 
available only while stocks last.

CEDAR VALLEY
Holly Throsby
When Benny Miller arrives in the small town 
of Cedar Valley, she is searching for answers. 
Benny’s late mother was a mystery to her, 
and she hopes that this town holds the key 
that will unlock the many secret parts of her 
mother’s life. While Benny is searching for 
the truth about her mother, another outsider 
arrives in town – a mysterious, well-dressed 
man who sits down in front of the town’s 
antique shop and dies. Who was he and 
what was he doing in Cedar Valley? Throsby 
is perhaps best known as a musician, but 
not for long – the way she intertwines the 
mysteries of Cedar Valley will leave you 
fully immersed in this delightful novel, 
which paints a lovely portrait of small-town 
Australian life and community.

THE FRAGMENTS
Toni Jordan
Oh, the twist at the end! It’s the perfect 
finish to this mystery about a lost book 
and the secrets of its famous young 
author. Inga Karlson’s first book captivated 
its readers in the 1930s, but just before 
her second was due to be published, she 
and the book perished in a fire, leaving 
only a few fragments. In 1980s Brisbane, 
Caddie Walker meets a woman who seems 
to know the words that went up in smoke. 
Meanwhile, in the 1930s, book-loving 
Rachel escapes her family and moves to 
New York. In alternating narratives, Caddie 
tries to find out more about the fragments 
as the connection between Rachel and 
Inga slowly emerges. There’s delicious 
romance amongst the intrigue, and 
Jordan’s portraits of the two contrasting 
settings are pitch-perfect.

THE BUS ON THURSDAY 
Shirley Barrett
An absurdist contemporary rom-com about 
cancer, life as a newly single woman and 
making a tree change? Huh? With The Bus 
on Thursday, Shirley Barrett delivers an 
unorthodox but highly entertaining novel that 
draws on disparate influences – everything 
from Bridget Jones to The Exorcist and Twin 
Peaks – to tell the story of Eleanor Mellett, 
freshly single and thoroughly traumatised 
from the ordeals associated with her 
treatment for breast cancer. Moving to a 
remote mountain hamlet, she interacts with 
a bizarre cast of characters, including a 
highly sexed vacuum-cleaner salesman and 
an exorcism-obsessed friar. Barrett delivers 
the narrative in the form of Eleanor’s private, 
savagely funny and surprisingly poignant 
blog, ensuring an entertaining read.

THE GIRL ON THE PAGE 
John Purcell
Former Sydney bookseller John Purcell 
published his previous novels, the Secret 
Lives of Emma trilogy, under the pseudonym 
of Natasha Walker, but there are a number 
of similarities between those books and 
this: strong female characters, lots of sex, 
fast-paced narrative and sly humour. Set 
in London, The Girl on the Page follows 
‘hard-drinking, bed-hopping, hot-shot young 
book editor’ Amy Winston as she attempts 
to coax literary great Helen Owen to deliver 
a long-overdue novel. Purcell’s story is full 
of barbed references to the contemporary 
publishing world, but it also raises serious 
questions about how writers can retain their 
artistic integrity while at the same time 
meeting the business-focused requirements 
of modern publishing houses. 

THE BUTCHERBIRD 
STORIES
A S Patrić
Before the release of the Miles Franklin–
winning Black Rock White City, AS Patrić 
honed his craft via writing short stories. 
In this collection, he returns to short-form 
writing, and the result is a collection that 
feels accomplished and mature. Some of 
these stories have familiar settings, others 
travel further afield to different times and 
foreign places. What these stories have 
in common is a clarity of language, and 
emotional complexity. As in many of his 
previously published works, The Butcherbird 
Stories sees Patrić focusing his attention on 
migrant experiences – something he does 
very well. This is fiction that will stay with 
you long after you’ve turned the final pages.

THE CLOCKMAKER’S 
DAUGHTER 
Kate Morton
Bestselling novelist Kate Morton (The 
Distant Hours, The Lake House) delivers 
another engaging read with her sixth novel, 
which follows Elodie Winslow, a young 
archivist working in contemporary London, 
as she seeks to uncover the story behind 
two seemingly unrelated items found in 
an old satchel: a sepia photograph of a 
woman in Victorian clothing, and an artist’s 
sketchbook containing the drawing of 
a twin-gabled house. The house seems 
familiar to Elodie, and as she first identifies 
it and then researches its history, she 
uncovers a story of 19th-century murder, 
mystery and thievery.

THE HELPLINE 
Katherine Collette
Fans of Graeme Simsion’s The Rosie Project 
and Gail Honeyman’s Eleanor Oliphant is 
Completely Fine are highly likely to enjoy 
Katherine Collette’s debut novel, which 
is heartwarming and humorous in equal 
measure. Germaine Johnson is an insurance 
probability outcomes mathematician who 
is more comfortable with pie charts and 
sudoku puzzles than she is with other 
people. She’s also in need of a job. When 
she eventually gets a position working on 
the senior citizens helpline at the local 
council, Germaine soon realises that Mayor 
Verity Bainbridge wants to rope her into 
a secret project to close the local senior 
citizens centre. But as Germaine gets to 
know – and like – the local senior citizens, 
the probability of her life getting complicated 
increases. And so too does her happiness.

Picador  
HB WAS $39.99 
NOW $32.99 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

Text PB $29.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

Fourth Estate PB 
$32.99

Transit Lounge PB 
$29.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$32.99

Text PB $29.99

THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE
Alice Nelson
Beautifully poised and finely structured, 
this stunning novel traces the effects of 
trauma on mothers, and the trauma that 
absent mothers inflict on their children. At 
the same time it is a celebration of hope, 
goodness and love of all kinds. Alice Nelson 
has skilfully woven together multiple stories 
of displacement, loss and abandonment in 
this, her second novel. Marina was born on 
a kibbutz where children were the property 
of the community rather than their parents, 
living communally in ‘the Children’s House’. 
Constance is a refugee from the massacre in 
Rwanda, so traumatised she can’t summon 
any feeling for her young son. Reading about 
their – and Nelson’s other characters’ – lives 
is deeply moving.

THE ENIGMATIC  
MR DEAKIN
Judith Brett  
Text PB $34.99
Brett’s masterful biography 
of Alfred Deakin – scholar, 
spiritualist and Australia’s 
second prime minister – 
won the 2018 National 
Biography Award.

THE LIFE TO COME
Michelle de Kretser  
Allen & Unwin PB $22.99
This year’s Miles 
Franklin Award went 
to this meditation on 
intimacy, loneliness and 
our flawed perception 
of other people.

FLIGHTS
Olga Tokarczuk  
Text PB $32.99
This novel of linked 
fragments connected by 
themes of travel and human 
anatomy was awarded 
the 2018 Man Booker 
International Prize.

MILKMAN
Anna Burns  
Faber PB $29.99
Set in Northern Ireland 
during the Troubles, Burns’ 
confronting and mordantly 
humorous novel won this 
year’s Man Booker Prize.

HOME FIRE
Kamila Shamsie  
Bloomsbury PB $19.99
Awarded the 2018 Women’s 
Prize for Fiction, this 
powerful reimagining of 
Sophocles’ Antigone is set 
against the backdrop of 
contemporary London.

TRACKER
Alexis Wright  
Giramondo PB $39.95
Winner of the 2018 Stella 
Prize, this memoir takes 
as its subject Aboriginal 
leader, political thinker 
and entrepreneur Tracker 
Tilmouth.

LESS
Andrew Sean Greer  
Abacus PB $19.99
Humorous and wise, Greer’s 
novel about growing older 
and the essential nature of 
love was awarded the 2018 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction.

THE YELLOW HOUSE
Emily O’Grady  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
The Australian/Vogel’s 
Literary Award for 2018 
went to this powerful 
novel about the legacies 
of violence and the 
possibilities of redemption.
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WAS $32.99 
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MAN OUT OF TIME
Stephanie Bishop  
Hachette PB $29.99
A novel about inheritance 
and self-destruction by 
the author of the much-
admired The Other Side 
of the World.

HOPE SHINES
Brotherhood of St Laurence
Selected by Quentin Bryce, Cate Blanchett 
and Kate Grenville, the 10 short stories 
in Hope Shines were shortlisted for this 
year’s Hope Prize, an annual literary award 
given by the Brotherhood of St Laurence for 
writing that transcends stereotypes of ‘the 
poor’ and ‘reflects the resilience that people 
show in the face of poverty and testing 
times’. The stories selected pay tribute to 
the strength and dignity of disadvantaged 
Australians, finding humour and pathos in 
the most challenging of circumstances, 
including poverty, homelessness and 
violence. They offer, in Blanchett’s words, 
‘powerful perspectives on the world at large 
from unique and authentic voices’. This is an 
urgent collection of affecting and beautifully 
written short fiction, and a celebration of 
hope in dark times.

NINE PERFECT STRANGERS
Liane Moriarty
Moriarty’s international bestsellers often 
tackle thought-provoking subjects, and 
her latest novel is no exception. Using her 
extraordinary ability to understand what 
makes us all tick, Moriarty introduces us 
to nine strangers who gather at a remote 
health resort aiming to lose weight, recharge 
relationships or simply conquer deepfelt 
despondencies. Amidst all of the luxury 
and programming, a challenge is set by the 
resort’s proprietor that will change their 
attitudes, and maybe their lives. One of 
this author’s great skills is making every 
character achingly familiar, and she does 
this marvellously here. To reveal any more of 
the plot would be to impinge on your reading 
pleasure, so all we will say is that Nine 
Perfect Strangers is both a page-turner and 
a joy to read. 

2028
Ken Saunders
Debut novelist Ken Saunders takes the 
mickey out of anything and everything to 
do with Australian politics in this sharp 
and wickedly funny read. Set in the near 
future, it follows Prime Minister Fitzwilliam 
as he decides to call a snap election. The 
signs seem auspicious: his cabinet team is 
adequate (just), the howling protests after 
the Medicare changes have finally died 
down and, best of all, the Australian Greens 
are in receivership. But then, in a most 
unexpected and unwelcome development, 
he is faced with an effective opposition that 
doesn’t play by the usual rules…

MATRYOSHKA 
Katherine Johnson
Family, secrets, violence and refuge – 
big themes are addressed in the latest 
novel by Tasmanian writer Katherine 
Johnson (The Better Son). Abandoned 
as a baby by her mother and brought up 
by her grandmother, a Russian post-war 
immigrant, Sara Rose returns to Tasmania 
after her grandmother’s death to raise 
her own daughter in her childhood 
home. When Sara meets an Afghani 
refugee separated from his beloved wife 
and family, she decides to try to repair 
relations with her mother – so opening 
a Pandora’s box of dangerous secrets 
passed down through generations. A 
powerful meditation on maternal love, 
beautifully written.

TWO OLD MEN DYING
Tom Keneally
Ambitious doesn’t even begin to describe 
Tom Keneally’s latest book. The venerable 
novelist has created parallel narratives of 
two old men dying: one an 82-year-old 
filmmaker with oesophageal cancer living 
in modern-day Sydney; the other a learned 
man who was the first to be ritually buried in 
what is now Australia 42,000 years ago, an 
imagined equivalent of Mungo Man. Keneally 
has created a new kind of language for 
Learned Man’s thoughts as he discovers his 
fate. And while the author warns this is not 
a roman-à-clef, it’s hard not to see Keneally 
in the filmmaker. More than anything, this 
novel is about mortality and humanity – and 
the relationship between the two.

MONKEY GRIP
THE CHILDREN’S BACH 
Helen Garner Text HB $29.99 each
These two novels from Garner’s early writing 
career are now undeniably part of the canon 
of Australian literature. Presented here 
in gorgeous new hardback editions, they 
include new introductions by Charlotte Wood 
for Monkey Grip and by Ben Lerner for The 
Children’s Bach. In Monkey Grip, Garner’s 
first novel, we meet Nora and Javo who live 
in a communal household in Melbourne’s 
Fitzroy. Athena and Dexter, the subjects of 
The Children’s Bach, live in more traditional 
domesticity. Both books expose fault lines 
in these relationships with unflinching 
honesty. And they tell us much more about 
life besides, especially for women. Familiar 
treasures for some, delights yet to be 
discovered for others.

SHELL
Kristina Olsson
This masterfully written historical novel 
of mid-century Australia will be one of 
the most captivating books you read this 
summer. Shell tells the story of three people 
living in Sydney in the 1960s: Pearl, a 
progressive journalist with a terribly sad past 
who is trying to save her estranged teenage 
brothers from the draft; Axel, a young 
Swedish glassmaker trying to make sense of 
his new antipodean home; and Jørn Utzon, 
the famous architect behind the Sydney 
Opera House. This is such a dreamy read 
– Olsson’s prose flows beautifully, and her 
storytelling is perfectly paced. Shell is the 
kind of historical novel that slowly casts its 
spell over you, transporting you effortlessly 
to a different era. 

THE YEAR OF THE FARMER
Rosalie Ham
It may initially appear as if this novel is 
solely about the inhabitants of a small 
Australian farming town stuck in the drought 
years. However, Rosalie Ham’s new novel is 
more than an exposé of a suffering town’s 
population; it is also a political commentary 
on the issue of water distribution. It’ll take a 
woman to fix that misery, and in the manner 
of The Dressmaker, her much-loved debut 
novel, Ham introduces us to the woman  
who may be able to do so: Neralie, who 
is back in town to run the local pub. Ham 
writes about lost loves, families, friendships 
and the pain of being isolated. Her ability 
to capture a character is gloriously evident, 
as is her innate warmth and witticism. A 
delightful read.

Simon & Schuster 
PB $19.99

Macmillan PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Allen & Unwin  
PB $29.99

Ventura PB 
$29.99

Vintage PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB WAS $35  
NOW $29.99

Picador PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

PRESERVATION
Jock Serong
Making an unexpected move from the crime 
and thriller genres that he has previously 
impressed us in, Jock Serong now turns 
his deft hand to historical fiction, retelling 
the true story of the wreck of the Sydney 
Cove in 1797. When a fishing boat picks 
up three survivors of the shipwreck not far 
from Sydney, the men say they’ve lost 14 
others as they’ve walked hundreds of miles, 
but their story raises as many questions 
as it answers. Lieutenant Joshua Grayling 
investigates, and the answers he finds are 
disturbing. As the tension increases, he 
wonders whether his own family’s survival 
is hanging by a thread. Serong is a master 
at balancing plot-driven narratives with 
thoughtful questions about life and how we 
live it, and with Preservation he cements his 
place amongst Australia’s best writers.

Text PB $29.99

BOY SWALLOWS  
UNIVERSE
Trent Dalton   
4th Estate PB $32.99
Dalton’s magnificent coming-
of-age novel addresses 
themes of love, crime, magic 
and fate, and is bound to 
figure prominently in next 
year’s awards lists.

A SUPERIOR SPECTRE
Angela Meyer  
Ventura PB $29.99
Straddling centuries and 
genres, Meyer’s impressive 
debut novel is a dark mix 
of ghost story, historical 
drama and dystopian 
fiction overlaid with topical 
contemporary themes.

COLLECTED  
SHORT FICTION
Gerald Murnane  
Giramondo PB $34.95
A welcome new collection 
of the highly regarded 
Australian writer’s shorter 
works of fiction, most of 
which have been out of 
print for decades.

TOO MUCH LIP
Melissa Lucashenko  
UQP PB $29.95
The latest novel by the author 
of Mullumbimby balances 
her trademark wisecracking 
comedic writing with moving 
and incisive representations 
of contemporary Indigenous 
politics and struggle.

FLAMES
Robbie Arnott  
Text PB $29.99
Set in Tasmania, this 
poetically written tale of 
grief and love and the 
bonds of family is one of 
this year’s most original 
Australian novels.

THE TRUE COLOUR  
OF THE SEA
Robert Drew  
Hamish Hamilton HB $29.99
These 11 short stories 
from an Australian master 
of the genre tackle the 
big themes of life: love, 
loss, desire, family, 
ageing and humanity.

THE SHEPHERD’S HUT
Tim Winton  
Hamish Hamilton HB  
WAS $39.99 NOW $34.99
Winton writes about 
what it takes to keep 
love and hope alive  
in a parched and  
brutal world.
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FOE
Iain Reid  
Simon & Schuster PB $29.99
Canadian writer Reid delivers 
a page-turning psychological 
thriller about a married 
couple given an opportunity 
of a lifetime. Or is it?

BERTA ISLA
Javier Marías
The latest novel by celebrated Spanish 
novelist Javier Marías will command 
your attention and refuse to let it go. The 
sinuous sentences snake around your mind 
and lodge there; the story is captivating. 
Berta Isla’s childhood sweetheart and then 
husband Tomàs Nevison is recruited into 
the secret service while he’s at Oxford and 
Berta is left alone in Madrid during his long 
absences. Through this stark scenario, 
Marías explores so much: loyalty, marriage, 
politics and – perhaps most of all – how 
individuals can shape or be shaped by the 
universe. Berta Isla is a spy novel without 
a typical spy plot and wears its literary 
references (especially to TS Eliot) lightly. 

HOUSE OF NAMES
Colm Tóibín
With his 11th novel, the author of the much-
loved Brooklyn turns his narrative eye in a 
new direction, adapting ancient Greek myth. 
In House of Names, Colm Tóibín draws on 
the house of Atreus, a family whose lives 
and exploits were first depicted in Homer’s 
Iliad. Tóibín takes these classical tales and 
reinvigorates them with emotion, pathos 
and resonance. He unsparingly explores 
the ruinous relationships and the fatal 
tragedy of his characters and their stories, 
including husband and wife Agamemnon 
and Clytemnestra, their son Orestes and 
daughters Iphigenia and Electra.

LIKE A SWORD WOUND
Ahmet Altan
Journalist and novelist Ahmet Altan has 
been imprisoned in Turkey since September 
2016, sentenced to life imprisonment for 
sending ‘subliminal messages’ to encourage 
the coup d’état attempt against the AKP 
government. His manifestly unjust fate 
has been widely decried both inside and 
outside Turkey, and Europa’s decision to 
publish his fifth novel Kılıç Yarası Gibi (Like 
a Sword Wound) in English will hopefully go 
some way to raising global awareness of 
Altan’s dire situation and bolster calls for his 
release. The first in his ‘Ottoman Quartet’, 
which spans a 50-year period in the late 
19th century and early 20th century, the 
novel follows the interconnected lives of 
three main characters in the years leading 
up to the Young Turk revolution in 1908, and 
its setting, Istanbul, is evoked in all of its 
beautiful and corrupt majesty. 

EVENING IN PARADISE
WELCOME HOME 
Lucia Berlin 
Clearly a woman before her time, Lucia 
Berlin started to write her six collections of 
short stories in the early 1960s, but didn’t 
see them published until the early ’80s. 
Her work only achieved broad success 
when A Manual for Cleaning Women was 
published in 2015, 11 years after her 
death. Now there’s a further selection of 
her short fiction, published as Evening 
in Paradise, while Welcome Home is 
a collection of previously unpublished 
autobiographical writing she was working 
on at the time of her death, but which she 
had begun 70 years earlier. 

LOVE IS BLIND
William Boyd
Few writers working today are as reliably 
excellent as Scottish author William Boyd. 
His 2002 novel Any Human Heart is his 
most admired work, but even his thrillers 
(Waiting for Sunrise, Solo) are widely 
lauded. Boyd’s latest work, Love is Blind, is 
notable for its finely wrought characters and 
wonderful evocations of place – the action, 
which centres around Scottish piano-tuner 
Brodie Moncur and Lika, a Russian opera 
singer, involves a diverse cast of characters 
and travels from Scotland to Paris, Nice, 
St Petersburg, Trieste, Biarritz and the 
Andaman Islands. Brodie’s love for Lika 
traps him in ‘a maddening cycle of strange 
unhappiness’ that is matched by ill health, 
as he battles tuberculosis. This is a skilled 
and highly refined novel, full of compassion 
and insights into the human condition.

FRIDAY BLACK
Nana Kwame  
Adjei-Brenyah 
This debut short story collection explores 
imbalances of power, the impact of 
contemporary racism and the unbridled 
consumerism of modern society. Nana 
Kwame Adjei-Brenyah’s 12 urgent and 
unique stories have attracted praise 
from the likes of Roxane Gay and George 
Saunders for their sharp satirical edge and 
brilliantly original concepts. By veering into 
unreality, Adjei-Brenyah holds up a mirror 
to the real world that is all the more bracing 
and its revelations more devastating. No 
target is spared as Adjei-Brenyah identifies 
and dissects the nightmare of present-day 
capitalism, revealing the corrupt dystopia 
lurking beneath its shiny surface. 

KILLING COMMENDATORE
Haruki Murakami
In his epic, unsettling new novel, Haruki 
Murakami demonstrates his trademark 
mastery of the profound and the surreal. A 
painter seeks refuge from Tokyo after his 
wife leaves him, retreating to the home of a 
famous artist atop a rural mountain. Here he 
paints and ruminates, before the discovery 
of a strange painting in the attic begins a 
mysterious series of events. What follows 
is a dizzyingly ambitious and inventive 
riff on The Great Gatsby, one that is equal 
parts an absurdist coming-of-age story and 
bizarre supernatural jaunt, complete with 
capricious spirits and ghostly bells. Killing 
Commendatore is Murakami’s 14th novel, 
and it returns to many of the themes he has 
circled around over the course of his career, 
including jazz music, metaphysical rabbit 
holes and the meaning of art. 

THE MINISTRY OF  
UTMOST HAPPINESS
Arundhati Roy
The follow-up to Roy's Booker Prize–
winning debut The God of Small Things, 
this novel depicts the sweep of history 
and the significance of individual lives 
against larger political events in modern 
India. Roy explores singular and collective 
acts of resistance to unjust and oppressive 
circumstances – whether in the form of the 
transwoman Anjum struggling to make a life 
for herself, or architect-activist Tilo, seeking 
love and independence for herself and her 
people. Despite its deep engagement with 
history and politics, elements of myth and 
fable suffuse the book, making The Ministry 
of Utmost Happiness a dreamlike, playful 
and empathetic read.

Hamish Hamilton 
PB $32.99

Picador HB  
WAS $29.99 
NOW $13.95

Europa PB 
$24.99

Picador HB 
$34.99 EACH

Viking PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Riverrun HB 
$26.99

Harvill Secker  
HB WAS $45 
NOW $39.99

Hamish Hamilton 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $13.95

THE INCENDIARIES
R O Kwon
An act of domestic terrorism serves as 
the catalyst for this electrifying fiction 
debut, which has echoes of Donna Tartt’s 
The Secret History. Will Kendall attempts 
to reconstruct the events that led to this 
shattering incident, starting with his arrival 
at the prestigious Edwards University and 
his initial meeting with fellow student, 
Phoebe Lin, who has since disappeared. 
Fresh from Bible College and grieving 
his newly lost faith, Will falls in love with 
Phoebe and watches as she, nursing her 
own losses and secrets, is drawn into a 
secretive extremist cult with ties to North 
Korea. One of the most buzzed-about books 
of 2018, The Incendiaries is a devastating 
and lyrical tale that asks urgent questions 
about today’s world.

Virago HB $35

AT DUSK
Hwang Sok-yong  
Scribe PB $27.99
Set in Seoul, this novel by 
one of Korea’s foremost 
writers follows architect Park 
Minwoo as he reconsiders 
professional and personal 
decisions he has made in 
the past.

DRIVE YOUR PLOW OVER 
THE BONES OF THE DEAD
Olga Tokarczuk  
Text PB $29.99
This subversive noir novel 
from the winner of the 2018 
Man Booker International 
Prize is set in a remote Polish 
village, and deals with issues 
including animal rights and 
religious hypocrisy.

