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Ventura PB 
$29.99

THE BIRDMAN’S WIFE
Melissa Ashley
It can be hard to remember that this is 
a novel, so convincingly does Melissa 
Ashley imagine the inner life of Elizabeth 
Gould, the artist who created illustrations 
for the works of her ornithologist husband 
John Gould. Inspired by a real letter and 
wearing its extensive research as lightly 
as one of the beautifully rendered feathers 
in the illustrations gracing the start of 
every chapter, The Birdman’s Wife takes 
us from Elizabeth’s first meeting with John 
to her untimely death. Along the way she 
develops as an artist, becomes a devoted 
mother and visits the Australian colonies. An 
extraordinary act of imagination about an 
extraordinary woman. 

THE BEST OF ADAM SHARP
Graeme Simsion
In his latest novel, Simsion, author of the 
dual smash hits The Rosie Project and The 
Rosie Effect, again explores the humour 
and poignancy of human relationships. On 
the cusp of 50, Adam Sharp is a seemingly 
happily married IT consultant. Once a pianist 
in Melbourne, now he’s content with being 
the music trivia expert at quiz nights in 
Norwich. Then an old flame walks back 
into his life, prompting Sharp to question 
everything. This slow-burning read grapples 
with complex issues such as fidelity, 
infertility and regret with great warmth and 
sensitivity. Music, too, is central to both 
Sharp’s life and the novel, with songs littered 
throughout (the extensive Spotify playlist 
accompanying the text is a clever touch). 

THE DARK FLOOD RISES
Margaret Drabble
Those of us who have grown up reading 
Drabble’s intimate, elegantly wrought novels 
will be both moved and challenged by The 
Dark Flood Rises. Exploring what it means 
to live – and die – well, Drabble introduces 
us to 70-something Francesca (Fran) 
Stubbs, who keeps herself busy assessing 
aged-care facilities for a charitable trust, 
cooking meals for her invalid ex-husband 
Claude, worrying about her adult children 
and catching up with old friends including 
Teresa, who is dying, and Jo, who has moved 
into a retirement community. Drabble’s fond 
and finely delineated characterisations are 
marvellous, and the plot is both engaging 
and entertaining, moving from London to 
Cambridge and the Canary Islands. We hope 
this isn’t Drabble’s swansong – life without 
her novels will be sad indeed.

THE BETTER SON
Katherine Johnson
Kip and Tommy are brothers growing up 
in 1950s rural Tasmania. Their violent, 
unknowable father regularly singles out 
nine-year-old Kip for punishment, and views 
11-year-old Tommy as the ‘better son’. 
The boys spend their free time exploring 
the surrounding bushlands, and one hot 
summer, they discover an underground cave 
system, which becomes their forbidden 
refuge. Then, when a rockslide traps Tommy 
in the caves, Kip fears their father’s fury 
and lies about his disappearance. It is a lie 
that will haunt him for decades, one that 
will colour his relationship with his own 
son and with himself. The Better Son is 
an elegiac and beautifully written novel. It 
traces the impact of inherited trauma across 
generations, and powerfully evokes the 
stunning, bleak landscape of Tasmania. 

COUSINS
Salley Vickers
Don’t let this book pass you by this summer. 
There may be some bigger name authors, 
and some bigger sounding books, but 
Cousins is a treasure, by an author hailed by 
many as one of the best English writers of 
our day. Salley Vickers takes a familiar device 
– tracing the lives of three generations of 
a family and their secrets – but creates 
something fresh and moving, and her 
three narrative voices are pitch perfect. 
The catalyst for the story is a devastating 
accident that sees young Will fall from the 
roof of his college at Cambridge, just as his 
uncle did years before. Cousins engages 
vividly with themes of love and morality (‘love 
is stronger than morality, thank heavens,’ 
remarks one character) and recurrent 
patterns across generations. 

DAYS WITHOUT END 
Sebastian Barry
From the author of The Secret Scripture 
(Faber PB $19.99) comes a startling new 
work set in mid-19th century America. 
Irish émigré Thomas McNulty and his 
friend John Cole sign up for the US army 
– both orphans, barely 17 – and go on to 
fight in the Indian wars and the Civil War. 
Throughout, they endure and are complicit 
in unspeakable horrors, and their fates take 
an unexpected turn when they meet a young 
Indian girl. McNulty recounts their story with 
a brutal lyricism resulting in what novelist 
Kazuo Ishiguro has described as ‘the most 
fascinating line-by-line first person narration 
I’ve come across in years’.

4th Estate PB 
$29.99

Affirm HB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Vintage PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Text PB $29.99

Text PB $29.99

Viking PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Faber PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

CONCLAVE
Robert Harris
Who would have thought that a novel about 
the election of a pope could be so gripping? 
Robert Harris’s latest thriller is set behind the 
locked doors of the Sistine Chapel, where 
120 cardinals from around the globe are 
sequestered to elect the new pontiff. Will 
the candidate from Africa become the first 
black pope, or will the unctuous contender 
from Canada be successful? Who is the 
mysterious cardinal of Baghdad, and what 
will Cardinal Lomeli, Dean of the College of 
Cardinals, do when confronted with evidence 
of dishonest and unethical behaviour by his 
clerical colleagues? Harris delivers a tense 
page-turner redolent with tradition, ambition 
and plenty of colourful detail about the arcane 
ritual known as the conclave.

Hutchinson PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

BLACK ROCK WHITE CITY
A. S. Patrić  
Transit Lounge PB $29.99
This year’s Miles Franklin 
Literary Award went to this 
powerful exploration of the 
immigrant experience and 
Australian life.

THE NATURAL WAY  
OF THINGS
Charlotte Wood  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
Wood’s acclaimed novel 
dealing with misogyny 
was awarded this year’s 
Stella Prize for Australian 
women’s writing.

THE GLORIOUS HERESIES
Lisa McInerney  
John Murray PB $19.99
McInerney’s superbly original 
coming-of-age novel set in 
Ireland was awarded the 
2016 Baileys Women’s 
Prize for Fiction. 

SALT CREEK
Lucy Treloar  
Picador PB $29.99
The 2016 Dobbie Award 
for Australian life writing 
was won by Lucy Treloar 
for this debut novel set 
in the Coorong region of 
South Australia.

GRIEF IS THE THING  
WITH FEATHERS
Max Porter  
Faber PB $19.99
The winner of this year’s 
Dylan Thomas Prize for 
Young Writers is part 
novella, part fable and part 
essay on grief.

THE SELLOUT
Paul Beatty  
Bloomsbury PB $26.99
Beatty’s biting satire about 
race relations in California 
is the first-ever American 
recipient of the Man 
Booker Prize for Fiction.

THE MEMORY ARTIST
Katherine Brabon  
Allen & Unwin PB $29.99
Set in Russia, this tale of 
the devastating impact that 
suppressed memories can 
have on a national psyche 
won the 2016 Australian/
Vogel’s Literary Award.

THE SYMPATHIZER
Viet Thanh Nguyen  
Corsair PB $22.99
Set against the backdrop 
of the Vietnam War, this 
gripping spy novel was 
awarded the 2016 Pulitzer 
Prize for Fiction. 

2 Fiction

Literary Award Winners

CRIMES OF THE FATHER 
Tom Keneally
A former seminarian, Tom Keneally knows 
more than most of us about the challenges 
that the clerical life poses. In his latest 
novel, he addresses a topical and disturbing 
issue – sexual abuse within the Catholic 
Church in Australia. Four interwoven lives 
unfold over the space of four decades: 
Father Frank Docherty, a Sydney priest 
exiled to Canada for preaching against both 
the Vietnam War and Pope Paul VI’s 1968 
encyclical on birth control; Sarah Fagan, 
a former nun; Monsignor Leo Shannon, a 
Catholic powerbroker; and Maureen Breslin, 
Shannon’s sister, who Father Docherty loves. 
Shannon is an abuser, Fagan has been 
the abused, and after the suicide of one of 
Shannon’s victims, Docherty and Breslin feel 
that they have no choice but to unmask him. 

THE ATOMIC  
WEIGHT OF LOVE
Elizabeth J. Church
This debut novel is a sweeping narrative 
that explores the tension between love and 
sacrifice. Set against the backdrop of the 
atomic bomb tests in Los Alamos and the 
Vietnam War protests, it follows spirited 
and ambitious ornithologist-in-training 
Meridian Wallace as she falls in love with 
her brilliant physics professor and, following 
their marriage, finds herself placed behind a 
white picket fence. Determined to forge her 
own path, Meridian channels her academic 
ambitions into studying a family of crows 
that reside in the canyons near her home 
– a project with surprising consequences. 
Elizabeth J. Church’s novel will appeal to 
readers who enjoyed Elizabeth Gilbert’s The 
Signature of all Things and Tracy Chevalier’s 
Remarkable Creatures.
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AUTUMN
Ali Smith Hamish Hamilton 
PB $29.99
Smith (How to Be Both ) 
presents the first in a 
series of four separate yet 
interconnected books about 
ageing, time, love and 
stories themselves.

COMMONWEALTH
Ann Patchett  
Bloomsbury PB $29.99
A powerful story of two 
families brought together 
by beauty and torn apart 
by tragedy.

BRIGHT, PRECIOUS DAYS
Jay McInerney  
Bloomsbury PB $29.99
The concluding volume 
in McInerney’s trilogy 
(Brightness Falls, The Good 
Life ) following the fortunes 
of New Yorkers Russell and 
Corrine Calloway.

THE COURSE OF LOVE
Alain de Botton  
Hamish Hamilton PB $32.99
Moving from philosophy 
to fiction for only the 
second time, de Botton 
delivers this novel about 
the troubled course of a 
marriage.