CHINA DREAM
Ma Jian  
Chatto & Windus HB $32.99
The latest work by the 
writer described as 
‘China’s Solzhenitsyn’ is 
a biting satire of Chinese 
totalitarianism, told in poetic 
and powerful language.

FAREWELL, MY ORANGE
Iwaki Kei  
Europa PB $22.99
This moving and 
optimistic debut novel 
is about immigrant 
women Salimah and 
Sayuri, who are forging 
new lives in Australia.

CLOCK DANCE
Anne Tyler  
Chatto & Windus PB $32.99
Tyler introduces us to Willa, 
a middle-aged woman who 
decides it’s time to choose 
her own path in life rather 
than following one laid out 
for her by others.

THE FEMALE PERSUASION
Meg Wolitzer  
Chatto & Windus PB $32.99
The latest novel from the 
author of The Interestings 
is an immersive work about 
ambition, power, women, 
friendship and finding our 
place in the world.

CRIMSON
Niviaq Korneliussen 
Virago PB $27.99
Set in Greenland, this novel 
is about a group of friends 
on the cusp of adulthood 
who are exploring life and 
establishing queer identities.
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MY YEAR OF REST  
AND RELAXATION
Ottessa Moshfegh  
Jonathan Cape PB $35
Moshfegh is one of the most 
interesting young novelists 
in contemporary America. 
Her latest novel is about a 
young woman’s experiment 
in narcotic hibernation.

NORMAL PEOPLE
Sally Rooney
Smart, funny, insightful and oh-so-
contemporary: Sally Rooney’s novel 
Conversations with Friends wowed the 
critics and excited readers when it was 
published in 2017. Her latest novel, Normal 
People, has done the same – and then 
some. In it, we meet Marianne and Connell 
when they are at school. Marianne is a 
loner, a rich girl considered weird by her 
schoolfellows. Popular Connell is the son 
of a single mother who cleans Marianne’s 
family home. Both clever, they begin an 
under-the-radar relationship that continues 
off and on through their final year in school 
and then through the years when they 
study at Trinity College in Dublin. Their deep 
vulnerabilities and mutual fascination form 
the base of Rooney’s narrative, and are 
recounted with compassion and acuity. 

THE SILENCE OF THE GIRLS
Pat Barker
Reviewers have described Part Barker’s 
latest novel as a feminist Iliad, which is 
fitting, but The Silence of the Girls is more 
than that – it’s a classic in its own right, 
and one of the best novels of 2018. Barker 
(The Regeneration Trilogy) tells the story of 
19-year-old Briseis, Queen of Lyrnessus, 
who is given to Achilles as a spoil of war 
after the fall of her city. Working as a slave 
alongside many other captured women, she 
must cope with her role as Achilles’ ‘bed-
girl’ while witnessing the horrific battle being 
waged between the Greeks and Trojans. 
Briseis fears for both her own future and that 
of the Trojan women who may suffer her fate 
in the near future. And readers, by extension, 
will ponder the fate of women throughout 
history, and into the future. 

OHIO 
Stephen Markley
This ambitious debut from newcomer 
Stephen Markley is a literary novel 
that dissects the issues that plague 
contemporary Middle America. Set after 
the Global Financial Crisis, the book follows 
the lives of four people with vastly different 
stories, but who are for various reasons 
all returning to the town they grew up 
in: New Canaan, Ohio. Markley expertly 
draws together the many threads of his 
protagonists’ lives – these are people who 
have grown up in a place constantly at war, 
both literally in Iraq and figuratively in terms 
of race, class and politics, and these many 
conflicts have impacted them gravely. Big, 
sprawling and intelligent, Ohio is a novel 
that looks closely at US culture today. 

THE WAITER
Matias Faldbakken
The Hills is an august establishment 
that’s seen better days. A grand European 
restaurant, it is attended by a highly strung 
waiter with a keen eye for detail and a 
love of routine. The restaurant attracts 
its regulars, and the waiter knows them 
all: he admires the well-tailored suits of 
Mr Graham, anticipates the after-dinner 
tipple of the widow, and lends an ear to 
the philosophical ramblings of Edgar, who 
dines with daughter Anna. But when a 
young woman unexpectedly shows up 
very late for dinner one night, the waiter’s 
carefully controlled microcosm is thrown 
into disarray. 

PARIS ECHO
Sebastian Faulks
The author of Birdsong returns to France 
for this thoughtful and eminently readable 
novel. In 2006, Moroccan teenager Tariq and 
American academic Hannah are in Paris in 
search of an understanding of the past. Both 
experience ‘echoes’ of history – perhaps 
ghostly, perhaps real, perhaps something 
between the two. Tariq explores Paris 
through the Metro (chapters are named 
after stations); Hannah through recordings 
of women who lived through WW2. Fully 
in control of his material, Faulks gives us 
a close-up on Paris both now and in the 
past, and also zooms out to give us a broad 
perspective on history – making us think not 
just about what happened but also how the 
past echoes in the future. 

TRANSCRIPTION
Kate Atkinson
Since the 1995 publication of her debut 
novel Behind the Scenes in the Museum, 
British writer Kate Atkinson has assumed 
the status of that very rare creature – a 
novelist of literary fiction who can also claim 
bestseller status. If you are a fan of her 
interlinked novels Life After Life and A God in 
Ruins, you’ll also enjoy Transcription, a sort-
of spy thriller set in London during and after 
WW2. There are big themes and questions 
at work here – how actions both personal 
and collective always have consequences, 
what patriotism really signifies, what makes 
a life worthwhile – but Atkinson’s story 
of neophyte intelligence operative Juliet 
Armstrong and her infiltration of a group of 
Nazi sympathisers is far from portentous, 
with its author using a wry, almost chatty, 
tone and presenting us with a protagonist 
who is both flawed and relatable.

Faber PB $29.99

Hamish Hamilton 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Faber PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB $24.99

Doubleday HB 
$29.99

Hutchinson PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Doubleday PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Two Roads PB 
$32.99

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 
Harper Lee  
& Fred Fordham
This classic novel of racial prejudice in 
small-town America has been adapted into 
graphic novel format, endorsed by Harper 
Lee’s estate and illustrated by British artist 
Fred Fordham. Scout Finch and her older 
brother Jem are catapulted from their 
innocent, carefree childhood when their 
father, principled lawyer Atticus Finch, 
defends a black man accused of raping 
a white woman. The complexities of the 
story are vividly rendered in Fordham’s 
artwork, without losing the moral nuance 
and evocative atmosphere of Lee’s original 
novel. This lively adaptation is filled with 
character and empathy, and will appeal to 
readers of all ages.  

William 
Heinemann HB 
$35

FRENCH EXIT
Patrick deWitt  
Bloomsbury PB $29.99
This riotous send-up of 
high society by Canadian 
novelist Patrick deWitt is 
also a moving story about 
mothers and sons.

LITTLE
Edward Carey   
Gallic PB $29.99
Madame Tussaud narrates 
this wry, macabre and 
unforgettable novel 
about her strange and 
extraordinary life and times.

A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW
Amor Towles  
Windmill PB $19.99
Towles’ novel about an 
unrepentant aristocrat 
sentenced by a Bolshevik 
tribunal to spend the rest 
of his life in the attic room 
of a Moscow hotel is a 
comic masterpiece.

THE MARS ROOM
Rachel Kushner  
Jonathan Cape PB $32.99
Kushner, whose prose has 
been compared to Don 
DeLillo’s, has written a 
powerful novel offering a bold 
and unsentimental panorama 
of life on the margins of 
contemporary America.

IF CATS DISAPPEARED 
FROM THE WORLD
Genki Kawamura  
Picador PB $18.99
The Devil makes this novel’s 
terminally ill narrator a 
special offer: in exchange 
for making one thing in the 
world disappear, he can have 
one extra day of life. And so 
begins a very bizarre week…

MELMOTH
Sarah Perry  
Serpents Tail PB $29.99
The latest novel by the 
author of the bestselling 
The Essex Serpent is 
a masterly piece of 
postmodern gothic.

LAKE SUCCESS
Gary Shteyngart  
Hamish Hamilton PB $32.99
In his latest novel, 
Shteyngart (Super Sad 
True Love Story) takes 
us on a satirical road trip 
through Trump’s very 
bizarre America.
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UNSHELTERED
Barbara Kingsolver
Writing in the New York Times, novelist 
Meg Wolitzer describes Unsheltered as a 
‘densely packed and intricately imagined 
book…about a world that we keep befouling 
through ignorance, greed or incompetence’. 
Kingsolver’s masterfully constructed dual 
narrative focuses on two families – one 
in the 19th century and the other in the 
present day – who live in the same house in 
Vineland, New Jersey. Originally established 
as a utopian community, Vineland in the 21st 
century is anything but, and Kingsolver (The 
Poisonwood Bible) constructs a powerful 
metaphor about the problems of modern-
day America from this story of a once grand, 
but now almost derelict house.

A WELL-BEHAVED WOMAN
Therese Anne Fowler
Alva Vanderbilt was an extraordinary 
woman, remembered for her role within 
the American women’s suffrage movement 
in the early 20th century. In this colourful 
imagining of her life, Therese Anne Fowler 
(Z: A Novel of Zelda Fitzgerald ) follows Alva's 
life from the time when she marries into 
one of America’s great Gilded Age dynasties, 
the Vanderbilts. Alva’s life as a Vanderbilt is 
privileged but restricted by society’s notions 
of acceptable behaviours for women, and 
when she eventually rebels, she does so 
in a fashion that will have a lasting impact. 
This is a cracker of a story, expertly told by 
an author who has clearly researched her 
subject thoroughly.

Q 2. What is 'sprezzatura' ?
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THE SPOTTED DOG
Kerry Greenwood  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
Taking a break from her 
Phryne Fisher novels, 
Greenwood returns to the 
adventures of baker and 
sleuth Corinna Chapman, who 
in this outing investigates a 
dangerous, dognapping gang 
of drug runners.

HEAVEN SENT
Alan Carter
The fourth book in Carter’s Detective 
Sergeant Cato Kwong series finds the 
detective a sleep-deprived but deliriously 
happy new father. Ripped from domestic 
bliss by a series of grisly murders, he sets 
to work tracking down a ruthless killer 
targeting rough sleepers in Fremantle. As 
the case unfolds, Cato begins to realise 
that as he gets closer to uncovering the 
murderer, the murderer is also moving 
closer to him. The winner of the Ned Kelly 
Award for Best First Fiction and Ngaio 
Marsh Award for Best Crime Novel, Carter 
has been hailed as a writer of ‘crime fiction 
at its best’ (The Australian).

THE LOST MAN
Jane Harper
In outback Queensland, a man walks into the 
desert without supplies or human contact. 
A day later, he is dead. In the aftermath, his 
two brothers attempt to find out what went 
wrong as long-buried family secrets begin to 
resurface. What follows is a gripping crime 
novel that taps into the gothic aspects of 
the Australian landscape, layering a classic 
mystery plot against the sinister backdrop 
of dust, dirt and heat. Jane Harper’s first 
two crime books, The Dry and Force of 
Nature, were both international bestsellers 
and The Lost Man reaffirms every accolade 
she’s received. The biggest crime read of 
the summer, it’s sure to both satisfy existing 
fans and win Harper new readers.

PAST TENSE
Lee Child
Tense is the word, as Jack Reacher makes 
his 23rd outing since being created by 
British crime giant Lee Child in 1997. In 
this latest novel, Reacher plans a classic 
American road trip, but instead soon takes 
a turn-off to the past, stumbling across 
the town where he always believed his 
father was born. He soon discovers there 
are no records of anyone called Reacher 
ever living there. At the same time two 
young Canadians are heading to New 
York with something to sell, but find 
themselves marooned in a motel. Some of 
the tension lies in wondering how the two 
narratives will converge, but there’s good 
old-fashioned action and mystery here, 
too. Child punches out his sentences with 
power, and often humour. 

KILL SHOT
Garry Disher
Garry Disher’s anti-hero Wyatt has been 
kicking around since 1991, winning over 
readers despite – or perhaps because of – 
his criminality. Now he’s back in his ninth 
thriller, planning to steal a pile of cash from 
a white-collar crook who might be about to 
go on the run. Despite the patient thought 
and care Wyatt puts into planning and 
executing his heist, not everything happens 
as he hopes, and there’s an old-school 
copper who’s got him in his sights. Disher’s 
plotting is as careful as Wyatt’s thinking – 
everything fits perfectly, though of course 
readers can’t see exactly where it’s going.  

WEDDERBURN
Maryrose Cuskelly
Wedderburn, a small farming community 
in North Central Victoria, made national 
headlines in 2014 when a local man 
stabbed his young neighbour, Greg Holmes, 
to death, before shooting and killing 
Holmes’ mother and her husband. The 
apparently senseless act of violence left 
the small community in a state of shock. 
As she unspools the threads of resentment, 
aggression and small-town grievances that 
led to the triple-murder, Maryrose Cuskelly 
reveals the tangled relationships and real-
life characters at the centre of the crime, 
as well as the flawed and muddy legal 
processes that ensued. In the tradition of 
Helen Garner’s true-crime writing, Cuskelly 
is deeply invested in understanding why 
the tragic incident occurred. Her chilling 
and forensic account of the crime and its 
aftermath is utterly enthralling.

KILLING EVE:  
NO TOMORROW
Luke Jennings
Fans of the English television series starring 
Sandra Oh and Jodie Comer may want 
to read this second volume in Jennings’ 
Codename Villanelle novella series while 
waiting for the second season of the TV 
show to be released. No Tomorrow opens 
in Venice, where assassin Villanelle is doing 
what she does best. But Eve Polastri is close 
on her heels – and also close to identifying 
Villanelle’s mysterious employers. This 
fast-paced thriller is set in Venice, London, 
Moscow and the Tyrol, and follows the two 
women as their duel of wits unfolds and 
their mutual obsession grows. Jennings 
never pauses the action or relieves the 
tension – and the end of this volume is sure 
to have you anxiously waiting for the release 
of volume three.

NOVEMBER ROAD
Lou Berney
November, 1963. Frank Guidry is a low-level 
mobster, and the only person alive who 
knows who really killed JFK. On the run and 
en route to Las Vegas, Guidry crosses paths 
with the beautiful Charlotte, a mother of 
two small children who is fleeing her own 
troubled past in the form of an alcoholic 
husband and the stifling domesticity of 
small-town life. These two unlikely fugitives 
find solace in one another and in the 
promise of the road, but on their trail is 
the ruthless culprit behind the president’s 
assassination. Set in the aftermath of John F 
Kennedy’s death, November Road is a tense 
thriller, a moving love story and a portrait of 
a nation in mourning for a devastating loss 
that would define a generation. 

THE WYCH ELM
Tana French
American-Irish author Tana French has 
written some of the most assured and 
intelligent crime novels of recent years, and 
her many devotees have been waiting with 
bated breath for her seventh novel to hit the 
shelves. Putting aside the Dublin Murder 
Squad for this story, French introduces Toby, 
who moves to his uncle’s rambling house 
to recover after a violent attack that has 
left him physically and mentally damaged. 
Then human remains are found in the trunk 
of an old elm tree in the garden and, during 
the police investigation that ensues, Toby is 
forced to examine everything he thought he 
knew about his family, his past, and himself. 

Fremantle PB 
$29.99

Macmillan PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Bantam PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

Text PB $29.99

Allen & Unwin  
PB $29.99

John Murray PB 
$29.99

HarperCollins PB 
$32.99

Viking PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

MAN AT THE WINDOW
Robert Jeffreys
When a boarding master at an exclusive 
boys’ school in Perth is shot dead, it is 
deemed an accident. Detective Sergeant 
Cardilini, constantly drunk since the death 
of his wife, is sent to write up the report. 
His bosses expect him to conduct a cursory 
investigation and sign off on the verdict 
of accidental death, but Cardilini, riled 
by the privileged arrogance of the school 
authorities and students, doesn’t comply. 
As he starts to investigate in earnest, the 
school’s dark secrets begin to emerge. But 
is his dogged pursuit of justice helping or 
harming those most affected by the death? 
The first in a series set in 1960s Western 
Australia, Man at the Window has a topical 
plot and a sympathetic main character.

Echo PB $29.99

DARK SACRED NIGHT
Michael Connelly  
Connelly PB $32.99
LAPD Detective Renee Ballard 
(The Late Show) and retired 
detective Harry Bosch team 
up to solve a cold-case 
murder that may have been 
the work of a serial killer who 
still stalks the streets.

THE NOWHERE CHILD
Christian White  
Affirm PB $32.99
A cracker of a crime 
debut, White’s tale of 
trauma, cult, conspiracy 
and memory is set in 
Kentucky and features an 
Australian protagonist. 

DINNER WITH THE 
DISSIDENTS
John Tesarsch  
Affirm PB $29.99
The KGB encourages young 
writer Leonid Krasnov 
to infiltrate Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn’s inner circle of 
dissidents. Years later, now 
living in Australia, Leonid 
seeks to make amends.

SCRUBLANDS
Chris Hammer  
Allen & Unwin PB $32.99
This compelling and 
original crime novel from 
a former political journalist 
and Dateline reporter is 
set in a fictional Riverina 
town at the height of a 
devastating drought. 

GREEKS BEARING GIFTS
Philip Kerr  
Quercus PB $19.99
Bernie Gunther’s 13th 
outing, and sadly the final 
book from his talented 
creator, Philip Kerr.

THE SPITE GAME
Anna Snoekstra  
HQ PB $29.99
Ava knows that she needs 
to put the past behind her, 
but she can’t – not until 
she’s exacted precise, 
catastrophic revenge on 
the people who mercilessly 
bullied her at school.

DEADLIER
Sophie Hannah (ed)  
Head of Zeus HB  
WAS $44.99 NOW $19.99
This volume of 100 of the 
best crime stories written 
by women covers a huge 
range of authors, genres 
and settings. 
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WORDS THAT GO PING
Barbara Lasserre  
Allen & Unwin HB $24.99
A journey through the 
delightful world of 
onomatopoeia (words that 
mimic sounds), showing how 
these often ancient words 
reveal unexpected things 
about the way we think, 
speak and act.

BEST SUMMER STORIES
Aviva Tuffield (ed)
Who doesn’t love kicking back with an 
excellent book over the summer holidays? 
In this collection of short fiction from 
Black Inc, there is something for everyone. 
Emerging writers are well represented, but 
so are more established writers such as 
Chris Womersley, Stephanie Bishop and 
Elliot Perlman (just to name a few). As well 
as a range of writers, this collection spans 
a number of genres, settings and literary 
styles: there are office stories, migrant 
stories, stories about love, adventure and 
domesticity. One of the many benefits of 
short-story collections is that they can be 
easily picked up and put down again: these 
stories are perfect for enjoying between dips 
in the pool, in a sunny beer garden, even on 
a sleepless summer night. 

NOTES FROM A  
PUBLIC TYPEWRITER
Michael Gustafson  
& Oliver Uberti (eds)
One day, the owners of the Literati 
Bookstore in Ann Arbor, Michigan, decided 
to put a typewriter in the shop for customers 
to use. Notes from a Public Typewriter is the 
result of this social experiment. People of 
all kinds left notes, including confessions, 
poems, jokes and even a marriage proposal. 
Punctuating the customers’ anonymous 
notes are chapters written about daily life in 
the shop, and the impact the typewriter had 
on this. It’s a lovely account of how a piece 
of obsolete machinery made an impact 
on people’s lives, gave them a chance for 
catharsis and brought them together.

SPEECHES OF NOTE
Shaun Usher (ed)
It is rare for the written word to match 
the captivating energy of a wonderful 
speech, and it’s this energy that gives great 
speeches the capacity to drive incredible 
change and inspire the masses. The 
wisdom of politicians, poets, musicians 
and activists from all around the world is 
brought together in this wonderfully curated 
volume. From Julia Gillard’s fiery take-
down of misogyny in Australian politics, to 
North Korean human-rights activist Yeonmi 
Park’s shocking revelation about life in her 
former home nation, to the moving words of 
emancipated slave and abolitionist Sojourner 
Truth on women’s rights, Speeches of Note 
places some of the greatest speeches in 
human history side by side. An empowering 
book that is very difficult to put down. 

THE END OF THE END  
OF THE EARTH
Jonathan Franzen
Literary giant Jonathan Franzen returns 
with his first book in five years, a sharp and 
provocative essay collection. The award-
winning author of The Corrections, Freedom 
and Purity gathers essays and speeches 
written in the past few years that examine 
very human concerns. Franzen explores 
his young adulthood in New York, climate 
change, Edith Wharton and a complex 
relationship with an uncle; he also returns 
to his lifelong passion, birdwatching. Many 
readers will enjoy his timely analysis of 
some of the most important issues of our 
day, and writers will be interested in ‘Ten 
Rules for a Novelist’, which he originally 
penned for The Guardian.  

THE WORLD WAS WHOLE
Fiona Wright
In this collection of essays, poet and essayist 
Fiona Wright (Small Acts of Disappearance) 
scrutinises her personal relationships to art, 
love, home, animals and illness, as well as 
the shared anxieties of our era, including 
real estate tensions and the stresses 
of financial precarity. The essays range 
geographically from the leafy streets and 
private eating disorder clinics of Sydney, 
to a writers’ festival in Iceland and the 
smog-choked urban spaces of Shanghai – 
exploring the everyday minutiae of Wright’s 
life with candour and intensity. Written with 
perceptiveness, elegance and clarity, The 
World Was Whole is a revealing collection 
rooted in Wright’s abiding curiosity about the 
world she inhabits.

HEROES
Stephen Fry
Comedian, contrarian and raconteur Stephen 
Fry returns his incisive wit to Greek myths 
with Heroes, the dazzling companion volume 
to the bestselling Mythos. Guided by Fry’s 
wry storytelling, we encounter Jason on 
his quest for the Golden Fleece, Atalanta 
being raised by bears, Oedipus attempting 
to solve the riddle of the Sphinx, and 
Bellerophon capturing the winged horse 
Pegasus. We meet heroes who embark on 
bold adventures, outwit vengeful gods, and 
overcome monstrous perils. Fry’s references 
to modern music and literature make this an 
accessible and highly entertaining volume 
that brings new light to ancient myths.

AN OPEN BOOK
David Malouf
This brand-new collection of poems, the 
majority of which have never been published 
before, is sure to captivate and enliven 
Malouf’s many devoted readers. An Open 
Book offers new revelations on themes that 
have gripped the author throughout his long 
and celebrated career, including memory 
and morality. Malouf’s peerless command 
of language and keen observational powers 
shine through in these concise, elegant 
offerings. With a smattering of sparse 
details, he transforms the ordinary into 
the extraordinary: a loaf of bread becomes 
the rising sun; the commonplace garden 
is reimagined as a landscape thriving with 
grave danger. Packaged in a gorgeous 
hardcover format, An Open Book will be at 
home on any literary reader’s bookshelf.

THE WRITER’S MAP
Huw Lewis-Jones (ed)
For any reader who’s ever wished they could 
live inside a fictional world, this atlas of 
imaginary lands is a trove of delights and 
an escape to fantastic places. Acclaimed 
writers, artists and illustrators – including 
Phillip Pullman, Chris Riddell and David 
Mitchell – share the creative inspiration and 
cartographic processes of creating fictional 
maps, and the challenges of ensuring 
they faithfully represent their written 
counterparts. Rough drafts and sketchbook 
pages show the painstaking process of 
inventing geography and locating stories 
within it, while this book’s lavish full-colour 
reproductions and illustrations can make the 
imaginary worlds seem more real than our 
own. From Treasure Island to Narnia, from 
Tolkien to Hogwarts, The Writer’s Map has 
something to delight and captivate every 
adventurous reader and armchair traveller.

Black Inc PB 
$29.99

Scribe HB $26.99

Hutchinson HB 
$49.99

4th Estate PB 
$32.99

Giramondo PB 
$29.95

Michael Joseph  
PB WAS $35 
NOW $29.99

UQP HB $29.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB $55

THE ODYSSEY
Homer, as translated  
by Emily Wilson
English classicist Emily Wilson is the first 
woman to publish a major translation of 
Homer’s epic poem, and her version has 
been widely lauded. The Guardian’s reviewer 
Charlotte Higgins assessed its publication as 
being a cultural landmark, one that exposes 
centuries of masculinist readings of the 
poem and will change our understanding of 
the work for ever. But Wilson’s translation 
is notable for more than this; in her safe 
hands, Homer’s tale of Odysseus’ 10-year 
voyage home after the fall of Troy makes 
the most of the approachable and resonant 
language of the original, giving the story 
a contemporary readability that is sure to 
attract a new generation of devotees.  

Norton PB $26.95

ANCIENT SKIES
David Weston Marshall 
Norton HB $35.95
A retelling of the Greek 
myths associated with the 
constellations of the northern 
hemisphere, as well as the 
history of how the ancient 
Greeks lived their daily lives 
underneath them.

MEETINGS WITH 
REMARKABLE 
MANUSCRIPTS
Christopher de Hamel 
Penguin PB $29.99
De Hamel visits collections 
of illuminated manuscripts in 
different parts of the world 
and explores the historical 
and intellectual significance  
of 12 great manuscripts.

COLLECTED POEMS
Les Murray  
Black Inc HB $59.99
This new and updated  
edition of Murray’s collected 
poems displays the full  
range of his poetic art.

MYTHOS
Stephen Fry  
Michael Joseph PB $22.99
Fry reimagines the Greek 
myths for a contemporary 
audience, delighting readers 
with stories of gods, 
monsters and mortals. 

INADVERTENT
Karl Ove Knausgaard  
Yale HB $27.99
Part of Yale University 
Press’ ‘Why I Write’ series, 
Inadvertent provides generous 
insight into the creative 
process of the award-winning 
Norwegian novelist.

SEA PRAYER
Khaled Hosseini  
& Dan Williams   
Bloomsbury HB $24.99
A moving illustrated short 
story paying tribute to the 
thousands of refugees 
who’ve lost their lives at 
sea, by the author of The 
Kite Runner.

KAFKA’S LAST TRIAL
Benjamin Balint  
Picador PB $29.99
A biographical portrait of 
Kafka and the influential 
group of writers and 
intellectuals known as the 
Prague Circle, as well as an 
account of the controversy 
surrounding the fate of his 
unpublished manuscripts.
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A HONEYBEE HEART  
HAS FIVE OPENINGS
Helen Jukes  
Scribner HB $35
A quietly powerful 
memoir detailing a novice 
beekeeper’s year of keeping 
honeybees and learning 
much about herself and the 
world in the process.

BECOMING
Michelle Obama
As the First Lady of the United States of 
America, Michelle Obama made a big 
impact. From 2009 to 2017, the former 
lawyer worked both alongside her husband 
and independently to champion causes that 
she believed would positively impact the 
lives of others. And while her fashion sense 
drew comparisons with Jackie Kennedy 
and her impeccable good manners with 
Barbara Bush, Michelle was a unique and 
decidedly unforgettable leader. Becoming 
is her story in her own words. This memoir 
explores her childhood in Chicago, the 
challenges and joys of motherhood, 
favourite authors, and more.

LET HER FLY
Ziauddin Yousafzai
Malala, the Pakistani activist for girls’ 
education who was shot by the Taliban 
in 2012 and awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2014, has already penned her 
own story. This book is her father’s tale. 
Ziauddin Yousafzai was himself a principled 
activist both before and after Malala’s birth, 
fighting for education for all and determined 
to challenge the patriarchal society he 
was born into, both before and after the 
Taliban’s arrival in his part of Pakistan. Here, 
he discusses his personal beliefs about 
gender equity, family and human kindness. 
Most of all he talks about his daughter’s 
determination to right wrongs, aided but 
never forced by him. 

PAPA GOOSE
Michael Quetting
When animal scientist Michael Quetting 
agreed to help gather data about a gaggle 
of goslings, he had no idea of the emotional 
and physical journey that would ensue. The 
bonding process began before the eggs 
had hatched, with Quetting subsequently 
imprinting himself onto the birds from 
birth and teaching them to love and trust 
him as their ‘Papa Goose’. Soon he found 
himself spending every day with the birds: 
swimming with them, cuddling and falling 
asleep with them, accompanying them on 
flights in his plane. And as he strove towards 
landmark scientific breakthroughs in animal 
research, Quetting came to appreciate the 
birds’ individual personalities. This quirky 
and delightful true story of an inter-species 
family will tug at your heartstrings and give 
you a new perspective on geese and, by 
extension, animals generally.

INSOMNIA
Marina Benjamin
Counting sheep, watching the pre-dawn 
light creep across the wall – for sufferers 
of insomnia, the long nights it engenders 
is the stuff of waking nightmares. Marina 
Benjamin is intimately familiar with the 
condition, and her book is a meditative 
examination of attitudes and ideas about 
insomnia throughout history, mingled with 
her own experience fighting to reclaim the 
elusive state of sleep – while each night 
her husband snores blissfully beside her. 
Drawing on cultural, philosophic, artistic and 
societal responses to insomnia, Benjamin 
asks what our inability to sleep can tell us 
about ourselves and our relationships to 
others. A lyrical, thoughtful book.

VICTORIA THE QUEEN
Julia Baird
‘Most teenagers are given an allowance; 
she was given a kingdom.’ Ruling from the 
tender young age of 18, and surviving eight 
assassination attempts and the births of nine 
children, Queen Victoria became known for 
her iron will and her adoration for husband 
Prince Albert. However, years of censorship 
within the royal archive have led to many 
other aspects of her life being overlooked. 
In this captivating feminist biography, Julia 
Baird uses official records and previously 
withheld documentation to uncover the true 
power of this diminutive woman (who ruled 
alone for another 39 years after Albert died), 
reclaiming the ‘domestic’ matters thought 
too trivial for the official record, and giving 
equal attention to the highs and lows of the 
monarch who until recently held the record 
for longest-serving royal.

JOURNEYS TO THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE WORLD
David Attenborough
Between 1954 and 1964, a young and 
inexperienced naturalist in search of strange 
and elusive animals enlisted the aid of 
the BBC and the London Zoo in funding a 
number of expeditions around the world. 
Three books written about these Zoo 
Quest expeditions to Guyana, Paraguay 
and Indonesia formed the base of 2017’s 
Adventures of a Young Naturalist (Two Roads 
PB $22.99), and now this second volume 
sees the naturalist – still young, though 
slightly less inexperienced – traverse New 
Guinea, Madagascar, the Pacific Islands and 
Australia. Attenborough’s original texts have 
been updated as little as possible since their 
original publication and provide fascinating 
insight into the recent past. His wonderment 
and enthusiasm are plainly evident in 
these pages, especially when describing 
the animals he encounters.

NAPOLEON: THE MAN 
BEHIND THE MYTH
Adam Zamoyski
When Sir Antony Beevor describes a history 
book as a ‘masterpiece’, we should probably 
sit up and pay attention. Adam Zamoyski 
draws us in from his very first words, 
listing what he sees as all the different 
characterisations of Napoleon: godlike 
genius, Romantic avatar, evil monster, 
nasty little dictator. Not just one myth, 
but many. Zamoyski delivers a portrait of 
someone he sees as an ordinary man who 
did some extraordinary things and was 
perhaps a symptom of his times. 

THE WHITE DARKNESS
David Grann
Henry Worsley was a man obsessed with 
the Antarctic. An ex-soldier, his greatest 
passion was adventure and exploration. In 
2008, Worsley and a team of other Antarctic 
explorers set out to follow in the steps of 
Ernest Shackleton and reach the South Pole. 
While Shackleton never actually made it to 
the Pole, Worsley and his team did. Several 
years later, Worsley left on another expedition 
– this time, he planned to cross the Antarctic 
continent alone and unaided. The White 
Darkness tells the story of this extraordinary 
explorer, and of this dangerous and daring 
solo expedition. David Grann (The Lost 
City of Z ) is a powerful writer of narrative 
nonfiction, and here he tells a gripping tale of 
adventure, dedication and endurance.

Viking HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $39.99

WH Allen PB 
$27.99

Black Inc PB 
$29.99

Scribe HB $27.99

HarperCollins HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $22.99

Two Roads HB 
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

HarperCollins 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Simon & Schuster 
HB $29.99

MAD, BAD, DANGEROUS  
TO KNOW
Colm Tóibín
Joyce, Wilde and Yeats are three of the most 
famous men in Irish literary history. All three 
led lives that were at times considered 
unconventional or risqué, and all three were 
raised by troubled fathers. William Wilde 
was a highly successful medical practitioner 
who became embroiled in a very public 
court case. John Stanislaus Joyce was a 
drunk who couldn’t manage money, and 
who eventually drove his family away. John 
Butler Yeats was a talented artist who died 
alone in a New York boarding house. In this 
unconventional biography, Irish novelist 
Colm Tóibín tells the stories of these men, 
and how each writer’s relationship to their 
father affected the way they lived their own 
lives, and shaped their art.

Picador HB 
$29.99

ALWAYS ANOTHER 
COUNTRY 
Sisonke Msimang  
Text PB $32.99
Born in exile, the daughter 
of South African freedom 
fighters, Msimang has moved 
between Africa, America 
and Australia. Here, she 
writes about her life journey, 
feminism, race and politics.

DARLING WINSTON
David Lough  
Head of Zeus HB $59.99
An edited collection of 
letters between Churchill 
and his mother Jennie 
spanning a 40-year period 
and following Winston’s 
extraordinary career.

ALWAYS LOOK ON THE 
BRIGHT SIDE OF LIFE
Eric Idle  
Weidenfeld & Nicolson PB 
$32.99
One of the founding members 
of Monty Python reflects 
on the meaning of his own 
life in this entertaining 
memoir, which is littered with 
anecdotes from his career.

EDUCATED
Tara Westover  
Windmill PB $19.99
Raised in a survivalist 
household in Idaho, 
Westover’s life path took 
her from furtive self-
education to Harvard and 
Cambridge. An inspirational 
tale of self-invention.

ANNE FRANK’S DIARY
Anne Frank, Ari Folman  
& David Polonsky  
Viking PB $29.99
The first-ever graphic version 
of Anne Frank’s diary, adapted 
by Israeli film director and 
screenwriter Ari Folman and 
illustrated by David Polonsky.

EGGSHELL SKULL
Bri Lee  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
The story of Bri Lee’s journey 
through the Australian legal 
system, first as the daughter 
of a policeman, then as a 
law student and judge’s 
associate, and finally as a 
complainant in her own case.

CALYPSO
David Sedaris  
Little Brown PB $29.99
In his latest volume of short 
stories, one of the world’s 
best-loved humorists sets 
his formidable powers of 
observation on middle age 
and mortality.
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WARLIGHT
Michael Ondaatje  
Jonathan Cape PB $29.99
The latest work by one of 
the world’s most admired 
novelists is set in post-WW2 
London and deals with 
themes of memory, family 
secrets and lies.

BELONGING
Simon Schama
Historian Simon Schama (Finding the Words: 
The Story of the Jews 1000 BCE–1492 CE) 
blends cultural history with vibrant personal 
story to present his second volume of the 
history of the Jews. Beginning with the 
expulsion from Spain in 1492, we meet 
rabbis, philosophers, a Venetian poetess 
and a general in Ming China. And we travel 
to the starlit hills of Galilee, the rivers 
of Colombia, the kitchens of Istanbul in 
caravels, stagecoaches and railways. With 
extraordinary wit, Schama – the University 
Professor of Art History and History at 
Columbia University – also incorporates his 
own family stories and personal memories.

EREBUS: THE  
STORY OF A SHIP
Michael Palin
Missing for over 150 years, HMS Erebus 
vanished in 1846 while on an expedition to 
chart the fabled Northwest Passage. Fast 
forward to 2014, and the wreck of a sailing 
ship was discovered in the icy depths of 
the Canadian Arctic. In this book, former 
Monty Python funny man and television 
global explorer Michael Palin goes down 
a maritime rabbit hole to discover the 
remarkable story of a ship that had sailed 
to the Antarctic on a four-year Royal Naval 
expedition in 1839 and returned in one 
piece, only to perish less than a decade later 
in the frozen waters of the Arctic.

NEW JERUSALEM
Paul Ham
In his latest book, Australian historian Paul 
Ham moves away from his usual 20th-
century military history to recount the 
extraordinary and horrifying history of ‘New 
Jerusalem’, a 16th-century community 
established by the little-known Melchiorites, 
a radical Anabaptist sect convinced that they 
were God’s Elect. In 1534, the Melchiorites 
seized the European city of Munster, 
expelled Catholics and Lutherans, and 
ushered in new laws including polygamy, 
trial by fire and a communist system of 
shared property. Their new home was 
soon subjected to a long and brutal siege, 
during which they were shut off from the 
world, periodically attacked and then slowly 
starved. Ham recounts their revolt – one 
of the first of the Reformation – in an 
accessible manner, making this book a great 
choice for those who enjoy both history and 
historical fiction.

CELESTIAL EMPIRE
Nathan Woolley
In 2016, the National Library of Australia 
partnered with the National Library of 
China to bring the public an exhibition that 
showcased artworks depicting daily life in 
China during the Qing dynasty, a period of 
over 350 years. This book showcases the 
works exhibited, with additional commentary 
that explains the historical and cultural 
contexts of each piece, interpreting the 
illustrations and manuscripts to give 
21st-century readers a clear idea of how 
Chinese people living in this period worked, 
worshipped, practised healthcare and 
celebrated special occasions. Folk tales are 
also included, giving an insight into how 
lessons were shared between generations. 

ROME: ETERNAL CITY
Ferdinand Addis
Condensing the 2500-year history of one of 
the world’s most important and influential 
cities in 600-odd pages is a challenge that 
many writers would baulk at, but English 
journalist Ferdinand Addis appears to have 
relished the challenge. Addis, who read 
Classics at Oxford, has presented readers 
with a carefully researched but eminently 
readable account of pivotal episodes in 
Roman history – everything from Romulus 
and Remus and the Ides of March, to the 
marriages of Lucrezia Borgia, Michelangelo’s 
creation of the Sistine Chapel ceiling, Benito 
Mussolini’s dark regime and Federico Fellini’s 
cinematic documentation of the hedonistic 
post-WW2 years. 

THE COLOUR OF TIME: 
A NEW HISTORY OF THE 
WORLD 1850–1960
Dan Jones & Marina Amaral
A collaboration between English medievalist 
Dan Jones (The Plantagenets, The Templars) 
and Brazilian artist Marina Amaral, who 
specialises in the colourisation of historical 
photographs, The Colour of Time brings a 
century of history to life. Together, they’ve 
selected 200 originally monochrome photos 
to put a new perspective on the iconic 
people, places and events that tell the story 
of the modern era. Dan Jones’ chapter intros 
and captions provide insightful context 
and form a narrative across the decades, 
spanning the Crimean to Cold wars, the 
steam age to the space age. In turn, 
Amaral reveals the thoughtful and exacting 
approach to her colourisation of black-and-
white images.

LIVING WITH THE GODS
Neil MacGregor
Religion has inspired some of the world’s 
earliest and best art. Based on the 
award-winning BBC Radio 4 series and 
an exhibition at the British Museum, Neil 
MacGregor (A History of the World in 100 
Objects) writes a compelling and rich 
text examining mankind’s beliefs in the 
supernatural. He traces how different 
societies have expressed themselves 
through religion and how institutionalised 
spirituality has become such a central part 
of politics, global conversation and art. 
With sumptuous illustrations and evocative 
accompanying visual analysis, MacGregor 
brings objects from the British Museum’s 
vast collection to life.

THESE TRUTHS 
Jill Lepore
Award-winning historian and New Yorker 
writer Jill Lepore has undertaken a 
mammoth task in this sweeping one-volume 
history of the United States, which opens in 
1492 and ranges over five centuries, all the 
way up to Trump’s election. The book’s title 
refers to the three political ideals outlined 
by Thomas Jefferson in 1776 (i.e. equality, 
natural rights and popular sovereignty), and 
in its pages Lepore investigates how these 
original tenets have evolved since their 
inception. By taking a step back to examine 
the big picture, Lepore draws surprising 
connections between key moments and 
figures over the years, and offers timely  
new revelations about the so-called ‘land  
of the free’.  

Jonathan Cape PB  
WAS $35  
NOW $14.95

Random House  
PB WAS $35 
NOW $29.99

William 
Heinemann HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

NLA PB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $14.95

Head of Zeus HB 
WAS $59.99 
NOW $49.99

Head of Zeus  
HB WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

Allen Lane HB 
WAS $65  
NOW $59.99

Norton HB 
$56.95

HALF THE PERFECT WORLD
Paul Genoni &  
Tanya Dalziell
Between 1955 and 1964, the Greek island 
of Hydra was home to a small community 
of expatriates described by authors Paul 
Genoni and Tanya Dalziell as ‘writers, 
dreamers and drifters’. Their book’s title is 
taken from a song written by one member 
of this artistic community, Canadian poet 
and musician Leonard Cohen, and his life 
on Hydra is chronicled here. However, the 
central characters – and the ones on whom 
Genoni and Dalziell concentrate – are 
Australian writers George Johnston and 
Charmian Clift, whose Hydra lives were 
characterised by precarious finances, 
marital infidelity and escalating alcoholism. 
Liberally illustrated with photographs by LIFE 
photographer James Burke, Half the Perfect 
World documents a fascinating period in the 
history of Australian bohemianism. 

Monash PB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

A HISTORY OF THE WORLD  
IN SEVEN CHEAP THINGS
Raj Patel & Jason W Moore  
Black Inc PB $34.99
Subtitled ‘A Guide to Capitalism, 
Nature, and the Future of  
the Planet’, this book argues  
that crises have always  
provided fresh opportunities  
to make the world cheap and 
safe for capitalism.

RED MOON
Kim Stanley Robinson 
Orbit PB $32.99
The new sci-fi novel from 
the author of the Mars 
trilogy tells the compelling 
story of the first colony on 
the moon.

SEASHAKEN HOUSES:  
A LIGHTHOUSE HISTORY 
FROM EDDYSTONE TO 
FASTNET
Tom Nancollas  
Particular HB $39.99
A fascinating history of 
Britain’s historic rock 
lighthouses. 

THE STRANGER DIARIES
Elly Griffiths  
Quercus PB $29.99
Fans of Griffiths’ Dr  
Ruth Galloway mysteries 
are sure to enjoy her 
latest novel, a gripping 
contemporary  
Gothic thriller.

MONTY PYTHON’S  
FLYING CIRCUS:  
HIDDEN TREASURES
Adrian Besley  
Carlton HB WAS $59.99  
NOW $24.95 
The treasures here include 
words, photographs, 
illustrations, a foreword by the 
Pythons and removable Python 
memorabilia including posters.

THE TATTOOIST  
OF AUSCHWITZ
Heather Morris  
Echo PB $29.99
Full of beauty and hope, 
Morris’ novel is based on 
years of interviews she 
conducted with real-life 
Holocaust survivor and 
Auschwitz-Birkenau tattooist 
Ludwig (Lale) Sokolov.

PICNIC IN THE STORM
Yukiko Motoya  
Corsair HB $29.99
A collection of short 
stories from one of 
Japan’s most inventive 
and admired young 
fiction writers.
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Scribe PB $32.99

BEST AUSTRALIAN 
POLITICAL CARTOONS 2018
Russ Radcliffe (ed)
The best political cartoons act as a circuit 
breaker – providing humour and relief, 
as well as revealing critical new insight 
into timely events. Launched in 2003, the 
annual Best Australian Political Cartoons 
series exists as a time capsule of sorts – 
documenting each year as observed by 
Australia’s funniest and most perceptive 
political cartoonists. The series is curated 
and produced by editor Russ Radcliffe, who 
has also worked on collections for some of 
Australia’s best political cartoonists. This 
year’s edition features contributions from 
Dean Alston, Peter Broelman, Pat Campbell, 
Andrew Dyson, John Farmer, First Dog on 
the Moon, Matt Golding, Fiona Katauskas, 
Mark Knight, Jon Kudelka, Alan Moir, David 
Pope, David Rowe, Andrew Weldon, Cathy 
Wilcox, Paul Zanetti, and more.

GOODNIGHT TRUMP 
Erich Origen  
& Gan Golen
Following on from the success of 
Goodnight Bush, Erich Origen and 
Gan Golan have collaborated on 
another sharply satirical update 
of Margaret Wise Brown’s 1947 

classic tale, Goodnight Moon – this time all 
about the controversial 45th President of the 
United States. Readers are invited inside the 
golden bedroom of the White House to say 
goodnight to the very stable genius himself. 
The sly references to world events, such 
as the presence of some Russian friends, 
will be enjoyed by those who are feeling 
overwhelmed by the recent news. The 
book’s pitch-perfect parodying of Brown’s 
soothing incantations and Clement Hurd’s 
nostalgic illustrations make it one of the best 
of the recent slew of joke books about the 
current incumbent of the White House.

THE NEW SILK ROADS
Peter Frankopan
Published in 2015, The Silk Roads offered 
a major reassessment of world history, 
compelling us to look at the past from a 
different perspective. Now, this new and 
updated edition addresses the present 
and future of a world that is changing 
dramatically. In an age of Brexit and Trump, 
the themes of isolation and fragmentation 
permeating the Western world stand in 
sharp contrast to events along the Silk 
Roads since 2015, where ties between 
Europe, Russia, the Middle East and China 
have been strengthened and mutual 
cooperation established. Frankopan looks at 
the network of relationships being formed 
today, assessing the global reverberations 
of these continual shifts in the centre of 
power – all too often absent from headlines 
in the West. 

TRIGGER WARNINGS
Jeff Sparrow 
One of Australia’s most prominent left-wing 
writers and editors, Jeff Sparrow is known 
for writing that both interrogates and 
challenges, and this book certainly does 
both. In Trigger Warnings, he analyses the 
angry populism that is prospering in the 
Western world, a populism that explicitly 
targets ideas associated with the left and 
categorises them as ‘political correctness’. 
Should the left abandon political correctness 
and everything associated with it to 
reconnect with a working class it has 
alienated and turn the tide on right-wing 
populism? Here, Sparrow suggests a 
different path, positing the possibility of a 
new kind of politics – one that moves away 
from the binary rhetoric being bandied about 
so freely today. 

BOYS WILL BE BOYS
Clementine Ford
With her 2016 call to arms, Fight Like a Girl 
(Allen & Unwin PB $29.99), we learnt that 
Clementine Ford is a force to be reckoned 
with. In Boys Will Be Boys, Ford picks apart 
the detritus that toxic masculinity leaves 
behind. This engaging and impactful book 
questions how sweet little boys grow up to 
become violent and aggressive men, and 
Ford attempts to answer this from multiple 
angles: as a feminist, as a woman who has 
been subject to toxic behaviour by men (in 
real life and online), and as a mother raising 
a son. With this book, Ford is prompting 
people to start having conversations with 
each other about the societal impacts of 
traditional notions of masculinity, and how 
we can change our culture for the better.  