CHELSEA GIRLS
Eileen Myles  
Profile PB $19.99
Myles’ autobiographical 
novel is a cult classic set 
in New York and full of 
art, alcohol, love, poetry 
and sex.

DEAR MR M
Herman Koch  
Text PB $29.99
The new novel by Herman 
Koch (The Dinner ) is 
about a writer whose life 
is about to bear a chilling 
resemblance to the plot of 
his bestselling thriller.

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
Charles Dickens  
Norton HB $30.95
Colour facsimile of Dickens’ 
original manuscript of 
this much-loved story 
accompanied by a page-
by-page transcription and a 
foreword by Colm Tóibín.

DESIRE
Mariella Frostrup (ed) 
Head of Zeus HB  
WAS $49.99 NOW $39.99
One hundred of literature’s 
sexiest stories. When it comes 
to the bedroom, a little fiction 
goes a long way….
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Picador PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

DEATH’S END
Cixin Liu
This stunning conclusion to Chinese author 
Cixin Liu’s bestselling Remembrance of  
Earth’s Past trilogy, the first volume of which 
won the 2015 Hugo Award for best science 
fiction novel, takes place half a century 
after the Doomsday Battle, when the uneasy 
balance of Dark Forest Deterrence keeps the 
Trisolaran invaders at bay. With human science 
advancing and the Trisolarans adopting Earth’s 
culture, it seems that the two civilisations 
can coexist peacefully as equals without the 
terrible threat of mutually assured annihilation. 
But when Cheng Xin, an aerospace engineer 
from the 21st century, awakens from 
hibernation in this new age, her presence 
and the information she has may upset the 
delicate balance between two worlds. 

GOODWOOD
Holly Throsby
Musician Holly Throsby’s first foray into 
fiction is set in a quintessential country 
town, a place where nothing much 
happens until of course, something 
does. When two local identities, a kindly 
butcher and a beautiful girl, go missing in 
quick succession, the locals are rattled. 
Narrated by amateur sleuth Jean, a teen 
who slips dreamily and fluidly between 
country cliques, Goodwood is part coming 
of age story, part portrait of a community 
in crisis. As Goodwood’s drought-stricken 
lake recedes, revealing its secrets, Jean 
also discovers something unexpected 
about herself. Throsby has mapped out her 
fictional terrain with care, detail and humour. 

THE GOOD PEOPLE
Hannah Kent
Set in rural Ireland in the 1820s, The Good 
People is the follow-up to Hannah Kent’s 
acclaimed debut novel, Burial Rites (Picador 
PB $19.99). After the untimely deaths of her 
husband and daughter, elderly widow Norah 
Leahy is left the sole carer for her young 
grandson, who has severe physical and 
mental developmental delays. In desperation, 
Norah turns to the local doctress, Nance 
Roche, for advice. Nance pronounces the boy 
a fairy changeling, and soon the two women, 
along with Norah’s timid servant girl Mary, 
turn to supernatural cures, with dark and 
unexpected consequences. The Good People 
evocatively transports the reader to a time 
and place where the grit of reality is closely 
intertwined with traditional folk mythology.

THE ICE-CREAM MAKERS
Ernest Van der Kwast
In the far north of Italy lies the valley of the 
ice-cream makers: about a dozen villages 
where the locals have perfected the art of 
making this icy confection. The Talaminis 
are perhaps the most famous ice-cream 
makers of all and the family follows a long 
tradition of operating an ice-cream parlour 
in the Netherlands in summer and returning 
to Italy for the winter. Ernest Van der Kwast’s 
charming story follows what happens when 
the eldest Talamini son decides to break 
with this tradition by pursuing a literary 
career, throwing the family’s routine and 
personal dynamics into chaos. Quirky and 
endearing characters make this perfect 
summer reading.

Head of Zeus PB 
$29.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

Scribner PB 
$32.99

Weidenfeld & 
Nicholson PB  
WAS $29.99 
NOW $12.95

Scribe PB $29.99

Picador PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $15.95

HAG-SEED
Margaret Atwood
With Hag-seed, Margaret Atwood joins 
authors Jeanette Winterson, Howard 
Jacobson and Anne Tyler in the Hogarth 
Shakespeare series – modern reimaginings 
of William Shakespeare’s classics. Atwood’s 
splendid prose adaptation of The Tempest 
takes place in a correctional facility (the 
Fletcher County Correctional Institute) 
somewhere in Ontario, and is loads of 
fun. The Tempest is being staged by ‘The 
Fletcher Correctional Players’, a group made 
up of medium-security inmates taking part 
in the ‘Literacy Through Literature’ high-
school-level program at the facility. Atwood’s 
reimagining is witty and intelligent, playfully 
and cleverly utilising the play-within-a-play 
trope while retaining the emotional heart of 
Shakespeare’s tale.  

Hogarth PB 
$29.99

THE LAST DAYS OF NIGHT
Graham Moore
New York, 1888. Gas lamps still flicker in 
the city streets, but the miracle of electric 
light is about to take the city – and world 
– by storm. There’s a problem, though. 
Two brilliant and powerful men – George 
Westinghouse and Thomas Edison – both 
claim to have invented the light bulb and 
hold the right to power the country. This 
historical thriller follows the adventures 
of Westinghouse’s young lawyer as he 
fights Edison in the courts and behind 
the scenes, sometimes calling on brilliant 
but eccentric inventor Nikola Tesla for 
help. Reminiscent of Caleb Carr’s 1994 
bestseller The Alienist, this cracker of a 
read has historical facts, action, colour and 
tension in spades. Read it before the film 
adaptation is released in 2017.

THE LIFE AND DEATH  
OF SOPHIE STARK
Anna North 
The glowing endorsements on the cover 
of this book attest to the fact that its 
author is one of the rising stars of the 
US literary scene. North’s remarkably 
assured debut novel follows the short and 
extraordinary life of filmmaker Sophie 
Stark. We are told Sophie’s story by six 
people affected by her in different ways – 
girlfriend Allison, brother Robbie, husband 
Jacob, fellow college student Daniel, film 
producer George and film critic Ben. Their 
recollections conjure up a character whose 
single-minded focus on her creative 
endeavours cripples her relationships 
with family, lovers and friends. North’s 
prose is pared-back but powerful, and the 
unorthodox structure works wonderfully.

A LITTLE LIFE
Hanya Yanagihara
Millions of readers were consumed by 
this sometimes harrowing and always 
compelling novel when it hit the bestseller 
lists last year. It was also hailed by many 
critics for its unmatched portrayal of men’s 
friendships, for its unsparing portrayal of 
abuse and its consequences, and for its 
evocation of modern life. Yanagihara tells 
the story of four friends in New York, but 
focuses most of her attention on Jude, 
whose troubled childhood continues to 
affect him. If you, or someone you know, 
haven’t read A Little Life, it’s time to 
remedy that immediately.

Q 1. Where did Prince Aly Khan 
seduce Rita Hayworth? 

MILLER’S VALLEY
Anna Quindlen
The New York Times described this novel as 
mesmerising, and we concur. Miller’s Valley 
is all about the meaning of home – but it 
refuses to draw the conclusions that you 
may expect, just as it refuses any saccharine 
sentimentality. Mimi Miller lives in a small 
American town in a valley that draws its 
name from her family, who have farmed 
there for generations. The government plans 
to flood the valley – it just needs to buy out 
the homes from the scattered residents. This 
is the background to Mimi’s childhood in the 
1960s, which she looks back on from the 
present day, telling us about the members 
of her family, and the meaning each of them 
makes and takes from their home. 

Simon & Schuster 
PB $32.99
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DECEMBERRELEASE

FREE 
GIFT MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Graham Swift
The action in Mothering Sunday takes place 
on one day: March 30th 1924. Described by 
the New York Times’ Michiko Kakutani as ‘a 
kind of feminist Cinderella, set at the close of 
the Downton Abbey era’, Swift’s latest novel 
is a powerful coming-of-age story about 
Jane Fairchild, orphan and housemaid. It 
sports many of Swift’s trademarks: a period 
setting, an elliptical structure, restrained 
yet elegant prose and a shocking event that 
drives the narrative. Free gift: A copy of 
Swift’s England and Other Stories (Scribner 
PB $22.99) with every purchase.

FOAL’S BREAD 
Gillian Mears  
Allen & Unwin HB $32.99
A special hardback edition 
of the award-winning novel 
about two generations of the 
Nancarrow family and the 
high-jumping horse circuit 
prior to WW2, published to 
commemorate the life and 
work of its late author.

MUSIC AND FREEDOM
Zoë Morrison  
Vintage PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99
This gripping and beautifully 
written debut novel was 
awarded this year’s 
Readings Prize for New 
Australian Fiction.

THE GERMAN GIRL
Armando Lucas Correa 
Simon & Schuster PB $29.99
Hannah Rosenthal tells a 
great niece the story of her 
escape from Berlin on the St 
Louis, a transatlantic liner that 
promised Jews safe passage 
to Cuba but ended up being a 
prison for many of them.

MY NAME IS LUCY BARTON 
Elizabeth Strout  
Viking PB $22.99
One of most lauded writers 
in the US today traverses 
familiar territory: family life 
and the inescapable power 
of the past.

THE LESSER BOHEMIANS
Eimear McBride  
Text PB $29.99
A story of first love and 
redemption from the author  
of the multi-award-winning  
A Girl Is a Half-formed Thing.

THE NORTH WATER 
Ian McGuire  
Scribner PB $32.99
It’s 1859 and disgraced 
surgeon Patrick Sumner joins 
a whaling ship bound for the 
Arctic Circle. Then, deep into 
the journey, a boy is discovered 
brutally killed and Sumner 
finds himself becoming a 
reluctant detective. 

THE MOTHERS
Brit Bennett Riverhead PB 
WAS $32.99 NOW $29.99
This debut novel about 
community and ambition, 
love and friendship, and 
living up to expectation 
in contemporary black 
America is creating a stir in 
international literary circles.

NUTSHELL 
Ian McEwan  
Jonathan Cape HB  
WAS $32.99 NOW $29.99
A classic story of 
murder and revenge, 
told from a perspective 
unlike any other.
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THE NIX 
Nathan Hill 
This supersized novel is as ambitious as it 
is compelling; as extraordinarily entertaining 
as it is unfailingly smart. Samuel Andresen-
Anderson is an assistant English professor 
and gone-nowhere writer failing to live up to 
his promise. One day he sees TV footage of 
his mother Faye – who abandoned her family 
decades ago – throwing rocks at a right-
wing demagogue presidential candidate. 
This is a side of Faye completely new to 
Samuel. What ensues is an expansive, 
ambitious family saga, full of energy and 
with shades of Thomas Pynchon, Don DeLillo 
and Donna Tartt. Nathan Hill has penned an 
uber-timely satire of politics and the mass 
media that will be perfect for those suffering 
from election fatigue and looking for a fresh, 
energetic take on America today. 

SWING TIME 
Zadie Smith
Two brown girls dream of being dancers – 
but only one, Tracey, has talent. The other 
has ideas: about rhythm and time, black 
music, what constitutes a tribe, and what 
makes a person truly free. Theirs is a close 
but complicated childhood friendship that 
ends abruptly in their early twenties, never to 
be revisited but never quite forgotten, either. 
Smith (White Teeth, On Beauty) follows their 
very different lives and addresses some big 
issues in this dazzling story about friendship, 
music and true identity that moves from 
London to West Africa.

MOONGLOW 
Michael Chabon
In this semi-autobiographical novel, a writer 
(also named Michael Chabon) converses 
with his grandfather, who is on his deathbed. 
The old man was notoriously tight-lipped 
and hostile in Michael’s youth, but now, 
fogged by painkillers, he begins to share his 
stories with his grandson. We learn of his 
time as an engineer in WW2, his courtship 
of Chabon’s grandmother, how he wound 
up in prison for assaulting his boss, and so 
on. Filled with the richness that’s become 
a trademark of Chabon’s writing, this 
warm and evocative novel also brilliantly 
captures the intricacies of family life and the 
atmosphere of post-war America. A heady 
mix of fact and fiction.

THE WOMAN ON THE STAIRS
Bernhard Schlink
For decades, the painting of a woman on 
the stairs was believed to be lost. So when 
it reappears, in the form of an anonymous 
donation to a gallery in Sydney, the art world 
is stunned. So, too, are the three men who 
loved the woman in the painting. One by one 
they track her down to an isolated cottage in 
Australia. Here, they must try to untangle the 
lies and betrayals of their shared past – but 
time is running out. This intricately crafted, 
poignant and beguiling novel by the author 
of The Reader is about creativity and love, 
the effects of time passing and regret.

THE SCHOOLDAYS OF JESUS  
J. M. Coetzee
Coetzee is a giant of contemporary fiction. A 
Nobel laureate and two-time Booker Prize–
winning author, he writes elegantly crafted, 
deeply intellectual and provocative novels. 
This sequel to his polarising 2013 release 
The Childhood of Jesus is certain to divide 
readers once again. Coetzee continues 
the story of the young, strong-willed David 
and his makeshift parents, Simón and 
Inés. Having fled the city of Novilla to keep 
David out of the hands of the authorities, 
the adults enrol him in a mysterious and 
exclusive dance academy in their new home 
of Estrella. Here, David is introduced to 
disquieting new ideas. This allegorical tale 
draws sophisticated parallels with Christian 
mythology and was longlisted for this year’s 
Man Booker Prize.

THE WONDER
Emma Donoghue
The latest novel by Emma Donoghue 
(Room) is a richly imagined story of faith 
and fasting, impossible wonders and 
callous deception. When news spreads 
that 11-year-old Anna O’Donnell has been 
fasting for months without any ill effects to 
her health, this is hailed as a miracle. That 
Anna is not only surviving but thriving is 
viewed by the inhabitants of her 1850s Irish 
village as proof of divine interference. For 
Lib, the sceptical English nurse tasked with 
watching over Anna day and night in order 
to test the veracity of her claim, the girl is 
a riddle to be solved; her parents potential 
conspirators in an elaborate hoax. Then, as 
Anna’s condition begins to deteriorate, Lib 
finds herself complicit in a series of events 
that may cost the girl her life. 

Picador PB 
$29.99

Hamish Hamilton 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

4th Estate HB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson PB 
$29.99

Text HB  
WAS $34.99 
NOW $29.99

Picador PB 
$29.99

ON THE BLUE TRAIN 
Kristel Thornell
When Agatha Christie vanished from her 
London home in December 1926, the young 
author made headlines worldwide. Eleven 
days later she was found, checked in under 
a false name, at the Swan Hydropathic Hotel 
in Harrogate. Thornell – whose first novel, 
the award-winning Night Street, was a 
fictionalised account of the life of artist Clarice 
Beckett – mixes fact and fantasy to reimagine 
Christie’s brief but intriguing disappearance 
from public life. Fans of the grande dame 
of crime should not expect a Christie-style 
mystery full of plot twists. Rather, this is a 
gently paced meditation on love, creativity and 
grief, explored through the fictional relationship 
between the incognito novelist and another 
hotel guest, a lonely Australian widower. 

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

Q 2. Where is the famous ‘Beat Hotel’ 
where Ginsberg, Burroughs and 
Corso all stayed? 

TODAY WILL BE DIFFERENT
Maria Semple  
Fans of Semple’s previous novel, Where’d 
You Go, Bernadette (Phoenix PB $19.99), 
will be just as satisfied with this follow-
up, which traces one crazy day in the life 
of Seattle-based writer, wife and mother, 
Eleanor Flood. Like Bernadette, Eleanor is 
a monstrous mess (writing in the Guardian, 
Suzi Feay describes them as ‘forty- and 
fiftysomething women who have all the zest, 
poor impulse control and boiling emotion of 
20-year-olds, only with added menopause 
and fear of Alzheimer’s’), but one can’t 
help but admire her for wearing her 
vulnerabilities and pretentions like a badge 
of honour. Semple delivers a hilarious tale of 
reinvention, sisterhood and self-awareness. 

Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

Scribner HB  
$29.99
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Text PB $29.99

DEAD IN THE WATER
Tania Chandler
As a number of reviewers have jokingly 
noted, a crime writer with the name 
Chandler has a lot to live up to. This is Tania 
Chandler’s second crime novel featuring the 
characters we met in Please Don’t Leave Me 
Here (Scribe PB $29.99), and she delivers 
a taut and darkly nuanced book that does 
her surname proud. Brigitte Serra, her 
husband Aidan and their three children have 
relocated from Melbourne to East Gippsland. 
She’s working at the local television station, 
he’s now a local cop and country life is 
suiting them just fine. Or is it? When a 
woman is found dead in the lake, plenty of 
ghosts from Brigitte’s past surface, including 
former boyfriend Matt Ellery. Soon, Brigitte 
starts to feel that both her sanity and family 
are under threat. 

LOVEMURDER 
Saul Black
If you thought that the serial-killer genre had 
been done to death (forgive the pun), think 
again. This is the second book featuring 
homicide detective Valerie Hart and serial 
killer Katherine Glass, and it’s got twists, 
turns and tension galore. With Glass on 
death row, Valerie believes that their paths 
will never again cross. Needless to say, she’s 
wrong. A woman is brutally murdered and a 
cryptic note addressed to Valerie is left next 
to the body – it’s clear that the only person 
who can help her to decipher it and prevent 
further murders is Katherine. And being 
drawn into her orbit is never good, as Valerie 
is about to find out in the most horrifying 
way imaginable. Superior crime writing from 
Black, aka Glen Duncan (I, Lucifer).

TENNISON 
Lynda La Plante
Devotees of the Prime Suspect television 
series starring Helen Mirren will enjoy 
this book recounting the back story of DCI 
Jane Tennison. In 1973, aged 22 and still 
living at home with her parents, she leaves 
the Metropolitan Police Training Academy 
to be placed on probationary exercise in 
Hackney, where criminality thrives. We 
read of her struggle to cope in a male-
dominated, chauvinistic environment, 
and her realisation that she will receive 
little help or sympathy from her superiors. 
Then comes Jane’s involvement in her 
first murder case, where her trademark 
steely ambition and formidable intelligence 
quickly become apparent. 

HIS BLOODY PROJECT
Graeme Macrae Burnet
Its inclusion on the shortlist for this year’s 
Man Booker Prize led to this highly original 
literary thriller attaining global bestseller 
status, something that both shocked and 
delighted its hitherto unknown author. 
Burnet’s achievement here is considerable 
– his tale of 19th-century crofter Roderick 
Macrae, charged with a bloody mass 
murder, reads like a history and keeps the 
reader’s attention from the first page to the 
last. Though it seems clear that Macrae is 
guilty, his lawyer fights to keep him from the 
gallows, arguing that his act wasn’t that of a 
sane man. But what is sanity, and how can 
anyone be expected to stay sane when living 
within a system that legitimises poverty, 
servitude and injustice? Macrae Burnet’s 
story, set on the remote northwest coast of 
Scotland, is both ingenious in its historical 
verisimilitude and a gripping read.