RAGE BECOMES HER
Soraya Chemaly
In this transformative work, writer and 
activist Soraya Chemaly details the systemic 
ways in which female rage is stifled and 
trivialised by society, from birth through 
to adulthood. Chemaly argues for women 
to embrace their anger, both as a rational 
response to the world around them and as 
a powerful tool with which to enact change. 
Her blending of personal experience with 
hard data sourced from in-depth interviews 
and scientific research makes for an 
engaging and persuasive read. This is not 
a book about vengeance or causing harm, 
but rather, an exploration of how this oft-
repressed emotion can ultimately become 
a positive force. Rage Becomes Her is an 
unapologetic and empowering polemic that 
feels especially timely in 2018. Chemaly 
deserves to be read widely.

21 LESSONS FOR  
THE 21ST CENTURY
Yuval Noah Harari
The bestselling author of Sapiens and Homo 
Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow is back 
with a thoughtful look at what he identifies 
as the 21 most important challenges and 
changes in the modern world. These include 
technological shifts, the place of liberalism 
in our political landscape, and the role of 
humans and corporations in building an 
optimistic and meaningful future. Compelling 
and deeply researched, this book takes a 
wide view of history and culture, sharing 
an intimate understanding of what’s going 
on right now and how we got here. It paints 
an accessible, shocking and at times darkly 
humorous portrait of the challenges of our 
time. In response, it empowers readers 
through both individual hope and pragmatic 
guidance in finding meaning despite the 
world’s rapid, continual change.

THE FIFTH RISK
Michael Lewis
In his latest work, Michael Lewis (The Big 
Short, Flash Boys) transports readers into 
the trenches of government. He narrows 
in on how three unglamorous but critically 
important US federal departments – those 
of energy, agriculture and commerce – have 
been systematically derailed by the Trump 
administration. While bureaucracy may not 
seem like a subject to inspire passion, Lewis 
has a remarkable gift for spinning dry and 
complicated true stories into riveting page-
turners, and The Fifth Risk is a uniquely 
positioned call-to-action for the modern 
age. The horror of this book is not found 
in Trump’s personal behaviour, but in the 
practical impacts of his ignorance and the 
lack of leadership. Described as a ‘love letter 
to federal workers’ by The Washington Post, 
this timely book has the potential to change 
minds and hearts.

HOW TO BE A FRIEND
Marcus Tullius Cicero
HOW TO BE FREE
Epictetus
Princeton HB $34.99 each
These handsomely repackaged new editions 
of two famous texts from the Roman era 
feature the original Latin and Greek on 
alternate pages. How to Be a Friend is a 
brand-new translation by Philip Freeman 
of politician and philosopher Cicero’s 
remarkable treatise on friendship, which 
was originally published as Laelius de 

Amicitia (or simply De Amicitia). Translated by leading classical 
scholar AA Long, How to Be Free features a selection of teachings 
from former slave and Roman Stoic philosopher Epictetus, including 
his celebrated guide to the Stoic philosophy of life (the Encheiridion) 
along with reflections from his Discourses. Both books open with 
lively and welcoming introductions that contextualise the classic 
works that follow.

TIBERIUS WITH A 
TELEPHONE
Patrick Mullins
Widely disliked for both his politics and his 
personality, William McMahon is commonly 
regarded to have been one of the worst 
prime ministers in Australian history. The 
longest-serving government minister in 
Australian history and our 20th prime 
minister, he led the liberals to defeat in a 
time of great cultural and social change. 
In this biography, Patrick Mullins writes in 
depth about every aspect of McMahon’s 
life, from his privileged but tragic childhood, 
through the prime ministerial years, right up 
to the very end of his life. A must-read for 
Auspol buffs.

YES YES YES: AUSTRALIA’S 
JOURNEY TO MARRIAGE 
EQUALITY
Alex Greenwich & 
Shirleene Robinson
The publication of this book marks one 
year since marriage equality was legalised 
in Australia. Alex Greenwich and Shirleene 
Robinson document the process that led 
to this outcome, writing from a queer 
perspective that combines their respective 
backgrounds in grassroots activism, 
academia and politics. Robinson and 
Greenwich draw on their own personal 
experiences during the marriage equality 
campaign, as well as extensive interviews 
conducted with advocates, lawmakers, 
campaigners, politicians, volunteers and 
everyday LGBTQI+ Australians. The result 
is a comprehensive overview of the long 
process that led to the passing of the 
landmark legislation.  

Scribe PB $29.99

Scribe HB $26.99

Bloomsbury PB 
$27.99

Scribe PB $29.99

Allen & Unwin 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB $32.99

Jonathan Cape PB 
WAS $35  
NOW $29.99

Allen Lane HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

Scribe HB  
WAS $59.99 
NOW $49.99

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

HEARTLAND
Sarah Smarsh
Born a fifth-generation Kansas wheat farmer 
to a teenage mother, Sarah Smarsh grew 
up in poverty, although as a child she didn’t 
exactly know what the term signified. Now 
a journalist, she looks at that childhood and 
her family history through a different and 
more critical lens. In Heartland, she shares 
not only her story but also cultural analysis 
about politics, class and identity in modern-
day America. This book has drawn deserving 
comparisons with other notable works 
about contemporary America, but what 
sets Smarsh’s memoir apart from books 
such as JD Vance’s Hillbilly Elegy, Matthew 
Desmond’s Evicted and Amy Goldstein’s 
Janesville is its tenderness and compassion. 
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HAPPY NEVER AFTER
Jill Stark  
Scribe PB $35
Recounting her own 
life-long mental-health 
challenges, journalist Jill 
Stark questions why so 
many people in the Western 
world are depressed, 
anxious and medicated. 

ANY ORDINARY DAY
Leigh Sales
The title comes from the days that end 
in tragedy – they often start out just like 
any other. So, asks journalist Leigh Sales, 
what happens after that ordinary day 
turns extraordinary in the worst way? 
How do people cope? What gives them 
comfort? What happens to their brains? 
Is there any meaning to be found in these 
awful events? To explore these questions, 
she talks to people directly affected by 
tragedies, as well as those who have 
supported others through tragedy. The 
result is a clear-sighted work of long-form 
personal journalism that challenges 
clichés, and gives us a profound insight 
into people’s resilience. 
 

BOOKS THAT  
SAVED MY LIFE
Michael McGirr
Great literature feeds the hungry mind 
and takes the heart on a journey. From a 
lifelong lover of books comes this essays 
collection about the gift of reading. 
Schoolteacher and writer Michael McGirr 
has reviewed almost one thousand texts 
for Australian newspapers, and remains 
convinced of literature’s power to enrich and 
bring joy. He details personal encounters 
with 40 texts from Homer to Harry Potter, 
exploring memoir, poetry and some of the 
world’s great novels. His lyrical insight and 
deft humour combined with an electric 
enthusiasm for the written word makes this 
an ideal companion for the keen reader. 

GERMAINE
Elizabeth Kleinhenz
Germaine Greer is a reluctant subject of 
biography. Fortunately, the Germaine Greer 
Archive at the University of Melbourne 
holds a wealth of compelling evidence 
and documentation of her life. Elizabeth 
Kleinhenz delved into this collection and 
has emerged with a comprehensive view 
of Greer’s life, tracing the origins and 
progressions of her ideas, and the various 
personas she has cultivated as an academic, 
provocateur, actor, feminist and writer. This 
is not a fawning fairy tale – criticisms from 
contemporaries and the biographer’s own 
doubts form a significant part of the story. 
This biography gives wonderful insight to 
Greer’s life and context, and credits her 
undeniably massive contribution to second-
wave feminism.

THE ARSONIST
Chloe Hooper
As she did in the excellent The Tall Man, 
Chloe Hooper traces a crime and its 
aftermath with subtlety, empathy and 
grace. The Arsonist is Brendan Sokaluk, the 
man convicted of deliberately lighting the 
Churchill fires on 2009’s Black Saturday. 
While the book is divided into two main 
parts – ‘The Detectives’ trying to piece 
together the ‘right bits’ and ‘The Lawyers’ 
defending Sokaluk – its focus is broader, 
looking at the victims and survivors but 
most of all on Sokaluk himself, an autistic 
man with intellectual disability who is, in 
many ways, lost. NB: Hardback available 
only while stocks last.

AUSTRALIAN BUSH 
SUPERFOODS
Lily Alice & Thomas O’Quinn
From the Kakadu plum, packed with more 
vitamin C than any other plant on the planet, 
to bush tomatoes, richer in antioxidants than 
blueberries, this book identifies 40 beneficial 
plants harvested for millennia by our land’s 
traditional owners. Following an introduction 
discussing traditional uses, nutritional 
qualities and the best ways to enjoy the 
ingredient, each superfood is paired with a 
recipe. Most importantly, the authors also 
share useful tips on where to find bushfoods, 
both online and on the grocery shelf.

THE GETTING OF GARLIC
John Newton
Food writer John Newton turns an 
anthropological eye to Australia’s food 
history in this serious but enjoyably readable 
book, which tracks Australian food from 
colonialisation to now. Garlic becomes a 
symbol of our path from dull to delicious, 
although Newton acknowledges there was 
some good food around even before the 
1960s and ’70s – the era when we turned 
towards the wider world and away from 
English standards. A scattering of recipes 
accompanies each chapter, but the real 
meat is the history and analysis – of cuisine, 
culture, cooks, critics and celebrity chefs.

KING OF THE AIR:  
THE TURBULENT  
LIFE OF CHARLES 
KINGSFORD SMITH
Ann Blainey
With King of the Air, biographer Ann Blainey 
(I Am Melba) has written another revealing 
portrait, this time of Charles Kingsford Smith 
(1897–1935), Australia’s pioneer daredevil 
of the skies during the golden age of 
aviation. Kingsford Smith achieved a series 
of sensational firsts: the first trans-Pacific 
flight from the US to Australia, the first 
nonstop crossing of mainland Australia, 
the first flights between Australia and New 
Zealand, and the first eastward crossing 
from Australia to the US. Blainey charts the 
many achievements of this charming and 
gregarious character and delves deeper to 
reveal the troubled inner man who suffered 
from acute anxiety attacks but pushed 
himself to achieve yet more firsts.

Hamish Hamilton 
PB WAS $34.99 
NOW $29.99

Text HB $34.99

Knopf HB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

Hamish Hamilton 
HB WAS $39.99 
NOW $29.99
PB $34.99

Hachette HB  
WAS $45  
NOW $16.95

Hardie Grant PB 
WAS $29.99 
NOW $15.95

NewSouth PB 
$32.99

Black Inc HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

CLOSE TO HOME:  
SELECTED WRITING
Alice Pung
Since publishing her award-winning memoir 
Unpublished Gem in 2006, Alice Pung has 
proved herself a significant figure within 
the Australian literary landscape. Close 
to Home presents a cross-section of her 
short nonfiction writing, and it is testament 
to Pung’s remarkable talent as a writer: 
attentive, funny and empathetic. Divided 
into loosely themed sections, these essays 
explore migration, racism, parenthood, 
identity politics, literature and more. Many 
circle around home and homecoming, and 
Pung posits vital questions about what this 
means in modern Australia. While parts of 
the book are upsetting, the author’s humour, 
generosity and evident curiosity imbue her 
writing with tangible warmth that will charm 
both fans and newcomers. 

Black Inc PB 
$32.99

BANJO
Grantlee Kieza   
ABC HB $39.99
Kieza chronicles the 
rich and varied life of 
the great Australian 
storyteller and poet,  
A B Paterson.

DEEP TIME DREAMING
Billy Griffiths  
Black Inc PB $34.99
This story about uncovering 
traces of ancient Australia 
explores what it means 
to live in a place of great 
antiquity, with its complex 
questions of ownership and 
belonging.

BLACK SNAKE
Leo Kennedy  
& Mic Looby 
Affirm HB $35
Written by the great-
grandson of Sergeant 
Michael Kennedy, killed at 
Stringybark Creek in 1878, 
this book gives voice to the 
victims of the Kelly Gang.

GREEN NOMADS:  
WILD PLACES
Bob Brown & Paul Thomas  
Hardie Grant HB $45
Green nomads Bob Brown and 
Paul Thomas take us with them 
on a journey across Australia, 
visiting Bush Heritage sites, 
and sharing the beauty and 
diversity they discover in words 
and photographs.

BY SEA & STARS
Trent Dalton  
4th Estate HB $24.99
The story of the First 
Fleet, as told from the 
point of view of the 
people who took part – 
willingly or unwillingly 
– in the voyage.

GROWING UP  
ABORIGINAL  
IN AUSTRALIA
Anita Heiss (ed)  
Black Inc PB $29.99
An anthology showcasing 
many diverse voices, 
experiences and stories.

DARK EMU
Bruce Pascoe 
Magabala PB $19.99
Pascoe puts forward 
an argument for a 
reconsideration of the hunter-
gatherer tag for pre-colonial 
Aboriginal Australians, calling 
it a ‘convenient lie’.
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HENRY & BANJO
James Knight
Born three years and 300 kilometres apart, 
Henry Lawson and Andrew ‘Banjo’ Paterson 
led vastly different lives. Regardless, both 
would rise to literary stardom and write 
words that would leave an indelible mark 
on the construction of ‘Australia’ in the 
minds of its people – an influence that 
lingers today. This is not a straightforward 
biography. Rather, by using meticulous 
research, educated guesswork and his own 
creative instinct, James Knight has crafted 
a historical diary comprised of colourful 
vignettes that track the two men throughout 
their lives and explore key details, including 
their significant contribution to The Bulletin. 
Throughout the book, he has remained true 
to the writers’ spirits, using their own words 
wherever possible.
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THE UNCOLLECTED PLAYS 
OF SHAUN MICALLEF
Shaun Micallef  
Affirm HB WAS $35  
NOW $29.99
The comedian and actor 
reimagines classic works  
for the modern age,  
imbuing them with his  
own distinctive brand of  
dry humour.

A MEMOIR
Kerry O’Brien
Kerry O’Brien is known for his incisive 
political analysis and for his experience 
and expertise as an interviewer. In his first 
memoir, the Gold Walkley winner reflects 
on a long career at the forefront of political 
journalism, primarily as host of the ABC’s 
Lateline and The 7.30 Report. Having 
witnessed first-hand the success and 
demise of 13 Australian prime ministers, 
O’Brien shares several decades of wry 
remembrances, personal observations 
and strongly held professional beliefs. He 
also recalls broader anecdotes about his 
encounters with significant international 
figures such as Barack Obama, Margaret 
Thatcher and Nelson Mandela. A Memoir is 
told with the same dry wit and astute eye 
for character that has firmly established its 
author as Australian journalistic royalty.

A PAINTED LANDSCAPE
Amber Creswell Bell
With this book, writer and curator Amber 
Creswell Bell presents an exquisite aesthetic 
study of Australian landscape painting and 
its importance in the contemporary art world. 
Through paintings, we traverse Australian 
land, going from bush, to farmland, to the 
coast and to suburbia (Rick Amor). Scenes 
of lush, bucolic nature are shown by Lucy 
Culliton, whereas we see landscapes with 
dense, immersive vegetation by Mary 
Tonkin, as well as desert art from the arid 
centre painted by Mavis Ngallametta. 
These depictions are so evocative and 
rhapsodic that the reader feels connected 
to the landscapes, at one with our terrain. 
This is an enduring genre that may have 
been abandoned by the avant-garde, but it 
remains compelling for all people who love 
art, nature and the outdoors. 

SAILING WITH COOK
Suzanne Rickard
James Burney was an English rear admiral 
who accompanied Captain Cook on his final 
two voyages. In Sailing with Cook, historian 
Suzanne Rickard shares the then 22-year-
old second lieutenant’s private journal from 
the second of those journeys, which took 
place between 1772 and 1773, arranging 
the text into 13 chronological sections. 
Alongside facsimile pages extracted from 
the physical journal, Rickard provides 
necessary context to Burney’s experiences 
for the modern reader. The book is also 
embellished with maps and illustrations, 
some of which come from William Hodges, 
who was aboard the ship as official artist. 

MY COUNTRY: WRITINGS
David Marr
David Marr is one of Australia’s most beloved 
and trusted journalists, and this volume 
gathers together some of his best writing. 
The essays come from a range of sources: 
Marr’s work for The Sydney Morning 
Herald, The Monthly and The Guardian is 
represented, and many sharp analyses of 
prominent public figures are included. These 
writings cover the political, the cultural and 
the personal – everything from analysing 
our nation’s treatment of Aboriginal people, 
to disassembling the ugly and venomous 
Christian campaign against LGBTIQ rights, 
Marr captures contemporary Australian 
culture in a manner that is always succinct 
but still extremely emotionally impactful.

SPEAKING UP
Gillian Triggs
As president of the Australian Human Rights 
Commission, Gillian Triggs advocated for 
the disempowered, the disenfranchised 
and the marginalised. Widely admired 
– and occasionally excoriated – for her 
performance in this role, she retired from the 
position when her five-year tenure expired in 
2017. In this memoir, Triggs recounts details 
of her impressive career, which included a 
stint as Dean of the Sydney Law School, and 
shares with readers the values that have 
guided her convictions and the causes she 
has championed. She dares us all to move 
beyond our comfort zones to achieve equity 
for all. And she argues persuasively for an 
Australian Bill of Rights. 

NURSES OF AUSTRALIA
Deborah Burrows
Florence Nightingale herself chose the first 
trained nurses to come to Australia; they 
arrived in 1867. This history of nursing 
in Australia, richly illustrated, traces key 
moments and themes from before and 
after that date. A chapter is devoted to 
nursing during wartime, for example, 
while one of the overarching themes is 
the professionalisation of the occupation. 
Gender is of course an issue – for so long 
nursing was one of very few options for 
‘girls who wanted to learn useful skills 
and engage in interesting work away from 
home’. Politics and religion also figure. 
Scattered throughout the main history are 
transcripts of oral history from the National 
Library of Australia collection, giving direct 
insight into a nurse’s life in different eras.

POWER OF THE PEDAL
Rupert Guinness
In the 1880s, a new mode of transport and 
a new form of popular recreation swept 
Australia: the bicycle. In this extensively 
researched and wonderfully illustrated 
book, sports journalist and author Rupert 
Guinness explores the history of the bicycle 
in Australia, both in everyday life and in 
competitive sport. Guinness’ knowledge and 
love of the subject makes for an illuminating, 
entertaining and informative history, with 
highlights including the ‘overlanders’ of the 
19th century who cycled into uncharted 
territory, discovering Australia along the way, 
and the role of the bicycle during wartime. 
The book also details the development 
of the bicycle as a mode of commuter 
transport, and the big races (both locally and 
internationally) that have made cycling a 
popular spectator sport.

A SPORTING CHANCE
Titus O’Reily
It seems that every few months, a new 
sporting scandal emerges in Australia. 
But even the most grievous stuff-ups 
seem to be quickly forgiven and forgotten. 
What is it about our sporting culture that 
encourages such leniency towards the 
‘good blokes’ (read: terrible people) of 
organised sport? From the author of A 
Thoroughly Unhelpful History of Australian 
Sport (Penguin PB $22.99), this new book 
looks at sporting scandals and questions 
why their perpetrators are rarely adequately 
punished by their fans, and are frequently 
let off with a mere slap on the wrist from 
the establishment.

Allen & Unwin 
HB WAS $44.99 
NOW $39.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB $59.99

NLA HB  
WAS $44.99 
NOW $16.95

 

Black Inc HB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

MUP HB  
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

NLA PB $34.99

NLA PB $39.99

Michael Joseph PB 
$34.99

THE PETER NORMAN STORY
Andrew Webster  
& Matt Norman
At the 1968 Olympics, two Black American 
athletes, John Carlos and Tommie Smith, 
famously stood at the podium and gave the 
black power salute. Peter Norman was the 
third man in the photo, standing in solidarity 
with Carlos and Smith. While the photograph 
of these three runners at the winners podium 
is one of the most famous of the 20th 
century, upon Norman’s return to Australia, 
he fell into relative obscurity and his life 
began a downward spiral. This biography 
follows Norman’s life from his childhood 
growing up in a devout Salvation Army family 
in the suburbs of Melbourne, through to 
becoming one of Australia’s fastest sprinters. 
It tells a riveting story that gives credence to 
the argument that this great sportsman was 
poorly treated by his country.

Macmillan PB 
$34.99

THE NAMELESS NAMES
Scott Bennett  
Scribe HB $49.99
The story of the families 
of some of the 20,000 
Anzac soldiers listed 
as ‘missing’ on war 
memorials at Gallipoli, 
Fromelles and Ypres.

SEIZE THE FIRE:  
THREE SPEECHES
Richard Flanagan  
Penguin PB $12.99
A volume comprising three of 
the writer’s recent speeches, 
including the National Press 
Club address where he 
questioned the militarisation 
of Australian memory and 
argued for the need for formal 
Indigenous recognition. 

ON AIR
Mike Carlton  
William Heinemann HB 
$49.99
The well-known 
Australian journalist 
recounts the story of 
his life and career.

 

STEVE SMITH’S MEN
Geoff Lemon   
Hardie Grant PB $29.99
A forthright account of the 
origins and consequences 
of the 2018 ball tampering 
scandal, and how it all 
unfolded.

ONE HUNDRED  
YEARS OF DIRT
Rick Morton  
MUP PB $29.99
A confrontational and 
brave memoir reminding 
us that in Australia, 
class remains a defining 
component of identity.

TEACHER
Gabbie Stroud  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
Stroud details how the 
current Australian NAPLAN-
test education model is 
letting down children and 
parents, and frustrating 
dedicated teachers.

RUSTED OFF
Gabrielle Chan  
Vintage PB $34.99
Subtitled ‘Why Country 
Australia is Fed Up’, this 
book presents what journalist 
George Megalogenis has 
described as the ‘definitive 
account of life on the other 
side of the city–country divide’. 
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RISE & RESIST: HOW TO 
CHANGE THE WORLD
Clare Press  
MUP PB $32.99
Interviews with passionate 
change-makers across the 
globe, all of whom believe in 
the power of the positive.

STEAM AUSTRALIA
Tim Fischer
Former Deputy Prime Minister turned 
successful author, Tim Fischer, has a soft 
spot for the steam locomotive. Drawing on 
the National Library of Australia’s extensive 
John Buckland collection of photographs 
(many included here), he brings the halcyon 
days of steam evocatively to life in this 
erudite and affectionate celebration. The 
book covers the history of steam trains 
in Australia from the arrival of the first 
locomotives in 1854. Fischer describes how 
gold, coal and wheat contributed to the rapid 
expansion of rail networks in each state, 
transforming the country but resulting in 
the unwieldy development of 22 different 
gauges across the nation.

TRUTH, LOVE & CLEAN 
CUTLERY: AUSTRALIA
Jill Dupleix (ed)
With this volume, prominent food writer 
and restaurant critic Jill Dupleix presents 
a new and decidedly on-trend travel 
and food guide to Australia – one that 
nominates the best and most ethically 
operated restaurants in the country. 
Dupleix recognises the enormous efforts 
that our most caring restaurateurs, chefs 
and cooks are making to reduce carbon 
emissions, support their communities and 
make the world a better place – plate by 
plate. Also available: Truth, Love & Clean 
Cutlery: World (PB $44.99), edited by 
Dupleix, Giles Coren and Alice Waters.

THE WESTERN FRONT 
DIARIES OF CHARLES BEAN
Peter Burness (ed)
At the beginning of WW1, the British 
government invited Australia to nominate 
one official war correspondent. Charles Bean 
was that man, and after being dispatched to 
Gallipoli, he dedicated his life to chronicling 
and understanding Australia in wartime. A 
century after the end of the Great War, his 
legacy is honoured with this publication 
of his diaries. This book is a visual treat; 
alongside the notebooks, there are coloured 
pictures of documents, paintings of soldiers, 
maps and travelling ephemera. Bean’s 
stories chronicle the Australian experience 
of war, encountering soldiers, military 
leaders and politicians. Providing an adept 
description of the burgeoning identity of a 
nation, this collection offers the opportunity 
to inhabit the Australian consciousness and 
reflect on the legacy of war. 