WOLF BOYS
Dan Slater
The border between Mexico and Texas is a 
hotbed of drug-related crime, ruled by gangs 
with decades-long histories of violence 
and corruption. Gabriel Cardona grew up 
on the American side of the border, but his 
charm and intelligence made him a target 
for recruitment into the Mexican drug trade, 
and at 15 he joined the Zetas, an infamous 
smuggling cartel. Dan Slater’s true-crime 
thriller traces Gabriel’s pathway from 
all-American teen to ruthless assassin. He 
parallels this with the story of Robert Garcia, 
a Mexican-American homicide detective 
working to expose and arrest members of 
the Zetas. A gripping depiction of criminal 
politics on the Mexican–American border. 

KILL THE NEXT ONE
Federico Axat
Successful businessman Ted McKay has 
the perfect job, family and life – but he is 
also terminally ill. As he prepares to shoot 
himself, a stranger rings his doorbell and 
makes Ted a proposal: if Ted kills two people 
who deserve death – a fugitive criminal, and 
another terminally ill person who wants to 
die – the stranger can arrange for Ted to be 
killed by someone else, saving his family 
from the shame of his suicide. Kill the Next 
One’s simple but brilliant premise rapidly 
spirals into a nightmarish mystery, as Ted 
grapples with the true nature of his actions 
and himself. The moral ambiguities at the 
heart of this compelling thriller are balanced 
by its psychological suspense and inventive, 
unexpected plot twists.

THE SCHOLL CASE
Anja Reich-Osang
Journalist Anja Reich-Osang’s true-
crime book is a work of thrilling creative 
non-fiction. The Scholl Case tells several 
stories: that of the murder of the wife of a 
former mayor of a small town near Berlin; 
of the mayor himself, who has come 
under suspicion for her murder; and of the 
response and involvement of Reich-Osang 
herself. The book unfolds with all the 
excitement of a classic whodunnit. Reich-
Osang sets out the case against Scholl 
with care, and as she traces the passage 
of the relationship between Scholl and his 
wife, Brigitte, the tension builds towards its 
inevitably brutal conclusion.

Scribe PB $29.99

Orion PB $32.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $13.95

Text PB $19.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$29.99

Text PB $29.99

Allen & Unwin 
PB WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

MAGPIE MURDERS 
Anthony Horowitz
Here, novelist and television writer Anthony 
Horowitz delivers a devilishly clever take on 
the cosy British murder mystery. When editor 
Susan Ryeland is given the manuscript of 
Alan Conway’s latest novel, she has no idea 
it will be his last. Susan has worked with the 
popular crime writer for years, and his books 
about Atticus Pund, a Poirot-like detective 
renowned for solving crimes in sleepy 
English villages of the 1950s, are the most 
successful – and lucrative – titles on her 
company’s publishing list. After his death, 
and with the final chapter of his manuscript 
missing, Susan finds herself having to 
solve three mysteries: the whereabouts 
of the missing manuscript; the cause of 
Alan’s death; and the coded meaning of his 
penultimate project.

Orion PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

THE DRY
Jane Harper  
Macmillan PB $32.99
This sensational debut novel 
by Australian writer Jane 
Harper follows Federal Police 
investigator Aaron Falk as he 
returns to the country town 
where he grew up for the 
funeral of his murdered  
best friend. 

THE RULES OF  
BACKYARD CRICKET
Jock Serong  
Text PB $29.99
The story of Darren Keefe, 
who has two big talents: 
cricket and trouble.

THE GIRL FROM VENICE
Martin Cruz Smith  
Simon & Schuster PB $32.99
Thriller master Cruz Smith 
(Gorky Park) delivers a 
love story set in Nazi-
occupied Venice.

SELECTION DAY
Aravind Adiga  
Picador PB $29.99
Set in Mumbai, the latest 
novel by the author of 
The White Tiger is the 
story of two cricketing 
brothers divided by 
success and failure.

LADY COP MAKES 
TROUBLE
Amy Stewart  
Scribe PB $32.99
The author of Girl Waits with 
Gun (Scribe PB $32.99) 
returns with another 
adventure featuring the feisty, 
unforgettable Kopp Sisters.

THE STORY OF  
THE LOST CHILD
Elena Ferrante  
Text PB $22.99
The final book in 
Ferrante’s acclaimed 
Neapolitan Quartet.

RATHER BE THE DEVIL 
Ian Rankin Orion PB  
WAS $32.99 NOW $29.99
Rebus works another 
cold case – the murder of 
beautiful, promiscuous Maria 
Turquand. Meanwhile, Darryl 
Christie’s newly claimed title 
as Edinburgh’s crime boss 
may be under threat.

TELL THE TRUTH,  
SHAME THE DEVIL
Melina Marchetta  
Viking PB $32.99
With this title, the author 
of Looking for Alibrandi  
makes an unexpected but 
hugely successful foray into 
contemporary crime fiction.
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THE WRONG SIDE  
OF GOODBYE 
Michael Connelly
There are few writers who can match 
Connelly for popularity, consistency and 
sheer brilliance of characterisation and 
plotting. The Wrong Side of Goodbye is 
Connelly’s 23rd novel featuring detective 
Harry Bosch, and we can say without 
hesitation that it’s just as good as its 
predecessors. Harry has now left the Los 
Angeles Police Department and is working 
as an under-the-radar private investigator, 
as well as a volunteer detective with the San 
Fernando Police Department. Juggling two 
investigations (one trying to catch a violent 
serial rapist and the other tracking down a 
possible heir for an ageing billionaire), he 
uses his dogged determination, almost-
uncanny intuition and propensity to bend the 
rules to bring both cases to a close. Classic 
crime from a true master.



SPECIAL 

OFFER

6 Language, Poetry & Essays

Highly Recommended   
A WOMAN LOOKING AT 
MEN LOOKING AT WOMEN 
Siri Hustvedt Hodder & 
Stoughton PB $32.99
Essays on art, sex and 
the mind by the author 
of What I Loved and The 
Blazing World.

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN  
ESSAYS 2016
Geordie Williamson (ed) Black Inc PB $29.99

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN  
POEMS 2016
Sarah Holland-Batt (ed) Black Inc PB $24.99

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN  
STORIES 2016
Charlotte Wood (ed) Black Inc PB $29.99
As we always say, summer just wouldn’t be 
the same without these annual showcases 
of the local literary scene. This year, Essays 
features contributions by writers including 
Mireille Juchau, Fiona Wright, Helen Garner, 
Fiona McGregor, Michelle de Kretser, J.M. 

Coetzee and Clive James. Poems includes contributions from Judith 
Beveridge, Kevin Brophy, Les Murray, Pam Brown, Luke Davies, 
Robert Gray, Cate Kennedy and David Malouf. Stories features works 
by writers including Gregory Day, Georgia Blain, James Bradley, 
Michelle Wright and David Brooks. Special Offer: Buy Essays and 
Stories and we’ll give you a free copy of Poems!

LITERARY WONDERLANDS
Laura Miller (ed)
Celebrating and exploring extraordinary 
acts of creativity, Literary Wonderlands is 
an invigorating stroll through ‘lands that 
exist only in the imagination’. Curated by 
Salon.com co-founder Laura Miller, the 
collection includes nearly 100 literary works 
– everything from The Epic of Gilgamesh to 
Salman Rushdie’s latest – and also draws 
together brief essays from a raft of novelists, 
academics and critics. Many of these essays 
look at whether the imagined worlds are 
slight twists on reality or far removed from 
it, and most note that in describing these 
lands, the authors were often commenting 
on the world of their time. The essays also 
show that creating worlds is about more 
than inventing new landscapes; character 
and language are crucial too. 

QUID PRO QUO
Peter Jones
In this highly accessible book, Peter Jones 
(Veni, Vidi, Vici) takes the reader on a 
fascinating journey along the highways and 
byways of Roman life and culture, telling 
the amazing stories behind the original 
Latin meanings and uses of hundreds of 
our everyday words. Taking in every aspect 
of the ancient world, including science, 
religion, military matters, politics and 
literature, Jones shows just how much 
the English language owes to the ancient 
Romans and describes the role Latin has 
played in the creation of our vast and 
wondrous vocabulary.

E E CUMMINGS: COMPLETE 
POEMS 1904–1962
George James Firmage (ed)
This revised, corrected and expanded 
edition of e e cummings’s Complete Poems 
1904–1962 brings together the eminent 
poet’s entire published body of work for the 
first time. It includes a new introduction by 
Pulitzer Prize–winning poet Stephen Dunn, 
who movingly writes: ‘Cummings was one 
of America’s great technical innovators, an 
iconoclastic opponent of convention, power, 
and hypocrisy, and a very fine love poet.’ 
Cummings was indeed a tour de force. Open 
this tome at any page and you will be struck 
by his vibrant lyricism and contagious sense 
of wonder.  

SCORN 
Matthew Parris
Most of us enjoy a perfectly turned put-
down (when it’s directed at somebody else, 
of course) and this selection of the funniest, 
sharpest, rudest and most devastating 
insults in history, from ancient Roman graffiti 
to the battlefields of Twitter, is bound to 
give pleasure to many. Compiled by former 
British parliamentarian Matthew Parris, 
who has no doubt heard and received more 
then his share of insults while at work, it 
includes witticisms from such masters as 
Dorothy Parker, Elizabeth I, Boris Johnson, 
Paul Keating, Groucho Marx, Princess Anne, 
Winston Churchill and Mae West. There’s 
extended literary invective here, as well as 
short verbal shin-kicks. As Albert Camus 
said, ‘There is no fate that cannot be 
surmounted by scorn.’ Read this, and you’re 
likely to agree.

ENVELOPE POEMS
Emily Dickinson
The ever-elusive Emily Dickinson (1830–
1886) published fewer than a dozen poems 
in her lifetime, yet boasts a reputation as 
one of America’s most prolific poets due 
to the numerous poems, drafts and letters 
found following her death. These papers 
included 52 ‘envelope poems’: a collection 
of Dickinson’s writings, found separately 
yet each written on an envelope. Literary 
historian Marta L. Werner and artist Jen 
Bervin originally compiled these works into 
a limited edition artist book, The Gorgeous 
Nothings, which presented full-colour 
facsimiles of the poems, accompanied by 
painstakingly detailed transcriptions of 
Dickinson’s scrawled handwriting. Now this 
edition presents a sample of the poems – as 
much visual works as they are literary – in a 
compact clothbound volume.

MEETINGS WITH 
REMARKABLE 
MANUSCRIPTS 
Christopher de Hamel
Most people will never see or handle a 
medieval manuscript. These precious texts 
are held in heavily guarded glass cases, or 
stored in darkened vaults. So what is it like 
to encounter an illuminated manuscript? 
According to author and paleographer 
Christopher de Hamel, it’s rather 
exhilarating; a lot like meeting a celebrity. 
Beginning with St Augustine’s Gospel and 
ending with a personal prayer book, The 
Spinola Hours, de Hamel expertly examines 
the production, patronage, politics and 
provenance of twelve medieval manuscripts.
Part travelogue, part biblio-detective story, 
De Hamel successfully conveys the thrill of 
holding history in your hand. 

Hardie Grant HB 
$34.99

Atlantic HB 
$29.99

Norton HB 
$69.95

Profile HB $24.99

Norton HB 
$22.95

Allen Lane HB 
WAS $69.99 
NOW $59.99

Little, Brown PB 
$32.99

FRANTUMAGLIA
Elena Ferrante
A must for all Ferrante devotees, this is a 
collection of more than 20 years’ worth 
of the writer’s letters, interviews with 
journalists, and Q&As with readers. Ferrante 
uses ‘frantumaglia’ to mean jumble, but 
the book stands as a coherent whole; an 
exploration of literature and society in 
general, her own writing in particular, and – 
often to her clear frustration – a defence of 
her anonymity. With the recent furore about 
the possible revelation of Ferrante’s identity, 
this is a timely reminder that she steadfastly 
wished to remain anonymous because she 
wanted her work to stand on its own. 

Text PB  
WAS $29.99 
NOW $24.99 

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL 
DICTIONARY: 2ND EDITION
OUP HB set  
WAS $175 NOW $149.95
The second edition of this 
repository of Australian 
English includes more than 
6000 new Australian words 
and phrases.

LOOKING FOR CLANCY 
A.B. Paterson & Robert 
Ingpen NLA HB  
WAS $34.99 NOW $14.95
A beautifully illustrated 
outback journey examining 
the influence the myth of 
Banjo Paterson’s Clancy has 
had on our national identity.

EVERYWHERE I LOOK
Helen Garner  
Text PB $29.99
Essays and other short 
non-fiction drawn from 
15 years of Garner’s 
writing life.

MILK AND HONEY
Rupi Kaur  
Andrews McMeel PB $24.99
A bittersweet collection 
of poetry and prose 
about survival, written by 
Canadian feminist poet, 
writer and spoken-word 
artist, Rupi Kaur.

HOW TO WIN  
AN ARGUMENT
Marcus Tullius Cicero 
Princeton HB $37.95
A unique anthology of 
Cicero’s rhetorical and 
oratorical wisdom.

THE NEAR AND THE FAR
David Carlin &  
Francesca Rendle-Short 
(eds) Scribe PB $27.99
A collection of short stories 
about finding connections 
where you least expect them, 
with contributions by writers 
including Cate Kennedy and 
Maxine Beneba Clarke.

IN OTHER WORDS:  
FORTY YEARS OF ESSAYS
Goenawan Mohamad  
NewSouth PB $34.99
Short essays on literature, 
faith, mythology, politics 
and history from one 
of Indonesia’s foremost 
literary figures and public 
intellectuals.
.

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

DECEMBER

RELEASE

DECEMBER

RELEASE

THE WORD DETECTIVE
John Simpson
John Simpson, former chief editor of the 
Oxford English Dictionary, demystifies his 
wordcraft, showing us both the technical 
lexicography needed to understand a word, 
and the careful poetry needed to construct 
its definition. Simpson challenges both the 
idea that dictionaries are definitive, and 
the notion that language is falling apart. He 
gives life to the colourful characters at the 
OED and to the English language itself, and 
includes entertaining and erudite diversions 
into the history and origin of words such as 
‘kangaroo’, ‘hot-dog’ and ‘pommie’, as well 
as a fair few swearwords. One for the many 
word nerds among us.

SPECIAL
PRICE
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Highly Recommended   

Picador HB 
WAS $49.95 
NOW $24.95

THE ART OF CYCLING 
Cadel Evans
Cadel Evans’ extraordinary cycling career 
spanned 20 years and more than 750 
professional races, reaching its apogee 
when he won the yellow jersey in the 2011 
Tour de France, the first and only Australian 
to do so. Here he tells the story of the races 
and moments that mattered the most – his 
six top-ten placings in Tours de France and 
his historic victory; his wins in the UCI Road 
World Championship and Mountain Bike 
World Cup (twice); his Giro d’Italia races 
and many more. Famous in the sport for his 
meticulous preparation and as an athlete 
who prided himself on his ability to give his 
all, Evans writes with forensic detail about 
the triumphs, the frustrations, the training, 
the preparation, the psychology of cycling 
and the controversies.

THE BOY BEHIND  
THE CURTAIN
Tim Winton
Tim Winton is one of our most acclaimed 
and esteemed novelists. In this 
autobiography, he turns his attention 
towards the chaos and beauty of his own 
life. Both brutally honest and entertaining, 
The Boy Behind the Curtain is a powerful 
excavation of those charged moments 
that make up a life – joyous, traumatic 
and transformational. All the markers of 
Winton’s fiction are here: the dark realism, 
the unflinching eye, the humour and the 
connection with place. The book turns from 
essays on accidents and chance to religion, 
the environment, gun culture and asylum 
seekers. Ultimately a meditation on what 
sustains a life in writing, The Boy Behind the 
Curtain is an inspirational read. 

BLOOD MYSTIC 
George Gittoes
Blood Mystic begins with painter, filmmaker 
and provocateur George Gittoes flying to 
Jalalabad, one of the most dangerous cities 
on earth. He is heading there to film with 
street kids, one of many projects he has 
undertaken in Afghanistan since establishing 
a Yellow House arts centre there in 2011. His 
work has led to him being threatened by the 
Taliban, and as the danger grows, George 
reflects deeply on a life less ordinary – his 
boyhood being groomed as a gangster, his 
escape to New York, establishing the Sydney 
Yellow House with Martin Sharp, and many 
other crazy brave and artistically driven 
adventures around the globe.

A BONE OF FACT 
David Walsh
David Walsh’s artistic vision has transformed 
Tasmania from apple isle to art isle. Here, 
he shares his views on everything from 
growing-up in Glenorchy to grandiose 
theories of humanity. The MONA owner’s 
memoir, not unlike a visit to MONA, will likely 
thrill and flummox readers. Reminiscent 
of spoken word, Walsh’s prose is heartfelt 
yet hard-edged. A diehard Vonnegut fan, he 
professes his desire to write like his hero, 
acknowledges he cannot, but tries anyway. 
A merciless straight-shooter, Walsh remains 
curiously enigmatic throughout this heavy, 
gold-embossed 83-chapter tome. Just as 
we come closer to understanding him, he 
retreats into meta-non-fiction, playfully luring 
the reader into a game of cat and mouse.  

CYNTHIA NOLAN
M.E. McGuire
The Heide set has been the subject of many 
collective and individual biographies, but 
one of its earliest and most interesting 
members has been largely overlooked. John 
Reed’s younger sister Cynthia was a hugely 
talented, charming but enigmatic character. 
She ran a successful design shop and gallery 
in Melbourne, had a tortuous affair with 
conductor Bernard Heinze, studied dance and 
art in Sydney, trained as a nurse in Chicago 
and London and qualified as a psychiatric 
nurse in New York, before returning to 
Australia pregnant and unmarried. Raising 
her daughter Jinx in Sydney, Cynthia wrote 
two novels before marrying the much 
younger Sidney Nolan in 1948 and going 
on to write a series of well-regarded travel 
books before taking her own life in 1976. 
Academic M. E. McGuire skilfully profiles this 
fascinating yet little known woman.

ABC HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $39.99

Hamish Hamilton 
HB WAS $45 
NOW $34.95

Viking PB  
WAS $35  
NOW $29.99

Macmillan PB 
WAS $44.99 
NOW $39.99

HarperCollins PB 
$32.99

Melbourne Books 
HB WAS $34.95 
NOW $29.99

MUP PB $32.99

BYRON’S WOMEN
Alexander Larman
The greatest falsehood propagated 
about Byron, the most flamboyant of 
the Romantics, is that he loved women. 
Alexander Larman’s account of the poet’s 
relationships proves the opposite to be true. 
Far from the ‘Byronic’ image of romantic 
swagger and mysterious magnificence, 
Byron’s attitude towards the women 
in his life was instead predominantly a 
combination of contempt, violence and lordly 
dismissal. Larman has written a subversive 
exploration of Byron’s life, viewed through 
the prism of the lives of nine women 
with whom he was intimately associated, 
including his mother, three women who 
adored him, the sister he slept with, his wife 
and his daughters. While deeply unflattering 
and often shocking, this ‘anti-biography’ 
is simultaneously deft, witty, superbly 
researched and very readable. 

Head of Zeus HB 
$39.99

BARBARIAN DAYS
William Finnegan  
Corsair PB $24.99
Finnegan’s memoir of a 
life spent travelling the 
world to chase waves was 
awarded this year’s Pulitzer 
Prize for Biography.