SUBURBIA
Warren Kirk
For the past 30 years, photographer Warren 
Kirk has been documenting suburban 
Australia, and the communities that call it 
home. Kirk’s previous book Westography 
depicted the lives of residents of the 
Western Suburbs of Melbourne. Its follow-up 
has a similar brief but here, Kirk captures 
visions of Australian suburban life more 
broadly. This book offers a nostalgic and 
colourful look at the landscapes many 
Australians grew up with, and depicts 
many ways of life that have been forgotten. 
Hills hoists, garden gnomes and milk bars 
feature heavily, as well as delightfully retro 
shopfronts and vintage cars. This book of 
gorgeous photographs will take you back to 
the heyday of suburban life in Australia.

WILDERNESS: 
CELEBRATING AUSTRALIA’S 
PROTECTED PLACES
The Wilderness Society’s mission to save 
natural places and honour the land has 
never been more urgent than it is today. This 
book encounters Australia’s natural beauty, 
witnessing sublime mountain ranges on one 
page and zooming in to a delicate, unfurling 
fern frond on another. Mind-blowing yet 
intimate images of forests, rivers and 
wildflowers are combined with stories of 
society’s destruction of natural places. The 
sensual photos are designed to place the 
scent of a wild river in a reader’s nose and 
the fire of activism in their heart.   

TRANSFORMATIONS 
Vanessa Finney
Harriet and Helena Scott were colonial 
Sydney’s finest natural history painters. Born 
in the 1830s, these brilliant sisters were not 
permitted to attend universities, which at 
that time were only open to males; instead 
they developed their illustration skills and 
knowledge by collaborating with their father. 
By 1864 they completed their major work, 
Australian Lepidoptera, which chronicles 
the moths and butterflies of Australia. These 
beautiful images are still referenced by 
entomologists today. Lovers of Australia’s 
flora and fauna, natural history and art will 
be delighted by this book, but any reader’s 
imagination will be captured by the lives of 
these two extraordinary women. 

YOU DAUGHTERS  
OF FREEDOM
Clare Wright
Clare Wright’s revisionary history of the 
Eureka stockade, The Forgotten Rebels 
of Eureka, received wide acclaim for the 
fascinating new insight it provided into 
Australia’s past. You Daughters of Freedom 
is the second volume of Wright’s ‘Democracy 
Trilogy’ and it’s another fascinating read. 
Here, she turns her attention to Australia’s 
role in the suffragette movement of the early 
20th century. The book centres on five key 
historical figures – Vida Goldstein, Nellie 
Martel, Dora Montefiore, Muriel Matters 
and Dora Meeson Coates – and positions 
events in both a local and international 
context. Wright’s colourful and lively writing 
is bolstered by extensive research, and 
once again she shines light into corners of 
the past that have been largely ignored by 
history books.

NLA PB $39.99

Thames & Hudson 
PB $34.99

NewSouth HB 
WAS $79.99 
NOW $69.99

Scribe HB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

Wilderness Society  
HB $125 
DELUXE 
EDITION $250

NewSouth HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $39.99

NewSouth HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $12.95

Text HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

UNFETTERED AND ALIVE
Anne Summers
Fellow journalist Annabel Crabb describes 
Anne Summers as a woman ‘who always 
says “Yes” to life even when it scares her’. 
This memoir charts Summers’ path from 
being born into a world where women 
were only expected to influence events 
through their husbands and children – if 
at all – but who went on to follow a very 
different trajectory, one that has involved 
saying ‘Yes’ to many opportunities and 
challenges. Summers tells of getting 
involved in grassroots feminism, writing 
Damned Whores and God’s Police, working 
as a Walkley-winning journalist, heading 
the Office of the Status of Women during the 
Hawke years, moving to New York to edit 
Ms magazine, returning to Australia to edit 
Good Weekend and chairing Greenpeace 
International. Refreshingly frank about her 
anxieties and about mistakes she has made, 
Summers’ memoir chronicles a full and 
fascinating life.

Allen & Unwin 
HB WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

AXIOMATIC
Maria Tumarkin  
Brow PB $34.99
Tumarkin (Traumascapes) 
dissects the oft-repeated 
contention that the past 
shapes the present. 

THE LAND BEFORE 
AVOCADO
Richard Glover  
ABC PB $29.99
Glover writes about the 
Australia of the late 1960s 
and early ’70s, arguing 
that we’ve come a long 
way as a society, but still 
have a long way to go.

BULLSHIT JOBS
David Graeber  
Allen Lane HB $49.99
Do you spend your days 
performing tasks you 
believe are not really 
necessary? Graeber shows 
why this is, and what we 
can all do about it.

THE POWER OF HOPE
Kon Karapanagiotidis 
HarperCollins HB $32.99
The founder of Melbourne’s 
Asylum Seeker Resource 
Centre argues that by 
putting community, love and 
compassion at the centre of 
our lives, we have the power 
to change our world.

FEAR: TRUMP IN THE 
WHITE HOUSE
Bob Woodward  
Simon & Schuster HB $45
The inside story of Trump’s 
time in the White House, 
told by one of America’s 
most admired journalists.

QE 72: ON THE INNER  
LIFE IN THE DIGITAL AGE
Sebastian Smee  
Black Inc PB $22.99
The Washington Post’s art 
critic discusses the idea 
of the inner life and asks 
if it is vanishing in the 
digital age.

NO FRIEND BUT THE 
MOUNTAINS: WRITING 
FROM MANUS PRISON
Behrouz Boochani  
& Omid Tofighian  
Picador PB $32.99
A vivid account of a refugee’s 
five-year incarceration in 
one of Australia’s offshore 
detention centres.
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VALIANT FOR TRUTH
Neil McDonald  
& Peter Brune
Valiant for Truth is both a landmark 
biography of a renowned Australian 
figure and a fascinating glimpse into the 
nation’s past. A war correspondent, Chester 
Wilmot covered key events in Australia’s 
military history including the Kokoda 
Track campaign, the Normandy landings, 
and more. Following the end of WW2, he 
continued to write and work up to his 
tragic death. Author and film historian Neil 
McDonald and leading military historian 
Peter Brune came together to craft this 
gripping story of Wilmot’s action-packed life.

Q 6. Who drank and couldn't manage 
money?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Office_of_the_Status_of_Women
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HOW TO CHANGE  
YOUR MIND
Michael Pollen  
Allen Lane PB $35
The author of The Omnivore’s 
Dilemma investigates 
whether the psychedelic 
drugs LSD, psilocybin and 
DMT could improve the lives 
of many people.

AUSTRALIAN PREDATORS 
OF THE SKY
Penny Olsen
Canberra ornithologist and author Penny 
Olsen has plumbed the depths of the 
National Library of Australia in crafting 
Australian Predators of the Sky. This 
awe-inspiring work includes more than 
200 paintings, lithographs and engravings 
of Australian raptors from the library’s 
archives, encompassing all 34 species of 
diurnal birds of prey and owls. Featured 
artists include highly regarded historical 
figures such John and Elizabeth Gould and 
Ellis Rowan, as well as lesser-known artists 
such as First Fleet naval officers George 
Raper and John Hunter. Their art speaks to 
the contradictory relationship that humans 
have had with these birds of prey – one of 
admiration, but also of fear and sometimes 
even hatred. 

BRIEF ANSWERS TO  
THE BIG QUESTIONS
Stephen Hawking
A Brief History of Time has sold more than 
10 million copies since being published 
in 1988. Written by Professor Stephen 
Hawking, arguably the most famous 
scientist of our age, it unravelled some of 
the greatest mysteries of the universe. Now, 
the posthumous publication of Brief Answers 
to the Big Questions reveals Hawking’s 
final word on humanity’s greatest scientific 
questions. A profound and accessible 
reflection, his timely topics include climate 
change, artificial super-intelligence, and the 
threat of nuclear war. Hawking’s passionate 
arguments all point to the biggest question: 
what is the future for humanity – and will 
we survive? 

THE LIBRARY OF ICE
Nancy Campbell
Ice is a substance that has captured the 
imagination of and controlled the lives of 
humans for millennia. In The Library of 
Ice: Readings from a Cold Climate, Nancy 
Campbell records what she learned in 
seven years travelling to places that are 
intrinsically linked to ice – Greenland, 
Iceland, the Arctic, the Antarctic, and even 
ice-skating rinks in places slightly closer to 
the equator. Campbell brings together many 
threads in this stunning work of narrative 
nonfiction – including the cultures and 
languages of people living in the coldest 
places on earth, climate change, ice sports, 
art, ice transportation before the invention 
of refrigeration, and natural mummification 
by ice. 

BEES OF AUSTRALIA: 
A PHOTOGRAPHIC 
EXPLORATION
James Dorey
Think bee, and you’ll probably imagine 
a honeybee or bumblebee – neither of 
which is native to Australia. James Dorey, 
photographer and bee expert currently 
undertaking a PhD on the evolution, 
taxonomy and ecology of Australian native 
bees, turns that thinking upside down in this 
remarkable book. Currently, there are over 
1600 named species out of an estimated 
two to three thousand. A jaw-dropping 
statistic in itself, but just as impressive is 
Dorey’s spectacular macro photography that 
gets you right up close to these amazingly 
beautiful creatures. This state-by-state 
guide is a photographic page-turner 
accompanied by snappy and easy to digest 
text covering each highlighted species. 

REWORDING THE BRAIN
David Astle
Broadcaster, author and puzzle maker 
David Astle is a self-confessed full-time 
word nerd whose cryptic crosswords in The 
Age and The Sydney Morning Herald have 
earned him a cultish following. In this new 
book, he draws from scientific research and 
compelling case studies to demonstrate the 
power of cryptic crosswords at improving 
memory and overall cognitive capacity. He 
also shares fascinating insight into the craft 
of crossword making and gives advice on 
how readers can boost their own puzzle-
solving skills. The book’s final pages contain 
50 of Astle’s finest offerings to practise on. 

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN 
SCIENCE WRITING 2018
John Pickrell (ed)
The goal of good science writing is to 
encapsulate new advances in a way that 
is both clear and compelling, inviting 
the reader into a journey of discovery. 
And every piece in The Best Australian 
Science Writing has a sense of wonder and 
reverential awe for the countless miracles of 
biology, physics, medicine and astronomy. 
Novelists and specialists alike address 
subjects including quantum theory, multiple 
dimensions, #metoo in the science world, 
placebo surgery, the impact of climate 
change on Indigenous traditions, and 
volcanoes in Ancient Egypt. 

EUROPE: A NATURAL 
HISTORY
Tim Flannery
When Europe formed over 100 million years 
ago, it brought together ecological elements 
of Africa, America and Asia. Countless 
plants and animals have lived, grown and 
evolved on the continent. In this book, 
palaeontologist, explorer and conservationist 
Tim Flannery takes his readers through this 
extraordinary history, with a focus not just 
on the history itself, but on those scientists 
who made groundbreaking discoveries that 
helped reveal the long-forgotten secrets of 
how Europe came to be. Flannery also looks 
at the future of Europe, and at contemporary 
efforts to increase wilderness areas and 
protect species, as well as recreate the 
landscapes of the past.  

THE SECRET NETWORK  
OF NATURE
Peter Wohlleben
From the man who popularised the idea that 
trees can communicate, learn and nurture 
comes a book about how nature as a whole 
is interconnected in the most complex ways. 
Peter Wohlleben, a forester who manages 
an old forest in the mountains of western 
Germany, devotes chapters to accounts 
of different relationships in nature. So, for 
example, he explores how the presence of 
salmon in waterways feeds the trees along 
the bank. All of these examples are not just 
there for our amazement, although that is 
certainly part of his intent. Rather, Wohlleben 
marshals his stories as a basis for his 
passionate argument that we should leave 
nature alone. 

NLA PB  
WAS $34.99 
NOW $14.95

John Murray HB 
$32.99

Simon & Schuster 
HB WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

CSIRO PB 
$49.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

 Text PB $34.99

Jonathan Cape PB 
$29.99

DIVING FOR SEAHORSES
Hilde Østby & Ylva Østby
A dazzling mix of science and storytelling, 
Diving for Seahorses: The Science and 
Secrets of Memory is a deep dive into 
the mysterious world of one of the most 
amazing human abilities: our memory. 
In writing this book, Norwegian sisters 
Hilde and Ylva Østby have brought their 
singular perspectives as a writer and a 
neuropsychologist together, and the result 
is immensely rewarding. Their investigation 
into society’s evolving understanding of 
memory begins with the discovery of the 
hippocampus by Venetian doctor Julius 
Caesar Aranzi in 1564 – the seahorse of the 
book’s title – and from here, the book spans 
outwards to share a sprawling array of 
fascinating personal stories from scientists, 
taxi drivers, chess champions and more. 

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

THE DINOSAUR ARTIST
Paige Williams  
Scribe PB $32.99
New Yorker writer Paige 
Williams explores the history 
of fossil collecting – a 
business where the lines 
between collector and 
smuggler, enthusiast and 
opportunist, can easily blur.

THE FUTURE OF HUMANITY
Michio Kaku  
Allen Lane PB $35
Physicist and futurist 
Michio Kaku explores how 
humanity might gradually 
develop a sustainable 
civilisation in outer space.

THE EASTERN CURLEW
Harry Saddler  
Affirm HB $29.99
Nature writer Harry 
Saddler follows the eastern 
curlew along its migratory 
path and discusses the 
threat to its survival posed 
by development.

A GUIDE TO NATIVE  
BEES OF AUSTRALIA
Terry Houston  
CSIRO PB $49.99
This illustrated introduction 
to the estimated 2000+ 
species of Australian bees 
is an essential resource for 
beekeepers and will fascinate 
natural history enthusiasts.

THE EDGE OF MEMORY
Patrick Nunn  
Bloomsbury PB $29.99
A celebration of Indigenous 
oral traditions and an 
argument about how the 
spoken word can also help 
us to face the challenges of 
environmental changes today.

THE HONEY FACTORY
Jürgen Tautz &  
Diedrich Steen  
Black Inc PB $32.99
A journey inside the life 
of a beehive, revealing 
the newest and most 
fascinating discoveries 
in honeybee research.

EXACTLY
Simon Winchester 
HarperCollins PB $32.99
A history of the pioneering 
engineers who developed the 
precision machinery that has 
impacted so significantly on 
the modern world.
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WASHINGTON BLACK
Esi Edugyan  
Serpents Tail PB $29.99
Based on an infamous 
19th-century criminal 
case, Edugyan’s tale of 
slavery and freedom was 
shortlisted for this year’s 
Man Booker Prize.

AUSTRALIAN 
DREAMSCAPES
Claire Takacs
Humans have driven nature out of our 
cities. The gardens we are familiar with 
place plants in ordered lines, dominating 
the wildness of the land and providing a 
limp, hollow experience for those who want 
to enjoy nature. Australian Dreamscapes 
proposes a new way of gardening; a 
naturalistic approach that embraces how 
plants together grow in the wild. With 
passionate emphasis on the pursuit of 
beauty, this book features gardeners across 
Australia who have sought to honour the 
‘spiritual spontaneity of wild vegetation’. 
Photographed in bright sunlight, the pictures 
of their gardens are rich representations of 
the colour and vibrancy of the natural world.  

GROWING FOOD  
THE ITALIAN WAY
Fabian Capomolla
In 2015, the co-founder of Melbourne’s Little 
Veggie Company spent a year gardening, 
eating and enjoying life in Tuscany. This 
handy reference book has come out of that 
experience. In it, he shares tips and advice 
about setting up, planting and maintaining a 
vegetable garden in the Italian way, which, 
in his estimation, ‘is less about specific 
techniques and practices and more about 
how [to] approach the task: with simplicity, 
and without overcomplicating it’. The book 
includes an extensive A–Z plant guide 
covering more than 70 fruits and vegetables, 
a handy section dealing with problems 
(aphids, blight, possums and others) 
and another focusing on how to make 
homemade remedies.

THE PLANTHUNTER
Georgina Reid  
& Daniel Shipp
Georgina Reid is the creative director of The 
Planthunter, a unique online publication that 
explores the connections between people 
and plants. Together with photographer 
Daniel Shipp, she has now created this lovely 
book exploring the ways in which people find 
purpose, beauty, wellness and connection 
through the act of gardening. The Planthunter 
isn’t a practical manual – readers won’t 
learn about soil management practices or 
how to keep pests away – but in profiling 
a diverse range of global gardens made by 
professionals and amateurs, (including many 
artists), it both seduces and inspires.

GARDEN LOVE: PLANTS 
DOGS COUNTRY GARDENS
Simon Griffiths
Simon Griffiths is best known for his 
lifestyle and garden photography, so it 
comes as no surprise to learn that he is a 
keen gardener. Garden Love is the story 
of his search for an escape to the country, 
which saw him settle in an 1850s stone 
cottage in the Victorian country town of 
Kyneton. It’s also a tribute to the Australian 
gardens (and dogs) that have inspired 
him along the way. From the majestic and 
manicured Cloudehill in the Dandenong 
Ranges to the more idiosyncratic style of 
Kylie Rose Blake’s garden in Scarsdale, 
Victoria, where recycled and vintage 
elements abound, the selection is varied 
and of course wonderfully photographed.

THE TREE
Richard Woldendorp 
Trees provide us with shelter and oxygen, 
keep us healthy and make our cities and 
suburbs liveable. They can grow for many 
thousands of years, and help us learn about 
how the world used to be. In this handsome 
volume, photographer Richard Woldendorp 
captures the majesty of trees and the many 
landscapes they grow in. Woldendorp is well 
known for his aerial landscape photography, 
and this book includes both aerial images 
and close-ups. Its stunning photographs 
highlight the rare and irreplaceable beauty 
of trees and remind us that they are an 
integral part of human life, one that is under 
ever-growing threat from deforestation.

HOW TO RAISE A  
PLANT AND MAKE IT  
LOVE YOU BACK
Morgan Doane  
& Erin Harding
The green thumbs behind the popular  
@houseplantclub Instagram account know 
what makes hipsters happy, and this cute 
publication is geared solidly to young, 
creative and style-driven indoor-plant 
parents. It gives tips on how to choose 
plants, and above all how to care for them 
and keep them thriving. There are sections 
on propagation, repotting, holiday plant 
care and tools, as well as a guide to popular 
indoor plants and a DIY project section 
(mounts, terrariums, pinch pots, pegboards). 

TOMATO: KNOW  
SOW GROW FEAST
Penny Woodward, Janice 
Sutton & Karen Sutherland
Growing a few tomato plants in a back 
garden or on a balcony is a quintessentially 
Australian pastime, one that is an obsession 
for some. In Tomato, horticultural writer 
Penny Woodward (Organic Gardener 
magazine), cookbook author Janice Sutton 
(Garlic Feast) and gardener Karen Sutherland 
have created the go-to reference book, 
an encyclopaedic tome that seamlessly 
blends horticultural and culinary content. 
An excellent how-to-grow section providing 
everything you need to know is followed by 
a history of Australia’s heirloom varieties, 
tips on how to breed your own tomatoes 
and an A–Z listing of varieties that can 
be sourced here. Once you’ve harvested 
your crop, you get to the mouth-watering 
finish line with a comprehensive section on 
flavours and recipes from Australian chefs. 

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $70  
NOW $59.99

Plum PB  
WAS $44.99 
NOW $24.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB $59.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB $59.99

Fremantle HB $45

Murdoch Books HB 
$59.99

Laurence King PB 
$24.99

HB $60

HABITAT
A B Bishop
Practical, informative and endlessly 
fascinating, Habitat is a great get-out-and-
do-it guide to creating a wildlife-friendly 
garden, regardless of how small that 
garden might be. Horticulturist, gardener 
and journalist A B Bishop covers big- 
picture subjects such as the importance 
of biodiversity, ecosystems and wildlife 
corridors through to the basics of design, 
planting and what critters you could 
potentially attract to your own wildlife 
garden. There are also dedicated sections 
on each animal group, a plant directory 
and plenty of practical info on the needs 
of different species. To keep you busy, a 
practical projects section offers plenty of 
ways you can further develop your habitat 
garden – providing bird boxes, setting up 
nesting material collection points and even 
building insect hotels.

Murdoch Books  
PB $39.99

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF TREES
Peter Wohlleben  
Black Inc HB $49.99
A new, lavishly illustrated 
edition of Wohlleben’s 
bestselling book about  
the wonders and  
amazing processes at  
work in the forest.

WHY WE SLEEP
Matthew Walker  
Penguin PB $22.99
Neuroscientist Matthew 
Walker investigates the 
science of sleep and dreams, 
and argues that sleep is the 
panacea for many life-
threatening conditions.

MILKWOOD
Kirsten Bradley  
& Nick Ritar  
Murdoch PB $45
Well-known permaculture 
practitioners and 
educators proffer plenty 
of tips for homegrown, 
down-to-earth living.

OSCAR: A LIFE
Matthew Sturgis  
Head of Zeus HB $49.99
The first major biography 
of Oscar Wilde in 30 
years draws on new 
research to assess his 
life, legacy and many 
contradictions.

ON SHEEP
Axel Lindén  
Quercus HB $19.99
A playful, profound and 
philosophical diary written 
by a Swedish literary 
academic turned novice 
shepherd.

WOMEN TALKING
Miriam Toews  
Faber PB $29.99
In the tradition of dystopian 
novels such as The Handmaid’s 
Tale, this imagined response 
to horrifying real-life violence 
against women in a remote 
religious Mennonite colony is  
a powerful read.

THE ORDER OF TIME
Carlo Rovelli  
Allen Lane HB $26.99
Rovelli (Seven Brief 
Lessons on Physics) 
draws on science, art and 
philosophy in this journey 
of inquiry to discover the 
meaning of time. 

Gardening   15
GARDENS ON THE EDGE
Christine Reid
Garden writer Christine Reid takes an 
Australia-wide look at 18 extraordinary 
garden properties that highlight the diversity 
in landscape, planting styles and challenging 
climatic conditions that face the Australian 
gardener living on the edge – whether 
that be a coastal harbour, volcanic crater, 
saltbush plain, mountain range, riverbank 
or desert. Covering every state and territory, 
Gardens on the Edge provides an in-depth 
overview of each property, its history and 
the owners who built, restored and now 
maintain the gardens. 

Q 7. Who seized Munster in 1534?
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MY THOUGHTS EXACTLY
Lily Allen  
Viking PB $34.99
The English singer-songwriter 
writes about coping with 
mental illness and the death 
of a child, her marriage 
breakdown, substance abuse 
and the challenges of  
being a woman working in  
the music industry.

ANNIE LEIBOVITZ: AT WORK
Annie Leibovitz
Annie Leibovitz is one of the most admired 
photographers in the world today. In At 
Work, she discusses approximately 90 of 
her images in detail, outlining her technical 
choices and also the circumstances under 
which the photographs were taken. Her 
subjects range from Queen Elizabeth to Yoko 
Ono and John Lennon, photographed only 
hours before Lennon was murdered. Writing 
in a free, conversational style, Leibovitz 
recounts her personal journey of photography 
and the delicate art of taking a photograph, 
inviting her readers behind the lens of her 
camera. Her beautifully presented, vividly 
illustrated book perfectly balances text 
and photographic images, and provides an 
intricate tapestry of studio vignettes. 

DRAWING ARCHITECTURE
Helen Thomas
This exploration into the untapped history 
of drawn architecture is a brief yet in-depth 
appreciation of these works as pieces of 
art. Helen Thomas’ non-chronological layout 
doesn’t force the reader into following an 
over-arching historic narrative, instead 
encouraging us to simply flick through 
the pages and discover something new, 
interesting and enjoyable to look at. Thomas 
does her best not to discriminate; different 
movements, eras, spaces and perspectives 
are presented, creating an equality amongst 
all the suggested ways of thinking and 
depicting. Drawing Architecture will be 
of interest to practitioners and anyone 
interested in architecture and the visual arts.

MADE TO LAST
Vanessa Murray 
Carelessly enjoying fast fashion and 
cheap, mass-produced objects is an 
unsustainable way of life, for both financial 
and environmental reasons. This is one of 
the reasons why many people are changing 
their relationship with material goods. 
Made to Last: A Compendium of Artisans, 
Trades & Projects documents how makers 
from all around the world are embracing a 
slower way of life, focusing on mastering 
their craft rather than turning a quick profit. 
A multipurpose publication – it contains 
all of the information you’d expect from 
a reference book, a few DIY projects to 
try out, and is beautiful enough to take 
pride of place on a coffee table – it’s sure 
to encourage your ‘make do and mend’ 
attitude to flourish. 

ATLAS OF BRUTALIST 
ARCHITECTURE
What images do you conjure up when 
the term Brutalist architecture is used? 
Forbiddingly ugly concrete buildings from 
the 1970s? The editors at design press 
Phaidon would vehemently disagree, having 
compiled this magnificent book to sing the 
praises of this much-maligned architectural 
style. More than 850 buildings – existing 
and demolished, classic and contemporary 
– are organised geographically into nine 
continental regions and are photographed in 
black and white majesty. All of the big names 
are here (Breuer, Khan, Goldfinger, Rudolph, 
Saarinen et al), as are the works of Australian 
practitioners including Harry Seidler, James 
Birrell and Denton Corker Marshall.

BOHEMIAN LIVING
Robyn Lea
This sumptuous, eclectic and lovingly 
photographed book peeks behind the closed 
doors of creative people of all kinds: into 
paint-splattered artists’ garrets; secret 
garden retreats; chic converted lofts; and 
antique-filled yet still thoroughly lived-in 
homes. The artistic inclinations of Robyn 
Lea’s subjects show in their home decor, 
which is often colourful and eclectic, and 
always filled with personality. Accompanying 
the extensive photographs are concise yet 
evocative portraits of these creative people, 
which provide further detail about their 
artistic endeavours, as well as their design 
ethos and interior decorating choices. 
Traversing Australia, Europe and the United 
States, Bohemian Living is an interiors 
book for those who care less about paint 
swatches and minimalist bathroom tiling 
choices, and more about creating a home 
that truly conveys their individuality. 

LIVING IN THE DESERT 
One third of the world is covered in desert. 
Technological development means we no 
longer rely purely on what nature has to 
offer, so why haven’t we considered living 
there? This book exhibits contemporary 
houses in the desert, and demonstrates 
how to build residences that embrace the 
landscape and pay respect to its character. 
From Portugal, Chile, Niger, arid parts of the 
USA, South Africa, Egypt and Alice Springs, 
we see buildings in symbiosis with the land. 

MODERN RETRO HOME
Jason Grant
A stylist whose work has appeared in 
numerous Australian and international 
magazines, Jason Grant is known for his 
simple, laid-back approach to interior 
design. In Modern Retro Home, Grant 
shows how to incorporate mid-century 
furniture and style into everyday homes. 
His approach is to include retro elements 
in each room alongside the contemporary; 
some of the examples given are a 
renovated Edwardian house filled with 
mid-century furniture and decor; a slick 
and contemporary kitchen dotted with 
op-shop-sourced retro ceramics; and many 
spaces that tap into the resurging trend of 
the indoor jungle. This book is perfect for 
anyone wanting to add a touch of functional 
retro style to their daily living space.

Phaidon HB  
WAS $79.99 
NOW $69.99

Phaidon HB $120

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $59.99 
NOW $29.99

Phaidon HB $175

MUP HB  
WAS $55  
NOW $49.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB $65

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $22.99

THE GOLDEN THREAD
Kassia St Clair
Have you ever wondered how humans 
figured out how to turn moth cocoons into 
beautiful silk? Or how the Apollo 11 space 
suits were made? The Golden Thread: 
How Fabric Changed History spans textile 
history, from ancient Egyptian flax to modern 
attempts at creating super-strong fabrics, 
and highlights how the discovery, creation 
and trade of fibres has impacted cultures 
all around the world and changed history. 
Traditionally seen as ‘women’s work’, textile 
arts haven’t always been valued as highly as 
other ancient art forms. For this and many 
other reasons, the history of textiles is one 
of inequality, an inequality that continues 
today in fast-fashion sweatshops operating 
in third world countries.

John Murray HB 
$39.99

FASHION CLIMBING:  
A NEW YORK LIFE
Bill Cunningham  
Chatto & Windus HB $35
Published posthumously, 
this memoir is replete with 
stories about the New York 
fashion scene in the 1950s 
and ’60s.

THE VILLAGE
Matt & Lentil Purbrick 
Plum PB $45
A guide to cooking healthy 
food, setting up a natural 
garden and nourishing 
traditions from the authors 
of Grown & Gathered (Plum 
PB $45).

URBAN SANCTUARY
Anna Johnson &  
Richard Black  
Thames & Hudson HB $70
A showcase of contemporary 
urban residences in Australian 
cities that incorporate outdoor 
spaces and blur the indoor/
outdoor divide.

YOU THINK IT, I’LL SAY IT
Curtis Sittenfeld  
Doubleday PB $29.99
Insightful and witty, this 
collection of short stories 
skewers the dangerous 
banality and narcissism 
of many contemporary 
American lives.

A GIRL’S GUIDE TO 
PERSONAL HYGIENE
Tallulah Pomeroy  
Scribe PB $26.99
Challenging the assumption 
that women should always 
be ‘ladylike’, this kooky book 
brings together warts-and-
all stories about the female 
body and is as disgusting as 
it is hilarious. 

A LIFE OF MY OWN
Claire Tomalin  
Viking PB $22.99
The highly regarded 
biographer looks at her 
own life, vividly and frankly 
portraying the social 
pressures on a woman in the 
1950s and ’60s and her fight 
to balance family and career.

SEVEN DEADLY SINS 
Mikey Robins  
Simon & Schuster HB $35
This irreverent romp 
through the history of food 
is full of bizarre culinary 
oddities and stories of 
gluttony-fuelled folly.
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MIRKA & GEORGES
Lesley Harding &  
Kendrah Morgan
When Mirka Mora died in August this year, 
a rich and eventful era of Melburnian 
art, food and joie de vivre came to an 
end. Mirka & Georges: A Culinary Affair is 
imbued with the spirits of Mirka and her 
husband Georges, telling the story of their 
extraordinary lives using text, photographs, 
illustrations (including many of Mirka’s 
artworks) and recipes for the French 
dishes that were served at their bohemian 
restaurants in the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. 
Stories about their friendships, their affairs, 
their work and the impact both had on 
Melbourne’s cultural life are legion, and 
many of them are recounted here.

Q 8. Which plant has the most vitamin C?
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Hardie Grant HB 
$50

THE BROADSHEET  
ITALIAN COOKBOOK
Broadsheet curates, designs and produces 
cookbooks that are packed with delicious 
foods and gorgeous imagery, and that 
provide a snapshot into Australian city life. 
Its latest offering is this Italian cookbook, 
which lovingly encapsulates the country’s 
passion for Italian food culture. Eighty 
essential recipes are featured, taken from 
some of the best Italian restaurants, cafes 
and bars in the country’s five larger cities 
and accompanied by brief interviews with 
the relevant chefs. For those wishing to dig 
deeper into the world of Italian cuisine, the 
cookbook also includes advice on how to 
navigate the tastebud-tantalising worlds of 
cheese, smallgoods, pasta, tomatoes and 
wine. The Broadsheet Italian Cookbook is 
perfect for curious home cooks, refined 
foodies and, of course, anyone who 
considers pasta an essential food group.

THE COOK’S APPRENTICE
Stephanie Alexander
The much-admired chef, cookbook writer 
and food activist Stephanie Alexander has 
conceived this book as a resource for young 
or novice cooks, but it is likely to build a 
wider following. It includes 56 alphabetically 
organised ingredient chapters and more than 
300 easily achievable recipes. Alexander’s 
choice of dishes is as multicultural as 
contemporary Australian society, and she 
also includes handy sections on ingredients 
and techniques. A wonderful gift for junior 
foodies, young people leaving home for the 
first time and unconfident cooks who need a 
crash course in the culinary arts, The Cook’s 
Apprentice is destined to be an essential 
companion to its author’s masterwork, The 
Cook’s Companion.

FEAST: FOOD OF THE 
ISLAMIC WORLD
Anissa Helou
As Anissa Helou introduces us to the 
diverse and delicious food of the Islamic 
world, she necessarily guides us from the 
Middle East, where Islam began in the 7th 
century, to parts of Africa (as far south as 
Tanzania), to the eastern reaches of Asia, 
such as Malaysia and Indonesia, following 
the spread of the religion over the centuries. 
Once again, food is a way into history. But 
this book is all about the food, with more 
than 300 recipes accompanied by a note on 
the country or countries where they can be 
found. There are couscous dishes from the 
Maghreb, pistachio ice cream from Lebanon, 
stuffed vine leaves from Iran, biryani from 
India, satays from Indonesia and many more, 
all presented in a handsome volume with a 
stunning jewel-coloured cover.

FROM THE EARTH
Peter Gilmore
From the Earth: World’s Great, Rare and 
Almost Forgotten Vegetables shines a 
spotlight on the rare vegetables that have 
inspired Peter Gilmore on his quest for 
culinary perfection. The book celebrates 
the wonderful diversity of the vegetable 
kingdom, focusing on the heirloom and 
open-pollinated varieties growing in 
Gilmore's own vegie patch. Recipes 
showcase Gilmore’s passion for flavour and 
variety, while also detailing the featured 
vegetable’s history and provenance. Both 
the raw vegetables and resulting dishes 
are magnificently photographed, and earthy 
biographical features on four sustainable 
growers who provide produce for Gilmore’s 
restaurants highlight the passion and 
dedication needed to bring these almost 
forgotten vegetable varieties to the table.

CELLAR BAR
Guy Grossi
With Guy Grossi’s latest book you can 
bring the feel and food of Melbourne’s 
iconic Cellar Bar restaurant into your home. 
Like the restaurant, this book is all about 
homeliness, warmth and comfort. Grossi 
shares his childhood memories of food 
and family, and explains how they’ve been 
translated into the most casual venue in his 
Grossi Florentino stable. Filled with more 
than just the classic pasta dishes that are 
at the heart of the Cellar Bar, the recipe 
book includes a good swag of breakfast 
inspiration (and not just the standards), 
sweet treats, main courses and antipasti. 
All meaning that you can re-create the 
‘sprezzatura’ (apparent effortlessness) that 
is at the heart of this Melbourne institution. 
The accompanying photos are as rich as 
dark chocolate, perfectly evoking both the 
mood and the meals. 

FEED ME
Liviana Prola
This unique cookery book is dedicated to 
the four-legged member of your family and 
is the ultimate guide for anyone wishing to 
provide their dog with a nutritious, home-
cooked diet. The book’s straightforward 
formatting makes it easy to navigate and 
veterinary scientist Liviana Prola is well 
qualified to advise on pet nutrition. Alongside 
the recipes, she provides comprehensive 
information and thoughtful tips to aid 
anxious owners in making the best decisions 
for their dog’s specific needs. Feed Me: 50 
Home Cooked Meals for Your Dog is both 
practical and beautifully produced, featuring 
winsome illustrations from Kevin Waldron.

FLOUR AND STONE
Nadine Ingram
Professional bakers are truly dedicated 
people, rising before dawn to sift and knead 
and roll. That dedication shines through this 
gorgeous guide to baking by Nadine Ingram, 
the woman behind Woolloomooloo’s Flour 
and Stone bakery. Ingram’s recipes are 
filled with the detail you’ll need to achieve 
each delectable delight (including different 
amounts for different cake tin sizes), the tips 
and techniques at the front are invaluable, 
and the photos are mouth-watering. Sweet 
dominates over savoury, with flaky pastries, 
delicate madeleines, frosted cakes and 
fluffy buns filling the pages – but there’s 
cheesy, eggy goodness too. You’ll want to 
bake pretty much every single thing in this 
book, especially Flour and Stone’s famous 
panna cotta lamingtons. And unlike the 
professionals, you can wait until the sun is 
up to get started.

THE COMPLETE  
GUIDE TO BAKING
Rodolphe Landemaine
This comprehensive reference book is 
perfect for anyone seeking to acquire the 
technical know-how required to become 
an expert in the art of baking. Step-by-
step photographs accompany each recipe, 
demystifying the intricacies of baking treats 
such as baguettes, sourdough and specialty 
breads, pastries, brioche and cakes. 
French baker Landemaine explains the 
fundamentals (types of flours and starters; 
stages of fermentation; basic doughs and 
fillings), and includes a comprehensive 
illustrated glossary outlining techniques 
and showing the utensils you will need to 
become a talented boulanger.

FAMILY
Hetty McKinnon
There’s a lot to like about Hetty McKinnon’s 
latest book. Like its bestselling predecessors 
Community and Neighbourhood, Family 
is about creating healthy and delicious 
vegetarian dishes to be eaten with family, 
friends and neighbours. This time, though, 
the focus is on food that will please the 
palates of every member of the family, 
including children of all ages. There are 
fewer strong-flavoured herbs in these 
dishes than in McKinnon’s other recipes, 
and more raw vegetables. Chapters are 
dedicated to soups and pasta dishes, and 
plenty of kid-friendly comfort choices (baked 
jacket potatoes, sweet potato mac and 
cheese, eggplant parmigiana) are included. 
All of the recipes are easy to make – even 
the spectacular chocolate and cherry 
semifreddo – and are packed full of flavour 
and goodness.

FERVOR
Paul Iskov
You’ve never seen bush tucker like this. 
Paul Iskov and sister Bree run a pop-up 
restaurant, Fervor, that travels through the 
outback to experience and share the best 
native food Australia can offer. Paul seeks 
permission and knowledge from Indigenous 
elders, placing a strong emphasis on respect 
and adherence to tradition. He believes 
Indigenous custodians are the experts in 
managing, harvesting and growing bush 
foods. This recipe book is not just about 
food, but about story, building on 60,000 
years of rich Aboriginal culture and including 
exquisite, sensual photographs by Chris 
Gurney. Iskov writes in a colloquial style 
that feels like its author and the reader are 
having a casual yarn, but the point is clear: 
through story, food is about connection to 
family, history and the land.

THE GERMAN COOKBOOK
Alfons Schuhbeck
Using clean, modern photography in an 
otherwise classically presented book, this 
weighty collection contains over 500 recipes 
designed to showcase the impressive 
range of German cuisine, moving beyond 
schnitzel and strudel to exciting proteins 
such as rabbit, boar and liver; dense sweet 
breads; seafood and soups. There’s even 
an entire (particularly satisfying) chapter 
on dumplings and potatoes. Schuhbeck’s 
impressive résumé as a Michelin-starred 
chef and restaurateur put him in good 
stead as an expert on German cookery. 
The collection features recipes for quick 
preparation (with those taking less than 
30 minutes and using less than five 
ingredients clearly marked), as well as a few 
adventurous ones requiring the sourcing of 
more-unusual ingredients, various European 
cheeses or the use of a spätzle maker.

Broadsheet HB 
$49.95

Lantern HB  
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

Bloomsbury HB  
WAS $80  
NOW $69.99

Hardie Grant  
HB WAS $80 
NOW $69.99

Lantern HB 
$49.99

Phaidon HB 
$39.95

Simon & Schuster 
HB WAS $55 
NOW $49.99

Hardie Grant  
HB WAS $59.99 
NOW $29.99

Plum PB $39.99

Margaret River HB 
 $39

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

EAT AT THE BAR
Matt McConnell  
& Jo Gamvros
When Matt McConnell and Jo Gamvros 
opened Melbourne’s Bar Lourinhã in 2006, 
they were at the forefront of the casual, 
small-plate-driven style of dining that is now 
so ubiquitous in Australian cities. The Bar 
Lourinhã formula is simple – flavoursome, 
seasonally inspired small plates served 
in a welcoming, fuss-free environment. 
Eat at the Bar is as colourful and full of 
Mediterranean accents as Bar Lourinhã’s 
interior, offering recipes for tapas-style 
dishes as well as more-substantial plates. 
There’s a strong Spanish influence, but 
McConnell’s recipes are as contemporary 
Australian as they come, full of bold flavours 
but delivered with a refined simplicity. Best 
of all, they’re also easily emulated by the 
home cook. 
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Artisan HB $55

LATERAL COOKING
Niki Segnit
A ringing endorsement from Yotam 
Ottolenghi isn’t the only reason to settle 
down to appreciate the food-writing 
brilliance in Niki Segnit’s follow-up to the 
André Simon Award–winning The Flavour 
Thesaurus. Where that book was like a Wiki 
for flavour combinations, Lateral Cooking 
gives base recipes and then explains, in 
intriguing detail, all the combinations and 
permutations you can apply to come up 
with variations of equal deliciousness. So, 
for instance, start with a recipe for bread 
and then learn how to vary it depending 
on what’s in season, what’s available, and 
what takes your fancy. Segnit’s idea is that 
you end up memorising base recipes and 
then start cooking by instinct. Fascinatingly 
theoretical enough for the food nerds and 
practical enough for the home cooks, this is 
a cookbook-shelf essential.

NEW FEAST: MODERN 
MIDDLE EASTERN 
VEGETARIAN
Greg & Lucy Malouf
Inspired for reasons of health and heritage 
to eat more plant-based foods and less 
meat, acclaimed chef Greg Malouf puts 
the pigeon on the backburner and makes 
eggplant, zucchini and artichoke the hero 
of the dish. Chapters are clearly structured, 
from breakfast to cookies, but the emphasis 
is on mixing and matching the 130-plus 
recipes to any occasion, from brunch to a 
celebration dinner. Malouf’s menu ideas 
show how it’s done – for example, cherry-
picking charred corncobs, baked eggplant, 
mixed spring greens and pear sorbet 
for when friends come over for a casual 
dinner. With flavour and freshness the key 
ingredients, there’s plenty of inspiration here 
for vegetarians keen to add spice to their 
diet, and reassurance for omnivores who 
won’t notice the absence of animal protein 
on their plate.

RIVER COTTAGE LIGHT & EASY
LOVE YOUR LEFTOVERS 
Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall
Bloomsbury HB WERE $45 each 
NOW $16.95 each
He may have a Monty Python–ish name, 
but there’s nothing funny about Hugh 
Fearnley-Whittingstall’s uncompromising 
and admirable commitment to seasonal and 
ethically produced food. In River Cottage 
Light & Easy, he argues that delicious, 
health-giving food doesn’t have to be time-
consuming and complicated, and gives 170 
tasty recipes to prove his case. In Love Your 

Leftovers, he gives practical advice for cooking on a weekly basis 
with leftovers in mind, and then supplies more than 100 simple and 
flexible recipes. Great advice at an equally great price!

SPECIAL GUEST
Annabel Crabb  
& Wendy Sharpe
Those who enjoy a good solid cookbook 
written with exuberance and a sense of 
humour will appreciate the latest offering 
from the team who gave us Special Delivery. 
Here, Crabb and Sharpe show us tricks and 
treats to use when constructing food for 
friends, family and television nights. Each 
recipe has been created for those of us who 
are juggling an enormous range of activities 
but still want to be able to share a home-
cooked meal. Think of meals of pasta, pies 
and cakes, and of meals that can be frozen 
ahead of time and reheated without stress. 
There are recipes for those that are vegan, 
gluten intolerant or even simply intolerant 
eaters; all are practical, come from the heart 
and are truly delicious.

MEAT: THE ULTIMATE 
COMPANION
Anthony Puharich  
& Libby Travers
Many of us have used Hugh Fearnley-
Whittingstall’s The River Cottage Meat 
Book as our guide to eating meat well. Not 
anymore. Meat: The Ultimate Companion is 
Australia’s answer to the subject. Curated 
by food writer Libby Travers and butcher 
Anthony Puharich, TV presenter and owner of 
Sydney’s Victor Churchill butcher shop, this 
impressive publication covers the history of 
every main animal we raise for meat, and 
includes illustrated butchery techniques and 
expert tips on selecting, storing and cooking. 
Information has been collated from the 
farmer, the butcher and our very best chefs 
to give you the ultimate guide. It’s bound 
to be your first stop on the shelf whether 
seeking inspired recipes or technical 
guidance on any aspect of meat cookery. 

SIMPLE
Yotam Ottolenghi
It’s Ottolenghi. Need we say more? Writing 
with Tara Wigley and Esme Howarth, the 
superstar chef, restaurateur and cookbook 
author here presents secrets to successful 
and stress-free cooking. There’s more than 
one way to put a meal on the table, and a 
variety of approaches are outlined, all colour-
coded for easy reference. So orange recipes 
are for when you are short on time, taking 
only 30 minutes to get on the table. And 
green recipes are made in advance, kept in 
the fridge and warmed through or brought to 
room temperature before serving. There are 
also ‘lazy’ recipes for slow-cooked dishes 
that can be ignored in the oven until serving. 
With Ottolenghi’s trademark focus on 
veggies and robust Middle Eastern flavours 
again at the fore, this book delivers what it 
promises – simple and delicious dishes.

SUQAR
Greg & Lucy Malouf
Desserts nourish the soul (if not always 
the body), say Greg and Lucy Malouf in 
the introduction to their eighth book, and 
the more than 100 sweet delights in this 
enticing cookbook certainly promise sugary 
joy and satisfaction. Taking their flavours 
from the long history of Middle Eastern 
cuisine and their ideas from the modern 
day, these recipes are full of flavour and 
love, fruit and syrup, cream and confection. 
From tiny delicacies (stuffed dates) to 
large, luxurious cakes (Lebanese love 
cake combining a white chocolate lemon 
cake with lemon mousseline and an Italian 
meringue topping), the recipes are inspired. 

THE MEZZE COOKBOOK
Salma Hage
Lebanese cookbook author Salma Hage 
garnered a James Beard Award for her 
2017 Middle Eastern Vegetarian Cookbook, 
and we wouldn’t be at all surprised if this 
compact follow-up volume, which focuses 
on sharing plates from the Middle East, wins 
similar accolades. Organised predominantly 
by recipe type – dips & nibbles, salads, 
vegetables, grains, pulses & rice, pastries & 
breads, sweets – it draws on the cuisines of 
Lebanon, Iran, Turkey and Syria to present 
a mouth-watering array of recipes that can 
easily be cooked at home, often in advance 
of a meal or in quantities that cater for 
lovers of leftovers (and isn’t that all of us?). 
Full of flavour, colour and healthy goodness, 
these mezze ideas are decidedly moreish 
and certain to please most palates.

THE NORDIC BAKING BOOK
Magnus Nilsson
Celebrity Swedish chef Magnus Nilsson’s 
fourth book for Phaidon is an exhaustive 
and painstakingly researched compendium 
on modern and traditional home baking. In 
The Nordic Baking Book, Nilsson traverses 
the Nordic countries (Denmark, the Faroe 
Islands, Finland, Iceland, Norway and 
Sweden), compiling over 450 recipes 
for breads, pastries, buns, cakes and 
flatbreads, and conferring with everyone 
from food experts and professional bakers 
to home cooks and historians along the 
way. Coming in at close to 400 pages, this 
ambitious project is a masterfully crafted 
work that captures both the culture and 
flavour of the Nordic countries and their 
baking heritage. 