THE HATE RACE 
Maxine Beneba Clarke 
Hachette Australia PB  
WAS $32.99 NOW $29.99
This powerful, funny and at 
times devastating memoir 
about growing up black in 
white middle-class Australia 
is essential reading.

BOB ELLIS:  
IN HIS OWN WORDS 
Bob Ellis Black Inc PB  
WAS $34.99 NOW $29.99
Compiled by Ellis’s wife, Anne 
Brooksbank, this collection 
showcases the best of 
his celebrated and much-
loved essays, speeches, 
diaries and scripts.

HILLBILLY ELEGY 
J.D. Vance  
HarperCollins PB $32.99
Vance offers a broad 
and probing look at the 
struggles of America’s 
white working class in this 
memoir of a family and 
culture in crisis.

DADLAND: A JOURNEY 
INTO UNCHARTED 
TERRITORY
Keggie Carew  
Chatto & Windus PB $32.99
Carew’s memoir covers her 
rackety English childhood, the 
poignant breakdown of her 
family and her unorthodox 
war-hero father.

KEEPING ON KEEPING ON 
Alan Bennett Profile HB 
WAS $49.99 NOW $44.99
This follow-up volume 
to Writing Home and 
Untold Stories contains 
Bennett’s witty and 
sometimes provocative 
2005–2015 diaries.

DYING: A MEMOIR
Cory Taylor  
Text PB $24.99
A moving and heartfelt 
meditation on life and 
death written just before 
the author’s death from 
melanoma-related cancer.

PABLO ESCOBAR:  
MY FATHER
Juan Pablo Escobar  
Ebury PB $35
The son of the most 
infamous drug lord of all 
time writes of his attempts 
to come to terms with the 
shocking acts perpetrated 
by his father.

DOWN THE DIRT ROADS 
Rachael Treasure
Country girl and best-selling novelist 
Rachael Treasure (Jillaroo, The Cattleman’s 
Daughter) had worked hard to build a long-
dreamed-of lifestyle on the family farm. 
But after the breakdown of her marriage, 
Rachael lost the farm and felt that she had 
also lost her way in life. This ‘memoir of 
love, loss and the land’ recounts how she 
took her two kids and her dogs, purchased 
a run-down farm down a dirt road on the 
edge of the Tasmanian wilderness and 
discovered an all-new compass to live by, 
one that focussed on repairing the damage 
that Europeans have done to the Australian 
landscape since arriving here. Treasure 
shows that in both agriculture and life, there 
are many roads to follow.

HOUND OF THE SEA
Garret McNamara with 
Karen Karbo
What drives someone to chase the world’s 
biggest waves? Garret McNamara knows 
– he competes professionally in tow-in and 
big wave surfing competitions around the 
globe, and holds the Guinness world record 
for surfing the world’s largest wave. In this 
engaging, passionate memoir, McNamara 
evokes the emotional and physical compulsion 
of the surf, and describes the forces that make 
the ocean such a vital source of challenge and 
comfort for himself and other surfers. 

LIGHT AND SHADOW: 
MEMOIRS OF A SPY’S SON
Mark Colvin
Be captivated as ABC journalist Mark Colvin 
recalls his extraordinary life as son of a British 
MI6 agent, eyewitness in the front row of 
history and global citizen. After a childhood 
in Austria and Malaysia, Colvin endured the 
horrors of an English boarding school before 
attending Oxford, travelling through China 
during the Cultural Revolution and moving 
to Australia in time to cover the Whitlam 
dismissal. As a foreign correspondent he 
reported on pre-Gorbachev Russia, Thatcher’s 
Britain, the Cold War, the Middle East and 
Africa. Vivid descriptions of cultural contexts 
and a passion for music, film and art aid these 
comprehensive and enthralling recollections. 

Q 3. Who ran a jazz club  
before turning his hand  
to writing?
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Bantam PB 
$34.99

NUJEEN
Nujeen Mustafa  
with Christina Lamb
Born with cerebral palsy, 16-year-old Nujeen 
Mustafa’s story is one of great courage 
and perseverance. In 2014, she fled her 
Syrian home with her family and travelled 
4000 miles across Europe in a wheelchair. 
Like Malala Yousafzai, Nujeen is a young 
woman who has achieved great things 
against the odds and has chosen to share 
her empowering journey in a powerful and 
moving memoir. Her love for her homeland, 
and her sorrow at its ongoing destruction 
and the inaction of foreign governments, 
are palpable, as is her desire to increase 
understanding towards refugees. 

SET THE BOY FREE
Johnny Marr
Johnny Marr was born in 1960s Manchester 
and knew from an early age that he would 
be a musician. Marr spent his teenage years 
playing guitar, devouring pop culture and 
inventing his own musical style. Then, in 
the early eighties, he met a singer named 
Steven Patrick Morrissey and together they 
formed The Smiths. The rest, as they say, is 
history. An extraordinary guitar player and 
songwriter, Marr went on to work with many 
other musical luminaries after breaking with 
the band, recording with Bryan Ferry, Talking 
Heads, Kirsty MacColl, Pet Shop Boys, Billy 
Bragg, The Pretenders, Nile Rogers and Bert 
Jansch. Here, for the first time, he tells the 
story of his amazing musical career.

PAUL KEATING:  
THE BIG-PICTURE LEADER
Troy Bramston
Troy Bramston is the first biographer that 
Paul Keating has cooperated with in more 
than two decades. Drawing on around 
15 hours of new interviews with the man 
himself, coupled with access to Keating’s 
extensive personal files, Bramston tells the 
story of Keating’s rise to power and time in 
office. We read of his progress through Young 
Labor and into parliament at just 25 years 
of age; of his time as a minister in the last 
days of the Whitlam government; his path-
breaking term as treasurer in the 1980s; his 
five-year prime ministership from 1991 to 
1996; and his passions and interests since. 
This fascinating portrait draws on papers, 
caucus documents and diaries never before 
made public, as well as interviews with more 
than 100 family members, parliamentary 
colleagues and party officials.

VICTORIA: THE QUEEN
Julia Baird
Subtitled ‘An intimate biography of the 
women who changed the world’, Julia 
Baird’s compelling, beautifully written 
portrait of Victoria considers her as queen, 
wife, mother and catalyst for change. By the 
time of her Diamond Jubilee Procession in 
1897, Victoria reigned over a quarter of the 
inhabited world, had 400 million subjects, 
and had given birth to nine children – no 
mean achievement. Baird’s admiration for 
the monarch is clear, but she doesn’t shy 
away from addressing Victoria’s insecurities, 
contradictions and mistakes. The result is a 
thoughtful and engaging biography of one of 
the world’s most influential, intriguing and 
surprising rulers.

THE PRINCESS DIARIST 
Carrie Fisher
This ‘sort-of memoir’ from the woman who 
played Princess Leia in the first Star Wars 
movie is Fisher’s intimate and hilarious 
recollection of what happened behind the 
scenes on one of the most famous film 
sets of all time. Drawing on hand-written 
excerpts from the journals her then 21-year-
old self kept while the film was being 
shot, she gives an intimate and revealing 
recollection of what happened on set, and 
goes on to ponder the absurdity of celebrity 
and of a life spawned by Hollywood royalty, 
only to be surpassed by her own outer-
space royalty status.

SONGS OF A WAR BOY 
Deng Thiak Adut  
with Ben McKelvey
This book will inevitably be described as 
inspirational. After all, Deng Thiak Adut 
(you may remember him from that viral 
ad for the University of Western Sydney) 
was taken from his family and village in 
South Sudan at age six to become a child 
soldier. He witnessed, experienced and 
committed atrocities before moving to 
Australia as a refugee. Here, Deng studied 
hard, eventually becoming a lawyer 
and refugee advocate. Inspirational 
indeed. But Songs of A War Boy is about 
more than inspiration. It is a thoughtful 
book about family, freedom, justice and 
compassion that gives readers a glimpse 
into a world most have never seen.

WALK THROUGH WALLS
Marina Abramović
This memoir spans the five-decade 
career of Marina Abramović, recounting 
a life story that is almost as exhilarating 
and extraordinary as her groundbreaking 
performance art. Starting from her early life 
in communist ex-Yugoslavia and her time 
as a young art student in Belgrade in the 
1970s, she describes how she pushed (and 
still pushes) her body past the limits of fear, 
pain and exhaustion in a quest for emotional 
and spiritual transformation. A fascinating 
insight into the life of one of the most 
important artists working today.

HarperCollins PB 
$32.99

Century PB $35

NewSouth HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $39.99

Scribe HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99 
 

HarperCollins 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Hachette PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $27.99

Fig Tree HB 
$49.99

SIDNEY NOLAN: A LIFE 
Nancy Underhill
Sidney Nolan is one of the most influential 
figures in Australian art. Curator and art 
historian Nancy Underhill’s second book 
about the artist shifts our gaze beyond his 
Heide years and the creation of his iconic 
Ned Kelly series, to his life after he left 
Australia in 1951. Rather than using Nolan’s 
paintings to explore his character, Underhill 
chooses to explore the man that created 
the paintings. Describing him as a ‘myth 
manager’, she asks us to consider how 
Nolan’s fame influenced reactions to his 
later works. For readers seeking an incisive 
portrait of a complex artist’s life, Underhill’s 
meticulously researched and annotated 
biography won’t disappoint. 

NewSouth HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $15.95

THE ODD WOMAN  
AND THE CITY
Vivian Gornick  
Nero PB $22.99
Gornick’s memoir is a 
moving ode to New York, 
and to the friendships and 
encounters that invigorate 
and ground her life in 
the city.

QUEEN OF KATWE 
Tim Crothers  
Scribe PB $22.99
Film tie-in edition of the 
true story of a female 
chess prodigy from the 
Ugandan slum of Katwe.