SMITH & DELI-CIOUS: FOOD 
FROM OUR DELI (THAT 
HAPPENS TO BE VEGAN)
Shannon Martinez  
& Mo Wyse
The team behind Melbourne’s hugely 
popular vegan restaurant Smith & Daughters 
continue their adventures in the world of 
plant-based recipes and produce in this 
feel-good and proudly meat-free follow-up 
to Smith & Daughters: A Cookbook (That 
Happens to be Vegan). When the pair 
decided to expand their business and open 
a vegan deli, it became a crowd-pleasing 
overnight success. This book tells that story, 
and brings together an eclectic bunch of 
recipes in which meat versions of dishes like 
beef stroganoff and the Aussie meat pie are 
replaced by plant-based alternatives. Ready-
made meals, sandwiches and an assortment 
of cakes and deli fare highlight chef Shannon 
Martinez’s flair for veganising the classics 
while adding new and exciting dishes to her 
ever-expanding plant-based menu.

TIME: A YEAR & A DAY  
IN THE KITCHEN
Gill Meller
This is not your all-in-30-minutes, quick-
as-a-flash, plenty-of-shortcuts weeknight 
cooking recipe book. Time puts the 
emphasis on taking time to cook, not just 
to make delicious food but to establish 
gentler and healthier rhythms in life and to 
create lasting memories. There are even 
some philosophical ponderings on the 
concept of time itself, along with some 
poetry. The recipes are divided into times 
of day, and then further into seasons. So 
you can find a spritely morning meal that’s 
perfect for spring, or a rib-sticking night-
time recipe for the depths of winter. With a 
12-year history working with the famous 
UK restaurant River Cottage, Gill Meller’s 
recipes are unsurprisingly sophisticated but 
also comforting, earning him praise from 
authorities including Nigella Lawson. 

Bloomsbury HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

Hardie Grant PB 
WAS $29.99 
NOW $16.95

Murdoch HB 
$39.99

Murdoch HB 
$79.99

Ebury HB  
WAS $49.99  
NOW $44.99

Hardie Grant HB 
$55

Phaidon HB 
$49.95

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

 

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $50  
NOW $44.99

Quadrille HB 
$39.99

THE NOMA GUIDE  
TO FERMENTATION
René Redzepi  
& David Zilber
Fermented foods have been a staple 
for centuries, with sauerkraut, kimchi 
and kombucha the much-touted current 
fermented favourites. Since 2014, famed 
forager and restaurateur René Redzepi 
and his team have been busy working 
away in a purpose-built lab creating 
fermented flavours for his award-wining 
Noma restaurant. Together with chef David 
Zilber, Redzepi charts the team’s progress 
from the early days of experimentation 
and shares their years of research in this 
everything-you-need-to-know guide on the 
subject. Recipes covering fruit, vegetables, 
vinegar, kombucha, miso and more are easy 
to follow, with a step-by-step guide and 
accompanying photographs detailing the 
different fermentation processes.
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Highly Recommended   

TOP STOCKS 2019
Martin Roth  
Wiley PB $29.95
This share-buyer’s guide to 
leading Australian companies 
gives advice on how to 
maximise your profits and 
grow your portfolio.

AMAZING TRAIN JOURNEYS
Whether they be long, short, fast or slow, 
the 60 trips showcased in Amazing Train 
Journeys successfully conjure up the 
addictive magic of travelling by train. A 
globe-hopping, inspirational, station-to-
station guide to some of the most iconic 
(both well travelled and less well known) 
train journeys, this book is jam-packed with 
illustrations to whet your appetite and has 
just the right amount of factual information 
to kick-start your planning.  

FLAVOURS OF AUSTRALIA: 
EAT, DRINK & TRAVEL
Foodies and hospitality aficionados 
alike will love this guide to Australia’s 
best restaurants. Current food culture, 
as revealed in this book, is marked by 
innovative flavours created with local, 
ethical and sustainable ingredients. Despite 
having no national cuisine, we benefit from 
influences from bush tucker to our incredibly 
diverse multicultural heritage. With a 
generous line-up of restaurants, breweries, 
distilleries and bars divided by state, 
readers will encounter the enormous colour 
and character of the venues pushing the 
boundaries of Australian food culture. Dining 
experiences are described in rich detail 
– accompanied by photos of exquisitely 
prepared fine dining food – as are the 
stories of the people behind the plates. As 
much travel guide as taste experience on 
the page, Flavours of Australia will ignite any 
foodie’s imagination.

A TRAVELLER’S YEAR
Travis Elborough  
& Nick Rennison
As its title suggests, this book gives travel 
inspiration for each of the 365 days of the 
year. Travis Elborough and Nick Rennison 
compile writings from travellers, explorers 
and trailblazers from around the world, 
and across history, including extracts from 
diaries, essays, letters and more for each 
day in the year. These little bits of travel 
wisdom come from a wide range of authors 
– women and men, people who travelled 
by air and across the land, sea captains 
exploring the unknown and contemporary 
travel writers exploring modern cities. 
Containing thoughts on travel to carry you 
through the course of the year, A Traveller’s 
Year will encourage your mind to journey 
even when your body can’t.

THE BEST MOMENT  
OF YOUR LIFE
Here, Lonely Planet authors and well-known 
names from the world of travel share 
their life-changing travel experiences. 
From wildlife encounters to acts of human 
kindness, personal revelations to big picture 
realisations, these inspirational stories 
highlight the importance of being open to 
both travel and culture. The experiences 
are illustrated throughout with glorious 
photographs sourced from Lonely Planet’s 
extensive image library. With practical 
information for each trip and the 100 
featured destinations covered, these deeply 
personal stories traverse the globe and are 
sure to conjure up memories of your own 
most memorable travel experience.

DESTINATION ART
Subtitled ‘500 Artworks Worth the Trip’, 
this compact reference from the ever-
reliable Phaidon editors gives plenty of 
inspiration for arty detours, side trips and 
dedicated pilgrimages. Divided by continent 
and focusing on permanently installed, 
place-specific contemporary artworks, 
it is premised on the belief that these 
works are worth a journey so that they 
can be experienced in situ. Making the art 
itself the destination, the book directs the 
reader to 500 artworks – murals, street 
art, sculptures, land art, stained glass, 
memorials and more – located in over 300 
cities and 60 countries around the globe. 
Some of the works are stand-alone pieces; 
others are located in sculpture parks and on 
art trails. 

TOKYO
Steve Wide &  
Michelle Mackintosh
Equally appealing as a guide for newbies or 
a homage for Japanophiles, this beautifully 
designed paean to all things Tokyo is as 
cute and compelling as the city itself. 
Tokyo’s many enclaves are introduced and 
identified, from traditional (think Asakusa) 
to central (Ginza) and modern (Shibuya), 
with curated walks for each area. There’s a 
punchy round-up of history and culture for 
background, recommendations for eating 
and drinking (with fab suggestions for vegos 
and vegans), plus pull-outs on special things 
the authors love, from kimonos to cats, 
record stores to vintage markets. 

Lonely Planet HB 
$39.99

Smudge HB  
WAS $80  
NOW $69.99

Frances Lincoln  
PB WAS $35 
NOW $14.95

Lonely Planet HB 
$29.99 Phaidon PB 

$49.95

Plum PB $34.99

Lonely Planet HB 
$34.99

PARIS
Janelle McCulloch
This photographic love letter to the city 
that has captured more hearts than any 
other begins with a stroll through various 
arrondissements to discover the Parisian 
spirit. From the 1st (‘the Sophisticate’) 
and 3rd (‘the Hipster’) to the 18th (‘the 
Enchanter’), each area is introduced with 
personal and quirky insights from the author, 
lifestyle journalist Janelle McCulloch. The 
walks that follow highlight the must-
sees that capture the essence of each 
arrondissement. Paris then morphs into a 
style handbook, identifying the bookstores 
and antique shops, design hubs and tea 
salons that make the city so seductive. 

Plum PB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $19.99

EPIC HIKES OF THE WORLD
Lonely Planet HB $44.99
Stories of 50 incredible 
hiking routes in 30 
countries, plus a further 
150 suggestions for one-
day jaunts and urban trails, 
month-long thru-hikes, 
cultural rambles and 
mountain expeditions.

THE COURAGE  
TO BE DISLIKED
Ichiro Kishimi  
Allen & Unwin PB $24.99
Using the theories of 
Alfred Adler, Kishimi 
gives simple yet profound 
lessons that can help us 
to liberate our real selves 
and find lasting happiness.

MAGIC
Jan Golembiewski  
Transit Lounge PB $29.99
Set in the Americas, Europe 
and Africa, this true story 
follows a young man as he 
sets off on a perilous spiritual 
search and adventure.

AWARE
Daniel J Siegel  
Scribe PB $32.99
Siegel introduces readers 
to his Wheel of Awareness, 
a tool for cultivating more 
focus, presence and peace in 
one’s day-to-day life.

WELCOME TO COUNTRY
Marcia Langton  
Explore Australia HB $39.99
Long anticipated, this 
travel guide to Indigenous 
Australia includes a directory 
of Indigenous tourism 
experiences, organised by 
state or territory.

FORMULA 1: THE  
PURSUIT OF SPEED
Maurice Hamilton,  
Paul-Henri & Bernard 
Cahier Aurum HB  
WAS $59.99 NOW $19.95
This celebration of F1’s 
greatest moments features 
stunning photographs 
chronicling the teams, cars 
and drivers on the circuit from 
the 1950s to the present day.

BABIES & TODDLERS
Kaz Cooke  
Viking PB $39.99
A fun and practical go-to 
manual on the care of 
babies and toddlers 
from the author of the 
bestselling Up the Duff.
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THE VANLIFE 
COMPANION
In recent years, #Vanlife (originally 
used as a joking reference to 
Tupac’s ‘thug life’ tattoo) has 
grown into an international social-
media phenomenon, as well as a 
desirable lifestyle for people from 
all walks of life. This guidebook 
provides advice and inspiration 

for all those considering making a van 
into a home. In its pages, readers will 
discover practical information on how to 
select and customise a van to suit their 
needs as well as verified tips on how to 
budget and pack appropriately, as well as 
deal with larger matters such as security 
and vehicle maintenance. A section 
featuring interviews with ordinary people 
who’ve embraced life on the road proves 
particularly illuminating, demonstrating the 
wide scope of the movement.

Lonely Planet HB 
$29.99

WINE TRAILS: AUSTRALIA  
& NEW ZEALAND
Wine tourism is growing in popularity 
around the globe. Always a company 
aligned with the zeitgeist, Lonely Planet 
was quick to reflect this in its publishing 
programme, releasing Wine Trails: Plan 
52 Perfect Weekends in Wine Country a 
few years ago. Now comes another title in 
this series, one focusing on wine trails in 
Australia and New Zealand. Forty weekend-
long trails provide inspiration for tasting 
wine in the place it was made, showcasing 
both traditional and up-and-coming wine 
territory. It’s no surprise that South Australia 
and Victoria are well represented, but trails 
are also nominated in each state and on 
both islands in New Zealand. Wineries and 
cellar doors are identified, standout varietals 
and vintages are highlighted, and practical 
information (where to stay, where to eat, 
festivals to attend) is included.

Q 9. What 1988 book has sold  
more than 10 million copies?



SPECIAL
PRICESPECIAL

PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

Century PB  
WAS $35  
NOW $29.99

BEASTIE BOYS BOOK
Michael Diamond  
& Adam Horovitz
Formed as a New York City hardcore band 
in 1981, the Beastie Boys struck an unlikely 
path to global hip-hop superstardom. Here, 
band members Adam ‘Ad-Rock’ Horovitz and 
Michael ‘Mike D’ Diamond tell the band’s 
story, offering revealing accounts of their 
transition from teenage punk musicians 
to social activists and important cultural 
figures. Their text is accompanied by a 
profusion of photographs, illustrations and 
contributions from writers and cultural 
figures including Colson Whitehead, 
Jonathan Lethem, Spike Jonze, Amy Poelher 
and Wes Anderson. Covering everything from 
the overnight success of their debut album 
and its mega-hit ‘Fight for Your Right (To 
Party)’ to their break with Def Jam and the 
death of founding co-member Adam ‘MCA’ 
Yauch, this book is as unique and fascinating 
as the band itself.

LED ZEPPELIN
Led Zeppelin
This illustrated book about one of the 
most successful, innovative and influential 
rock groups in history is the first and 
only publication to be produced in full 
collaboration with band members Jimmy 
Page, Robert Plant and John Paul Jones. 
Celebrating 50 years since the band’s 
inception and detailing its meteoric rise 
to fame, Led Zeppelin features more than 
300 photographs documenting blazing 
performances on stage and candid moments 
off stage, including in the recording studio. 
It also includes previously unseen artworks 
and photographs from the band’s archives, 
and documents and images from the Atlantic 
Records vaults. This is the ultimate gift for 
every hard-core Led Zeppelin fan.

THE ADVENTURES  
OF CATVINKLE
Elliot Perlman  
& Laura Stitzel
This whimsical book started life as stories 
that Elliot Perlman told his niece when she 
was four, and their origin can be seen in the 
novel’s meandering narrative and the absurd 
events that unfold. Catvinkle is a narcissistic 
flying cat who, much to her surprise, 
becomes friends with a very well-meaning 
but not very bright Dalmatian. There are 
some delicate lessons about friendship and 
love – and plenty of dad jokes, too. Laura 
Stitzel’s illustrations bring the stories to life. 
These quirky tales are particularly suited for 
reading aloud at bedtime. 6+

ANOTHER BOOK  
ABOUT BEARS
Laura & Philip Bunting
An earnest author has to deal with an unruly 
bear who refuses to be in their book. Why 
is it always bears, asks the poor old brown 
bear who is supposed to be in the story. 
And so starts a hilarious dialogue between 
author and character. Just why are there 
so many books about bears? Well, as the 
author tells the bear, earthworms are just 
too boring. And peacocks are too fancy. The 
meta-fictional layers in this picture book will 
appeal to the adults, and the kids will lap up 
the humour. 4+

A COVETED POSSESSION
Michael Atherton
Once central to family, community and 
cultural life but since superseded by the 
gramophone, radio, television and digital 
devices, the piano has had a fascinating 
history in Australia. Composer, performer 
and academic Michael Atherton charts the 
instrument’s adventures across Australia – 
on the goldfields, at the frontlines of war, in 
the manufacturing hubs of the Federation 
era, and in the hands of the makers, 
entrepreneurs, teachers and virtuosos of 
the 20th century – and investigates how 
it has conveyed powerful messages about 
class, education, leisure, national identity 
and intergenerational history over its two 
centuries in this country. An enthralling 
cultural history, compellingly recounted.

THE ADVENTURES OF  
JACK SCRATCH: THE QUEST 
FOR THE HISS-PANIOLA
Craig Phillips
Jack Scratch is the (almost) swashbuckling 
feline hero of this graphic novel all about 
pirate cats. That’s right – pirate cats. And 
why not? Jack and the famous cat-mariner 
Captain Catnip set off in search of treasure 
after stealing a map from the scoundrel 
Billy Fishbones. It promises to lead them to 
the shipwreck of the famous Hiss-Paniola. 
Appropriately pirate-y adventures ensue, 
complete with plank-walking, desert islands, 
golden galleons and a lot of sea-ditties 
sung by the enthusiastic Jack, who has 
more good fortune than good sense. More 
adventures are promised. 7+

THE ARRIVAL

SKETCHES FROM  
A NAMELESS LAND 
Shaun Tan
First published in 2006, Shaun Tan’s The 
Arrival is justifiably regarded as a classic. 
A series of images that tell – without any 
words – a migrant story with universal 
resonance for anyone who has left their 
home for a strange land, it was awarded 
innumerable prizes on publication. Tan later 
wrote plenty of words in Sketches from a 
Nameless Land, annotating the sketches 
he made while developing his ideas and 
illustrations for The Arrival, with both text 
and pictures providing a fascinating insight 
into his creative process. This set of both 
of these books in hardcover is simply 
extraordinary value. NB: Available only while 
stocks last. 10+

IMAGINE 
John Lennon & Yoko Ono
Compiled and curated by Yoko Ono, 
whose ‘event scores’ from the 1964 
book Grapefruit inspired the lyrics of the 
much-loved title track, Imagine offers the 
inside story of the making of the legendary 
1971 album, recounted by the people who 
were there as it was recorded.  It includes 
hitherto-unpublished archive photos and 
footage sequences of all the key players in 
situ, together with lyric sheets and Yoko’s 
art installations; and also contains digitally 
rendered maps, floor plans and panoramas 
that recreate the interior of Tittenhurst Park 
in Berkshire, where much of the album was 
recorded. New insights are offered by over 
40 musicians, engineers, staff, celebrities, 
artists and photographers who were there 
at the time, including Julian Lennon, Klaus 
Voormann, Alan White, Jim Keltner, David 
Bailey, Dick Cavett and Michael Parkinson. 
All the minutiae are examined, too, including 
the music and lyrics, production techniques 
and the creative process behind the double-
exposure polaroids used on the album cover. 

WHY DYLAN MATTERS
Richard F Thomas
One of the world’s foremost experts 
on Classical poetry, Harvard University 
professor Richard F Thomas was initially 
ridiculed by his colleagues for teaching 
a course on Bob Dylan alongside his 
traditional seminars on Homer, Virgil and 
Ovid. But then Dylan was awarded the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, and Thomas 
almost immediately found himself thrust 
into the limelight as a leading academic 
voice in all matters Dylanological. This 
witty, personal volume is a distillation of 
Thomas’s famous course, and makes a 
compelling case for moving Dylan out of 
the rock n’ roll Hall of Fame and into the 
pantheon of Classical poets. 

ALL THE WAYS  
TO BE SMART
Davina Bell &  
Allison Colpoys
Celebrating creativity, play, self-reflection, 
questioning, collaboration and kindness, 
as well as knowledge of all kinds, this 
rhyming picture book reassures and 
reminds children that they can be smart 
in many different ways – and in their very 
own way, too. From drawing to thinking, 
most children’s activities are covered. Even 
the fad of 2018 – making slime – gets a 
mention. The illustrations, which range 
from calm to exuberant, show the joyous 
heights that children’s imagination and play 
can reach. 2+

THE BONELESS MERCIES
April Genevieve Tucholke 
Frey is the leader of a pack of Boneless 
Mercies – women hired to bring merciful 
deaths to the sick and elderly across the 
land. When they hear of a legendary monster 
capable of destroying entire villages, the 
young women decide to pursue the beast in 
search of fortune and glory. This genderbent 
reimagining of Beowulf is a fiercely feminist 
work of dark fantasy. The world that April 
Genevieve Tucholke evokes is brutal and 
lyrical, rich with magic and myth. 14+

Faber HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Reel Art HB $99

Puffin  
HB $19.99

Omnibus  
HB $17.99

La Trobe PB 
$34.99

Wildling  
HB $29.99

Lothian HB  
WAS $89.99 
NOW $19.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB WAS $65 
NOW $59.99

HarperCollins PB 
$19.99

Scribble  
HB $24.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB $16.99

MY LOVE STORY
Tina Turner
It’s hard to believe that the iconic Tina Turner 
turns 80 this year. She seems forever young 
and vital. But 80 she is, and she looks back 
on a long life in her second autobiography 
(her first was published in 1986, almost 
half a lifetime ago). Turner opens up about 
everything from her disastrous abusive 
first marriage to Ike Turner, her happier 
marriage to Erwin Bach, the suicide of her 
son last year, and her own health issues. 
And of course there are plenty of celebrity 
encounters along the way. A candid story of 
survival as well as love, of the bad as well as 
the good, My Love Story is straightforwardly 
told and thoroughly engaging – she is, after 
all, an entertainer par excellence.
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Macmillan  
HB set  
WAS $44.99 
NOW $24.95

THE BOOK OF TREES
Piotr Socha &  
Wojciech Grajkowski
From the tree of life to the life within a 
forest, this beautiful large-format book 
explores many facts about trees, as well as 
their meaning in our lives and mythology. 
From the use of family trees in medicine 
to the art of topiary, from the symbolism 
of trees in religion to using wood to make 
music, The Book of Trees has myriad facts 
to keep older readers fascinated, while 
gorgeous images will keep younger readers 
just as entertained. 8+

THE FIRST ADVENTURES  
OF PRINCESS PEONY
Nette Hilton &  
Lucinda Gifford
Peony (that’s P.E.O.N.Y. to you) is a princess-
in-waiting, or so she thinks. She’s practising 
being obeyed, has a dog-like dragon as 
her sidekick, and a boy-like troll as her foe. 
Finding herself caught in a bear trap, she 
employs a princess smile, but it’s her clever 
ways that will save her, and the day ends 
with her mucking in with trollboy to make 
some bear traps of her own. 5+

 

HOW AIRPORTS WORK
Fun facts: Dubai Terminal 3 is twice the size 
of Disneyland in LA. In 2016, around 21.6 
million pieces of baggage were lost around 
the world. And the busiest cargo airport 
in the world, Hong Kong’s Chep Lap Kok, 
handles 4.5 million tonnes of freight every 
year. Discover plenty more such incredible 
pieces of information in this detailed 
look at planes and airports. The words 
and illustrations, as well as lift-the-flaps 
and fold-out pages, will absorb children 
obsessed with flight and transport – as well 
as your average kid thirsty for information – 
for hours. 6+

LOUISIANA’S WAY HOME
Kate DiCamillo
Poignant and profound, Louisiana’s Way 
Home follows a young girl from the moment 
her Granny wakes her up in the middle of 
the night and takes her away from all she 
knows, until she ends up in a strange town 
in a different state. Here, she discovers that 
the truths her Granny told her might not be 
true at all. Who is she, then? Louisiana was 
a character in two-time Newberry Award 
Winner Kate DiCamillo’s Raymie Nightingale 
but her story works just perfectly as a 
stand-alone novel. 9+

THE MAPMAKERS’ RACE
Eirlys Hunter  
& Kirsten Slade
This fast-paced and charming novel is about 
four children who temporarily lose their 
parents just as they are about to set off on 
a race that offers their family’s last chance 
of escaping poverty. Their task is to map a 
rail route through an uncharted wilderness, 
overcoming the many obstacles posed by 
nature as well as the treachery of their 
competitors. Eirlys Hunter has created child 
characters who are brave and competent, 
but not always right. And the world of The 
Mapmakers’ Race is magical enough to be 
intriguing but close enough to our own to 
keep the reader on firm ground. 8+

CHERRIES
Carrie Gallasch  
& Sara Acton
From the moment the first blossoms ‘stretch 
and unfold their petals’, two children wait 
for the cherry trees to fruit. As summer days 
lengthen and warm, and there is swimming 
and napping and eating, the children learn 
a lesson in patience. ‘It’s not time yet,’ 
they’re told again and again. Nature can’t 
be hurried, after all. And then, one day, at 
last, it is time for a feast. Cherries is a gentle 
portrait of life, nature and seasonality. Its 
poetic text and watercolour illustrations are 
perfectly matched. 3+

I’M JUST NO GOOD  
AT RHYMING
Chris Harris & Lane Smith
Forget what you think you know about 
poetry – this is something totally different. 
Writer and TV producer Chris Harris 
combines wit, wordplay and nonsense with 
visual and verbal tricks to make all of us 
look at the world in a new and wonderfully 
upside-down way. Illustrated by Lane Smith, 
a winner of the prestigious Kate Greenaway 
Medal, I’m Just No Good at Rhyming offers 
a surprise around every corner, from the 
mysteriously misnumbered pages that can 
only be deciphered by a certain code-
cracking verse, to a poem that is 100% 
genuinely infinite. 7+