ON LIVING
Kerry Egan  
Penguin HB $29.99
Hospice chaplain Kerry Egan 
discusses what she calls the 
‘spiritual work of dying’ – 
finding or making meaning 
of one’s life, the experiences 
it contained and the people 
who have touched it.

RECKONING
Magda Szubanski  
Text PB $32.99
Awarded the 2016 
Australian Book Industry 
Book of the Year, this 
acclaimed memoir 
describes the well-known 
comedian’s difficult journey 
of self-discovery.

OUR MAN ELSEWHERE 
Thornton McCamish  
Black Inc HB WAS $39.99 
NOW $19.99
McCamish sets out on a quest 
to explore the extraordinary 
life and strangely muted 
legacy of Australian war 
correspondent and author, 
Alan Moorehead. 

THE SHEPHERD’S LIFE
James Rebanks  
Penguin PB $24.99
This evocative account 
of a year in the life of a 
shepherd in England’s 
Lake District describes a 
fundamental connection 
with the land that most of 
us have lost.

POSITION DOUBTFUL
Kim Mahood  
Scribe PB $29.99
An exploration of friendships, 
landscape and homecoming, 
Mahood’s book offers 
a unique portrait of the 
complexities of black 
and white relations in 
contemporary Australia.

SMALL ACTS OF 
DISAPPEARANCE
Fiona Wright  
Giramondo PB $24.99
Wright’s collection of 
essays about her affliction 
with anorexia was awarded 
the 2016 Kibble Award for 
women’s life writing.

Highly Recommended   

VALIANT FOR TRUTH
Neil McDonald  
with Peter Brune
Chester Wilmot (1911–54) was one of WW2’s 
most famous broadcasters, both in his 
native Australia and in Europe. A confidante 
of Field Marshal Montgomery, Wilmot was 
a pioneer of frontline reporting. Renowned 
for his objective, analytical and descriptive 
journalism, his interviews for the ABC and 
BBC were punctuated by the clamour of battle 
from Tobruk to Kokoda, Greece to Normandy. 
In 1944 he accompanied an airborne division 
during the Allied invasion of Europe, an 
experience that later informed his 1952 book, 
The Struggle for Europe. Based on research 
drawn from Wilmot’s personal papers, this 
lively and detailed biography refocuses 
attention on the groundbreaking journalist 
and author, and includes photographs of 
Wilmot in various WW2 war zones.

Q 4. What has become 
increasingly collectable  
over the past decade?



SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

SPECIAL
PRICE

History   9

Highly Recommended   

Allen Lane HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

ANTIPODES
Avan Judd Stallard
For millennia, Europeans were bewitched by 
the idea of a great southern continent that 
mirrored the size and riches of the northern 
hemisphere. Antipodes: In Search of the 
Southern Continent reassesses the long-held 
belief in this imagined El Dorado and seeks 
to explain why the myth endured when 
the physical existence of Terra Australis 
remained elusive. Appropriately, the text 
is accompanied by gorgeous colour plates 
of antique maps that trace the southern 
region’s coalescence from an immense 
amorphous landmass to the instantly 
recognisable outlines that emerged in the 
time of James Cook.

CAPTURING TIME
Edwin Barnard
Now more than ever, the 
changing skylines of our urban 
conurbations make it almost 
impossible to visualise what 
they would have looked like in 
the 19th and early 20th century. 

Capturing Time: Panoramas of Old Australia 
does just that. The panorama, conceived 
in the 1780s, became a much-loved 
attraction and Australia caught on in the 
1830s when moving panoramas began to 
be shown in Sydney theatres. Featuring 
23 photographic and painted panoramas, 
and over 400 pictures from the National 
Library’s collection, this historical portrait 
weaves together extraordinary images with 
detailed accounts from the period to create 
a sense of what life was like for the early 
Australian settlers.

AUSTRALIA
Bruce Postle
Here’s Australia seen through the eyes of one 
man – newspaper photographer Bruce Postle, 
who’s been capturing images of the country 
throughout a career spanning half a century. 
One in a series of ten books documenting 
Postle’s photography, Australia tries to define 
an Australian uniqueness. Are we defined by 
‘iconic’ images such as the first double-page 
spread of a stockman mustering cattle? 
This book certainly emphasises the country 
and the outback. But some images of urban 
life – a portrait of Aboriginal activist Burnum 
Burnum, for example – show there are other 
possible narratives. 

BLITZED 
Norman Ohler
The Nazis presented themselves as warriors 
against moral degeneracy. But in fact, the 
Third Reich was permeated with drugs: 
cocaine, heroin, morphine and, most of 
all, methamphetamines, or crystal meth, 
which was used by everyone from factory 
workers to soldiers to housewives. In 
Blitzed, German journalist Norman Ohler 
argues that promiscuous use of drugs at the 
very highest levels impaired and confused 
the Nazis’ decision-making, with Hitler and 
his entourage taking refuge in potentially 
lethal cocktails of stimulants administered 
by the physician Dr Morell as the war turned 
against Germany. 

CURIOUS MINDS 
Peter Macinnis
This absorbing ‘history of our natural history’ 
looks at the naturalists, collectors, settlers 
and artists who, spurred by a sense of 
curiosity about the natural world and the 
stimulation of an unknown land, discovered 
and classified Australian plants and animals 
in the wake of British settlement. Numerous 
characters contributed to our knowledge of 
Australian flora and fauna, including William 
Dampier, Charles Darwin, Joseph Banks, 
Amalie Dietrich, Georgiana Molloy, Ferdinand 
von Mueller and John and Elizabeth Gould. 
Abundant drawings, sketches, excerpts 
and portraits illustrate these succinct and 
interesting histories, which reveal a diversity 
of personalities, contexts and anecdotes. 

Affirm PB $29.99

John Murray PB 
$32.99

THE CHANGI BOOK
Lachlan Grant (ed)
The publication of these first-person 
accounts of life in the Changi prisoner-of-war 
camp was originally slated for the 1940s. 
Seventy years later, richly accompanied 
by original cartoons, paintings, contextual 
background and previously unpublished 
photographs, the rare collection at last sees 
the light of day. The results of a short story 
competition held in the camp in 1942 by 
Australia’s 8th Division, the essays were 
discovered in 2012 by the book’s editor, 
Australian War Memorial historian and author 
Lachlan Grant. They reveal the minutiae of 
daily life in the prison camp, including the 
sports days and concerts that lightened the 
prisoners’ existence, and the resourceful 
and ingenious adaptations that enabled their 
survival. Together, the essays capture the 
unimaginable purgatory of POW life.

THE AGE OF GENIUS
A. C. Grayling  
Bloomsbury PB $27.99
Grayling explains how  
original and unorthodox 
thinking, war and 
technological invention 
caused the 17th century 
to become the crucible of 
modernity.

THE BUSH
Don Watson  
Penguin PB $24.99
Watson ponders what 
Australians mean 
by ‘the bush’, and 
investigates how has it 
shaped us as a nation.

THE ART OF TIME TRAVEL
Tom Griffiths  
Black Inc PB $34.99
Through portraits of 14 
eminent Australian historians, 
Griffiths traces how a body 
of work is formed out of a 
lifelong dialogue between 
past evidence and present 
experience.

DARK EMU
Bruce Pascoe  
Magabala PB $35
Pascoe argues that we 
should reconsider the 
hunter-gatherer tag given 
to precolonial Indigenous 
Australians.

AUSTRALIANS:  
A SHORT HISTORY
Thomas Keneally  
Allen & Unwin HB $49.99
A condensed version of 
Keneally’s three-volume 
history of our country and 
its people.

GHOST EMPIRE
Richard Fidler  
ABC Books HB $39.99
After travelling to 
Constantinople (Istanbul) with 
his son Joe, popular ABC 
radio presenter Richard Fidler 
writes about the ancient city’s 
extraordinary history, and 
how their trip changed his 
relationship with Joe.

BOLSHOI CONFIDENTIAL
Simon Morrison  
4th Estate PB $34.99
Morrison exposes the 
many secrets of Russia’s 
world-famous ballet 
company, from the rule of 
the tsars to today.

A HANDFUL OF SAND
Charlie Ward  
Monash PB $29.95
Tells the story behind the 
Gurindji people’s famous 
Wave Hill Walk-off in 1966, 
and questions the meanings 
commonly attributed to the 
return of their land by Gough 
Whitlam in 1975.

NLA HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $14.95

NewSouth/AWM 
HB WAS $59.99 
NOW $16.95

NLA PB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $15.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB WAS $60 
NOW $55 Miegunyah PB 

WAS $34.99  
NOW $29.99

EXPLORERS’ 
SKETCHBOOKS 
Huw Lewis-Jones  
& Kari Herbert
This fascinating and humbling 
visual history reproduces 
explorers’ original handwritten 

journal entries and artwork. It celebrates the 
fearless and talented men and women whose 
sketches and journals were the main way of 
recording information on new discoveries in 
a pre-digital age. The 70 entries range from 
well-known explorers including Amundsen, 
Bell, Chatwin, Cook, Mee, Livingstone, 
Shackleton and Hillary, to lesser-known 
but equally intriguing travellers, botanists, 
astronauts, archaeologists, anthropologists, 
artists and mountaineers. 

Monash PB 
$39.95

FOUR PRINCES
John Julius Norwich
Four great princes – Henry VIII of England, 
Francis I of France, Charles V of Spain 
and the Ottoman sultan Suleiman the 
Magnificent – were born within a single 
decade on the cusp of the 15th and 16th 
centuries. Each looms large in his country’s 
history and in this book acclaimed historian 
John Julius Norwich (A History of Venice) 
broadens the scope and shows how, against 
the rich background of the Renaissance 
and destruction of the Reformation, their 
wary obsession with one another laid the 
foundations for modern Europe. Individually, 
each man could hardly have been more 
different – Henry had six wives, for instance, 
while Charles led a monastic life – but, 
together, they dominated the world stage. 