THE MAGIC BOOKSHOP
Natalie Jane Prior  
& Cheryl Orsini
Bookshops are magical places indeed, 
as Ben discovers when he visits his 
grandfather’s mysterious store. A very 
early chapter book, The Magic Bookshop 
contains three stories about the adventures 
Ben has when he goes to visit – a tiger, a 
lighthouse and a magician can all be found 
right there in the shop. They are very real to 
Ben, but they also serve as a reminder of the 
adventures for the mind that hide in book 
pages. Perfect for adults to read aloud, or for 
emerging readers to tackle on their own. 4+

MIFFY: A FIRST  
LIFT-THE-FLAP BOOK
Dick Bruna
This highly interactive lift-the-flap book 
encourages toddlers to predict what image 
is hiding under the flap by answering 
questions about what Miffy is holding, doing 
or seeing. With the vivid colours and simple 
forms that Bruna is known for, the oh-so-
cute little rabbit plays in the garden, visits 
the beach, farm and circus, and then goes to 
bed. An exciting experience for all! 1+

EVERYTHING I’VE  
NEVER SAID
Samantha Wheeler
Ava has Rett syndrome, a genetic mutation 
that affects movement and speech in girls 
and makes it difficult to communicate. She 
has so much to say – like telling her parents 
she’s more grown up than they think, that 
her teacher doesn’t understand her, that 
she loves her family, that she prefers purple 
to pink – but she can’t. In Ava, Samantha 
Wheeler, who has a daughter with Rett 
syndrome, has written a character that any 
tween or teen will identify with, despite – or 
perhaps because of – her differences. 10+

HELLO, AUSTRALIA!
Megan McKean
Cheeky galahs guide the way around 
Australia in this look-and-find adventure 
book, showing off sights new and old. 
Journey through Australia’s states and 
territories to discover the animals and plants 
that make this land so special. Of course, 
no tour of Oz would be complete without 
a visit to at least one or two Big Things – 
and they’re here too. Print-like pictures in 
slightly muted tones are inviting, with great 
detail and things to hunt for. A lovely book to 
pore over together, as well as to inform and 
inspire. 3+

LENNY’S BOOK  
OF EVERYTHING
Karen Foxlee
Heartbreaking and beautiful, whimsical 
but deeply serious, this is a novel for 
sophisticated young readers who love to 
experience deep emotion through books. 
Narrator Lenny lives with her mother and 
brother Davey, a loving and loveable boy 
who can’t stop growing. The siblings explore 
the world through weekly instalments of an 
encyclopaedia and dream of running to the 
wide-open spaces to the north. But, as their 
mother knew all along, there is ‘something 
not right’ with Davey. This novel will wring 
tears from all but the most hardened 
readers. 10+

MAMIE
Tania McCartney
This homage to beloved children’s author 
and illustrator May Gibbs is a delightful book 
about a girl called Mamie, who is born in 
a land far away, where fairies, pixies and 
elves live deep in the woods. Mamie loves to 
sing and dance and paint with her magical 
woodland friends. Her days are like a fairy 
tale. Then Mamie’s family move to Australia, 
and she misses green fields drenched with 
rain. The hot skies and dusty plains of her 
new home turn Mamie’s world upside down. 
Will she ever find new fairy friends in this 
strange and beautiful land? 3+

MY TWO BLANKETS
Irena Kobald &  
Freya Blackwood
This gorgeous, moving picture book about 
a child’s experience as a refugee has now 
been published in three bilingual editions – 
with Farsi, Arabic or Dari words appearing 
alongside the English text. Cartwheel has 
to move to a new country when war comes 
to her home, and everything is scarily 
unfamiliar. Gradually, though, she comes 
to embrace the new while treasuring the 
old. Illustrated by the much-admired Freya 
Blackwood, this joint project between 
publisher Little Hare and Melbourne’s 
Asylum Seeker Resource Centre was funded 
by the Readings Foundation. 4+

Thames & Hudson 
HB $35

Walker Books  
HB $19.99

Lonely Planet  
HB $24.99

Walker  
HB $19.99

Gecko  
PB $19.99

Little Hare  
HB $24.99

Two Hoots HB 
WAS $29.99 
NOW $12.95

ABC  
HB $19.99

Hardie Grant 
Egmont BOARD  
WAS $24.99 
NOW $12.95

UQP  
PB $16.95 

Thames & Hudson 
HB $24.99

Allen & Unwin  
PB $19.99  
HB $27.99

HarperCollins 
HB $24.99

Hardie Grant 
Egmont  
PB $16.99 each

THE GRUFFALO
THE GRUFFALO’S CHILD 
Julia Donaldson &  
Axel Scheffler
Since their publication in 1999 and 2004, 
these rhyming tales of a clever mouse and 
gullible gruffalos, creatures ‘with terrible 
claws and terrible teeth in [their] terrible 
jaws’, have delighted toddlers, their parents 
and everyone else who reads them. Julia 
Donaldson’s text is witty and Axel Scheffler’s 
illustrations are colourful; the results of 
their collaboration pay homage to Maurice 
Sendak’s Where the Wild Things Are and 
are just as beloved. This slipcased set is 
amazing value, and only available while 
stocks last. 1+
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BUILD THE T. REX
Darren Naish, Galia 
Bernstein & Mark Ruffle

BUILD THE SHARK 
Barbara Taylor, Galia 
Bernstein & Mark Ruffle 
Walker HB kit $29.99 each
These unique interactive 
guides allow kids to build 
models of a Tyrannosaurus 
rex and a great white shark, 
and learn fascinating facts 
about them both. 7+

CATCHING TELLER CROW
Ambelin Kwaymullina  
& Ezekiel Kwaymullina 
Allen & Unwin PB $19.99
A cross between a ghost 
story, crime story and thriller, 
told half in prose and half 
in verse, from two exciting 
Aboriginal voices. 14+

HELP AROUND  
THE HOUSE
Morris Gleitzman  
Puffin PB $16.99
Ludo’s dad is elected to 
Federal Parliament, and 
Ludo decides that while 
in Canberra, he too will do 
his bit to make Australia a 
better place. 8+

THE ICE MONSTER
David Walliams  
& Tony Ross  
HarperCollins PB $22.99
Elsie, an orphan on the 
streets of Victorian London, 
hears about the mysterious 
Ice Monster – a woolly 
mammoth found at the 
North Pole – and sets out to 
discover more about it. 8+

MEET ME AT THE 
INTERSECTION
Rebecca Lim &  
Ambelin Kwaymullina 
Fremantle PB $19.99
An anthology of short 
fiction, memoir and poetry 
by Australian authors who 
are First Nations, People of 
Colour, LGBTIQA+ or living 
with disability. 

MORTAL ENGINES
Philip Reeve 
Scholastic PB $18.99
In Reeve’s brilliantly 
imagined creation, the 
world of the Traction 
Era, mobile cities fight 
for survival in a post-
apocalyptic future. The first 
in a series, and a riveting 
read. 12+

Hardie Grant 
Egmont PB 
$14.99 each

THE HUNDRED AND  
ONE DALMATIANS
Dodie Smith 
Here, Dodie Smith’s classic tale is pared 
back to its essence to be reincarnated as 
a picture book. Pongo and Missis have to 
rescue their 15 puppies – and 84 other 
spotty young dogs – from Cruella de Vil’s 
vile plan to turn them into fur coats. Can 
they succeed? Fortunately, the answer is 
yes, but only with help from a variety of 
good-natured doggos and folk, and after 
dealing with plenty of action and tension 
along the way. There are as many spots and 
dots as ever in Steven Lenton’s intensely 
coloured retro illustrations, adding verve to 
the story. 4+

ROBOTPEDIA
Robots are everywhere – building cars, 
driving cars, performing surgery, helping 
soldiers and fire fighters, even vacuuming! 
From high up in space to the bottom of the 
ocean, robots are an instrumental part of 
how humans are learning about the world. 
This encyclopaedic guide takes kids through 
the evolution of robotic technology: from 
the ancient Greek inventors all the way to 
the robotic future as told by the scientists 
creating it. Filled with interactive inserts and 
featuring favourite robots from film and TV, 
Robotpedia takes a fun approach to science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics 
learning. 8+

THE SLIGHTLY  
ALARMING TALE OF THE 
WHISPERING WARS
Jaclyn Moriarty
There are many wonderful things about this 
inventive novel for middle readers, but the 
two very best things are the narrators who 
take turns telling the story. Jaclyn Moriarty 
has given Finlay and Honey Bee huge 
servings of wit and emotional intelligence 
as they describe their part in the Whispering 
Wars, a magical battle. Finlay’s from an 
orphanage and Honey Bee’s from a swanky 
school, but despite early rivalry they find 
common ground – and friendship. This 
book is set in the same world as Moriarty’s 
previous book, The Extremely Inconvenient 
Adventures of Bronte Mettlestone, and 
Bronte Mettlestone appears here, too. 10+

THE STORY OF BABAR
Jean de Brunhoff
‘In the Great Forest a little elephant was 
born. His name was Babar.’ And so begins 
one of the best-loved children’s books of 
all time, the story of a orphan elephant 
who travels from the Great Forest to a city 
very much like Paris, is adopted by a very 
rich old lady, acquires a new and very 
natty wardrobe, returns to the Great Forest, 
marries Celeste and becomes King of the 
elephants. This lovely edition presents de 
Brunhoff’s original text and illustrations in a 
bargain package. 

PLANETARIUM
Chris Wormell  
& Raman Prinja
Welcome to the museum that is always 
open to explore… Step inside the pages 
of this beautiful book to discover galleries 
of galactic matter, expertly curated to 
bring you the experience of a fascinating 
exhibition from the comfort of your own 
home. Planetarium features all aspects of 
space, from the sun and our solar system, 
to the lives of stars, the Milky Way and 
the universe beyond. With constellations, 
asteroids, planets and stars aplenty, this 
book will provide hours of educational 
entertainment. 8+

THE RESTLESS GIRLS
Jessie Burton &  
Angela Barrett
This rewriting of the Brothers Grimm’s 
Twelve Dancing Princesses as a feminist 
fairy tale is a triumph. Jessie Burton turns 
around the story of the trapped princesses 
who nonetheless ruin their shoes every 
night, leading their father to promise his 
kingdom and a daughter’s hand in marriage 
to anyone who can solve the mystery. 
The story is now told from the princesses’ 
perspective and while the ending might not 
be what the Brothers Grimm intended, the 
storytelling feels absolutely natural. Burton 
captures all of the magic, mystery and 
menace that defined their original tales, and 
Barrett’s illustrations are delightful. 8+

SEEING STARS
Sara Gillingham
This artful and accessible introduction to 
constellations equips young readers with 
the information they need to locate, name 
and explain all 88 internationally recognised 
constellations. Each cluster of stars is 
featured alongside the story (mythological 
or historical) behind its naming, tips on how 
to find it, what times of year it is visible, and 
key stars and asterisms within its grouping. 
Complete with star maps and a glossary, 
Seeing Stars is perfect for inquisitive young 
stargazers. 7+

THE SONG FROM 
SOMEWHERE ELSE
A F Harrold & Levi Pinfold 
Frank doesn’t know how to feel when Nick 
Underbridge rescues her from bullies one 
afternoon. No one likes Nick. He’s big, 
he’s weird and he smells – or so everyone 
in Frank’s class thinks. And yet there’s 
something more to Nick, and to his house, 
than meets the eye – Frank isn’t the only 
one keeping secrets, or the only one who 
needs help. This poignant, darkly comic and 
deeply moving story about the power of the 
extraordinary and about finding friendship 
where you least expect it will appeal to Neil 
Gaiman fans and others aged 11+.

TALES FROM  
THE INNER CITY
Shaun Tan
This beautiful storybook from Shaun Tan, 
one of Australia’s most admired illustrators, 
brings together poems, stories and pictures 
that feature animals in the inner city. Tan 
places a great deal of emphasis on visual 
storytelling in this book – here, words and 
images carry equal significance. These tales 
are all different, but each gently explores 
the relationship humans have with animals, 
which is at times paradoxical: humans try 
to create distance between themselves 
and animal kind, but in reality the two are 
intertwined. This is a truly beautiful book 
that should be read by every human. 10+

Egmont  
HB WAS $24.99 
NOW $10.95

Insight  
HB $24.99

Allen & Unwin 
HB $22.99

Egmont  
HB WAS $19.99 
NOW $10.95

Big Picture  
HB $39.99

Bloomsbury  
HB $27.99 

Phaidon  
HB $34.95

Bloomsbury  
HB WAS $24.99 
NOW $9.95

Allen & Unwin 
HB $35

REAL PIGEONS FIGHT CRIME
REAL PIGEONS EAT DANGER 
Andrew McDonald  
& Ben Wood
Crime-fighting pigeons? Absurd! Well, yes. 
But hilarious, too. There are now two books 
in the ‘Real Pigeons’ series, which features a 
gang of street-smart birds with various skills 
– disguise, strength and brains. Kind of. 
The cartoon illustrations and the words are 
equally funny as the pigeons roam the city 
and guard against evil, coming up against 
malicious masterminds like crows and bats, 
and dastardly plots including bird-bottling 
and bombs! Each book has three stories 
with four chapters to suit emerging readers 
with a quirky sense of humour. Coo! 6+
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MY FIRST POP-UP 
DINOSAURS
Owen Davey  
Walker HB $19.99
Fifteen amazing pop-ups 
of dinosaurs, including 
everything from the familiar 
Tyrannosaurus to the bizarre 
Elasmosaurus. 5+

101 WEIRD WORDS  
(AND THREE FAKES)
David Astle 
Allen & Unwin PB $9.99

David Astle’s new kid-focused 
mini-dictionary of unusual 
or interesting words is filled 
with silly pictures and strange 
wordy facts. 

STORIES FOR KIDS WHO 
DARE TO BE DIFFERENT
Ben Brooks  
Quercus HB $35
In this celebration of 
role models of both 
genders, Brooks tells the 
extraordinary stories of 100 
famous and not-so-famous 
men and women who broke 
the mould and made their 
dreams come true. 8+

THE THINGS THAT  
WILL NOT STAND
Michael Gerard Bauer 
Omnibus PB $18.99
This poignant and funny 
tale of teenage friendships 
addresses themes of identity 
and vulnerability, and will 
be enjoyed by fans of John 
Green’s books. 12+

WUNDERSMITH:  
THE CALLING OF 
MORRIGAN CROW
Jessica Townsend  
Lothian HB $24.99  
PB $16.99
Morrigan Crow’s 
perilous adventures in 
the fantastical city of 
Nevermoor continue in 
this much-anticipated 
sequel. 8+

THE MAGIC PUDDING
Norman Lindsay
THE COMPLETE 
ADVENTURES OF 
SNUGGLEPOT AND 
CUDDLEPIE 
May Gibbs  
Harper HB $49.99 each
Handsome gift editions of 
two Australian children’s 
classics, released to 
commemorate their 
publications 100 years 
ago. 8+

THE UPSIDE-DOWN 
HISTORY OF DOWN UNDER
Alison Lloyd  
& Terry Denton  
 ‘The upside-down history of Down Under 
starts with a piece of land that went for 
a swim’, begins this kid-friendly history 
book, which ends 200 million years later 
at Federation. Alison Lloyd offers a great 
introduction to understanding Australia’s 
history, without shirking from the shameful 
parts of the past. She spends due time 
on Australia’s first peoples, colonialism 
and convicts, the gold rush and nascent 
nationalism, with illustrations from Terry 
Denton providing lots of fun. Perfectly 
balanced between the ‘Horrible History’ style 
of entertainment and a straighter take. 10+

Affirm  
HB $19.99

TALES FROM OUTER 
SUBURBIA: BOOK AND 
JIGSAW PUZZLE SET
Shaun Tan
Using his extraordinary imagination and 
unparalleled artistic talent, Shaun Tan 
reveals some of the mysteries of everyday 
life in outer suburbia: homemade pets, 
dangerous weddings, stranded sea 
mammals, tiny exchange students, the 
unexpected edge of the world, and secret 
rooms filled with darkness and delight. 
This keenly priced book and jigsaw puzzle 
set includes both the book and a jigsaw of 
‘The Tuesday Afternoon Reading Group’, a 
750-piece, 700 mm x 500 mm jigsaw. 10+

THE TALES OF MR WALKER
Jess Black & Sara Acton
Inspired by the real-life Mr Walker, a Guide 
Dog Ambassador who calls Melbourne’s 
Park Hyatt home, this sweet collection of 
four brief chapter stories for junior readers 
is sure to delight. A dog in a busy city hotel 
is just the set-up for adventures galore, and 
while Mr Walker takes his job most seriously, 
he has a good sense of fun and charms 
everyone he meets. Royalties from the book 
go to Guide Dogs Victoria. 7+

UNDER THE  
SOUTHERN CROSS
Frané Lessac
Cheeky possums at the (outdoor) pictures; 
mysterious lights at Min Min; the best 
spot to view the Milky Way; animals with 
squishy ping-pong ball eggs; the ‘staircase 
to the moon’. Find out some of Australia’s 
night-time secrets as you travel across 
the country with talented illustrator/
author Frané Lessac. From Mon Repos to 
Melbourne, Boulia to Broome, there are 
detailed discoveries to be made, visualised 
by bold and vibrant images. 5+

WATCH THIS! A BOOK 
ABOUT MAKING SHAPES
Jane Godwin & Beci Orpin  
& Hilary Walker
‘Eddie can make a semi-circle with only 
her self.’ Ari and Luisa make a diamond by 
holding hands. And a line-up of children 
make zig-zags. This powerfully simple book 
shows photos of a dozen everyday Aussie 
kids making shapes with their bodies. In 
black clothes against colourful geometric 
backgrounds, they certainly make an impact. 
Most importantly, this very early geometry 
book shows the kids having fun, making 
maths seem fun and approachable. At the 
end, the narrator prompts readers to enjoy 
making their own shapes. 1+

WIDE BIG WORLD
Maxine Beneba Clarke  
& Isobel Knowles
When Belle is at kinder one day, another 
little girl points out that she is brown. Belle 
proudly agrees, and the book shows us in 
words and pictures all the differences in 
people and nature, which ‘sprinkles her 
sparkle into every child’. Author and slam 
poet Maxine Beneba Clarke brings her 
poetic sensibility to the sparse language in 
this stunning picture book, playing with the 
words just enough to make them sing but 
allowing children to understand and feel 
them. And Isobel Knowles’ illustrations sing 
with colour and movement, too. 3+

TALES FROM  
A TALL FOREST
Shaun Micallef  
& Jonathan Bentley
This mash-up of fairy tales from comedian 
Shaun Micallef is genuinely laugh-out-loud 
funny. Riffing on such well-known children’s 
classics as Little Red Riding Hood, Hansel 
and Gretel, the Pied Piper of Hamelin and 
Jack and the Beanstalk, Micallef displays his 
trademark cleverness and appreciation of 
the absurd. Jonathan Bentley’s illustrations 
add to the atmosphere. While readers who 
know the originals will best appreciate 
Micallef’s take, the stories are funny enough 
for everyone to enjoy. 8+

WHAT IF IT’S US
Becky Albertalli & 
Adam Silvera
Arthur is doing a summer internship in New 
York and trying to block out the sounds of 
his parents fighting by playing show tunes. 
Ben is working through a messy break-up 
and trying to figure out what it means to 
be Puerto Rican when you don’t look the 
part. Cue a chance meeting at a New York 
post office and it seems the universe has 
plans for them...or maybe not. Packed 
with pop culture references, this funny and 
adorable rom-com from two YA superstars 
puts a fresh spin on the typical meet-cute 
structure. 14+

A WINTER’S PROMISE
Christelle Dabos & 
Hildegarde Serle
A runaway bestseller in France, A Winter’s 
Promise is the first book in a thrillingly 
inventive new fantasy epic set in a richly 
imagined world of floating celestial islands. 
The bookish and uniquely gifted Ophelia is 
horrified when she is unexpectedly forced 
into a diplomatic marriage. Leaving her 
family and home behind, Ophelia must learn 
to navigate the treacherous new landscape 
in which she finds herself, and come to 
terms with a hostile fiancé. Rife with political 
intrigue, this immersive and sophisticated 
read will appeal to teens and adults alike. 
14+

Allen & Unwin 
BOXED SET 
WAS $35  
NOW $16.95

Puffin  
HB $24.99

Walker  
HB $24.99

Scribble  
HB $24.99

Lothian  
HB $26.99

Hardie Grant 
Egmont  
HB WAS $29.99 
NOW $12.95

Simon & Schuster 
PB $16.99

Text  
PB $22.99

TRICKY’S BAD DAY
Alison Lester
The always-excellent Alison Lester 
brings us another picture book that 
children and adults alike will relate 
to. Tricky has one of those days 
when everything goes wrong – 
until evening time when he and his 

dad go and sit quietly in the wild weather. 
The rhymes bring humour and their soothing 
rhythm counters the stress of the tricky 
situations, too. 2+

Penguin  
HB $24.99
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 TITLE QUANTITY PRICE

SUBTOTAL $

PLUS DELIVERY $9.00

TOTAL $

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A $1000 GIFT VOUCHER!
To win a $1000 gift voucher: 
• pay close attention as you read the reviews in this guide  
• answer the questions scattered throughout the guide  
• fill in the form below with your answers  
• attach the form to a receipt from the purchase of an item from this guide  

(NB: your purchase must be from our shop)  
• return to our shop by THURSDAY 7 FEBRUARY 2019 

I’d like to enter the competition. My answers are:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Entries must be received by 5pm on Thursday 7 February 2019. The prize will be drawn at Gleebooks at 5pm on 
Friday 15 February 2019. The winners will be notified by post and announced in The Australian newspaper on 
Wednesday 20 February 2019. Employees of participating bookshops are not permitted to enter the competition. 
Gift voucher valid at the store where the winning entry was lodged. Promoter: Gleebooks, 49 Glebe Point Road, 
Glebe NSW 2037. Tel: (02) 9660 2333. NSW Permit No. LTPS/18/28731.

Your name

Your address

Postcode                            Tel (BH)

Email address

o Please send me information about your newsletter and events

ORDER FORM
Your name

Your address

Postcode                              Tel (BH)

Email address

Cheque enclosed o				Please charge my credit card:  MC o   VISA o  

Card number                                          

Expiry date          /           Card verification code             

Name on card

Cardholder’s signature

o Please send me information about your newsletter and events

Fax or mail your completed form to the address indicated under shop details (see right). 
Alternatively, order by telephone, email or via our website.  

Dearest Readers, 

This year Riverbend Books celebrated its 20th 
birthday. We would like to thank you for your 
support and invite you to:

VIP Shopping Night  
Monday, November 19 
5.00—9.00 pm

For one night only Riverbend will offer 20% off 
full price books. Everyone loves to receive a 
book for Christmas, so join us for some great 
recommendations, a glass of wine and good 
cheer.

Warmest regards,  
Suzy and everyone at Riverbend.

RIVERBEND'S BEST GIFT OPTION: 
ONE NEW BOOK EACH MONTH 
Sign up in two easy steps!

How it Works
What could be better than receiving a book each month, carefully 
chosen just for you! Simply select an option below, fill out the 
form online, and let us do the rest!  
After answering a few select questions—such as favourite genres, 
authors and what you’ve recently read and loved—we will carefully 
select, then gift wrap and send a book.  
Happy reading!

3 MONTHS
$110

6 MONTHS
$210

12 MONTHS
$410

MONTHLY
$37 per month

BOOK OF THE MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTIONS

Any other enquiries: 
Call the shop on (07) 3899 8555 or  
email Chloe: bookclubs@riverbendbooks.com.au
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