FROM THE EDGE: 
AUSTRALIA’S LOST 
HISTORIES 
Mark McKenna
In this new history, McKenna revisits 
first encounters between Aborigines 
and Europeans. From the epic trek of 12 
shipwrecked British and Bengali sailors 
along the Victorian coast toward Sydney 
in 1797, to the failed settlement at Port 
Essington in West Arnhem Land and differing 
interpretations of Captain Cook’s interactions 
with Aborigines at Cooktown in the 1770s, 
McKenna brings these encounters to life and 
illuminates ‘the mutual fascination’ each 
culture had with the other. He also writes 
of how Europeans were changed by their 
experiences, of the crucial assistance given 
by the Aborigines and of the resonance of 
these encounters today. A thought-provoking 
and revelatory examination of our history 
and Indigenous heritage.
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THE GREAT WAR 
GALLIPOLI

Les Carlyon
Macmillan HB WERE $39.99 EACH 
NOW $19.95 EACH
Carlyon’s meticulous research and 
mesmerising storytelling are brought to 
the fore in these, his two greatest works. 
Awarded the Prime Minister’s Prize for 
Australian History in 2007, The Great War 
is the epic story of the fighting men who 
found themselves on the Western Front as 
part of the largest tragedy in our history. His 
earlier book, Gallipoli, is the epic story of the 
fighting men who forged the legend of Anzac 
on another WWI front, the Dardanelles. True 
Australian classics, published in handsome 
hardback formats.

A SINGLE TREE 
Don Watson (ed)
This collection of the raw material that Don 
Watson used to research his award-winning 
2014 book The Bush comprises diary 
extracts, memoirs, journals, letters, histories, 
poems and fiction. Most of the materials 
display a deep and sentimental connection 
to the land, and an equally deep ignorance 
and abuse of it. All the romantic themes 
are here – the heroic myths and legends; 
the rural landscape as the formative and 
defining element in Australian culture; the 
mysterious and sometimes malevolent deep 
silence. Watson presents us with accounts of 
journeys, of work and recreation, of religious 
observance, of creation and destruction. He 
also gives us musings on what the future of 
the bush might be.

REVOLUTION: THE HISTORY 
OF ENGLAND VOLUME IV
Peter Ackroyd
In revisiting the history of England, Ackroyd 
weaves historical sources into absorbing 
narratives. This volume covers 1688 to 
1815 – an era of extraordinary change. We 
witness the reigns of William of Orange, 
Queen Anne, the Hanoverian Kings George, 
George II and George III, the beginnings 
of the fourth estate, the British union, the 
establishment of the Bank of England, the 
slave trade, and the American and French 
revolutions. It was a time of conflict: England 
and France, Whigs and Tories, Protestants 
and Catholics, Jacobites and Stuarts, 
Wellington and Napoleon. Agriculture 
blossomed, affluence rose and the industrial 
revolution transformed the economy. Fast-
moving and crammed with details, this is a 
worthy introduction to a pivotal epoch. 

THE RIVIERA SET
Mary S Lovell
Those who enjoyed Lovell’s previous 
biographies of the Mitford sisters and 
Churchill family will be equally drawn 
to her latest work, which tells the story 
of a group of people who lived, partied, 
bed-hopped and politicked over a 40-year 
period (1920–60) at the art deco Château de 
l’Horizon near Cannes. At the heart of this 
glamorous scene was its American owner 
Maxine Elliott, who hosted the likes of Noel 
Coward, the Aga Khan, the Windsors and 
Winston Churchill. After WW2, ownership of 
the château changed and Prince Aly Khan 
used it to entertain the Hollywood set, as 
well as launch his seduction of and eventual 
marriage to Rita Hayworth. Lovell recounts 
this story with tremendous brio and relish, 
making it a great summer-holiday read.

THE STORY OF AUSTRALIA’S 
PEOPLE: VOLUME 2
Geoffrey Blainey
The much-anticipated second instalment of 
Geoffrey Blainey’s history of Australia’s people 
moves on from the period covered in The Rise 
and Fall of Ancient Australia to the years from 
the Gold Rush to the present day. Blainey 
brings to life the key events and happenings 
of the past 170 years: the gold rushes that 
started in the 1850s, frustrations of the land 
explorers, Federation, the world wars, the 
Depression, postwar migration and prosperity, 
land rights and the onrush of the latest 
technology. He examines how people lived, 
worked, played and prayed over generations, 
and explores what differences have divided 
us – as well as all we have in common.

WHAT DO WE WANT? 
Clive Hamilton
What have Australians wanted? An 
end to war, women’s lib, gay rights, 
Aboriginal rights, social justice, to save the 
environment. And more. Protests have been 
integral in achieving, at least in part, these 
monumental social changes. After Germaine 
Greer exhorts us in her foreword to fight 
for the right to say ‘no,’ Clive Hamilton’s 
text expertly weaves its way through 
photographs that exude the passion and 
desperation of those wanting change. With 
a prominent but not exclusive focus on the 
1960s and ’70s, What Do We Want: The 
Story of Protest in Australia shows how far 
we’ve come and how far we still have to go 
– with street marches having lost some of 
the potency they had in past decades, what 
form will protest take in the future?

STARVATION  
IN A LAND OF PLENTY 
Michael Cathcart
The real tragedy of the Burke and Wills 
expedition is that the explorers perished 
from malnutrition and starvation despite 
being surrounded by bountiful food sources, 
something that has been blamed on 
Burke’s reluctance to rely on the support 
and knowledge of the Yandruwandha tribe. 
William Wills, third in command, kept a 
meticulous diary of the expedition, which is 
the basis for this absorbing interpretation. 
Cathcart, historian and presenter of Radio 
National’s Books and Arts programme, 
gives us plenty of social context and 
background, while sketches, newspaper 
articles, paintings and photographs add 
great visual appeal.  

HOMO DEUS: A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF TOMORROW
Yuval Noah Harari  
Harvill Secker PB $35
Harari, author of Sapiens: A 
Brief History of Humankind, 
examines our future with his 
trademark blend of science, 
history, philosophy and every 
discipline in between.

MURDER AT MYALL CREEK
Mark Tedeschi  
Simon & Schuster PB $32.99
QC Mark Tedeschi tells 
the riveting story of John 
Hubert Plunkett and his 1838 
prosecution of 11 convicts 
and former convicts for the 
brutal murder of 28 Aboriginal 
men, women and children at 
Myall Creek in NSW.

HORSES IN AUSTRALIA:  
AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 
Nicolas Brasch  
NewSouth HB  
WAS $49.99 NOW $15.95
A beautifully compact and 
lavishly illustrated treatise 
on the horse and its place 
in everyday Australian life.

PAX ROMANA
Adrian Goldsworthy 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson  
HB $55
A comprehensive history 
of the Roman Peace, from 
the bloody conquests of an 
aggressive Republic through 
the ages of Caesar, Augustus 
and Marcus Aurelius.

HOW TO PLAN A CRUSADE
Christopher Tyerman 
Penguin PB $27.99
Thousands left their 
homelands in the Middle 
Ages to fight wars abroad. 
But how did the Crusades 
actually happen? What did 
they cost, and how were 
they organised?

QUEEN BEES
Siân Evans  
Two Roads PB $32.99
The story of six 
extraordinary hostesses 
who shaped British society 
in the inter-war years: Lady 
Astor, Lady Colefax, Lady 
Londonderry, Lady Cunard, 
Laura Corrigan and Mrs 
Ronnie Greville.

A LITTLE HISTORY  
OF RELIGION
Richard Holloway  
Yale HB $34.99
Curious readers of every 
age will enjoy this rich 
and colourful history of 
religion from humanity’s 
earliest days to our own 
contentious times.

THE VOYAGES OF  
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK 
James Cook & John 
Hawkesworth with  
Nicholas Thomas (ed)
Voyageur HB  
WAS $49.99 NOW $44.99
First-ever illustrated account 
of Captain James Cook’s 
epic 18th-century voyages, 
complete with excerpts from 
his vivid journals.
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Little, Brown PB 
$35

Hamish Hamilton 
HB WAS $45 
NOW $39.99

Canongate HB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

Macmillan PB 
$34.99

Black Inc PB  
WAS $32.99 
NOW $26.99

Viking HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $45

NLA PB  
WAS $39.99 
NOW $34.99

NLA PB  
WAS $29.99 
NOW $14.95
 

TRUE GIRT 
David Hunt
After the breakout success of Girt (Black Inc 
PB $29.99), David Hunt returns with another 
hilarious and idiosyncratic take on Australian 
history. Picking up where Girt left off in 1821, 
and this time looking at the southern states, 
True Girt takes us on a romp filled with 
politics, history and humour. Among the many 
stories here are those of Thomas Davey, the 
Tasmanian Governor who created a cocktail 
called Blow My Skull; John Oxley, an explorer 
convinced that Australia possessed an inland 
sea; and Harry, the first (and almost certainly 
only) camel to shoot a man dead. Hunt has a 
definite flair for rendering Australian history 
accessible and funny. Free gift: A Captain 
Moonlite tea towel!

THE TIMEKEEPERS 
Simon Garfield
British writer Simon Garfield’s Just My Type 
was an entertaining and bestselling book 
about typefaces and fonts. Now, Garfield 
looks likely to return to the bestseller lists 
with this lively and engaging account of our 
obsession with time. Once passive, time 
is now aggressive, or so Garfield argues. 
It dominates our lives in ways the earliest 
clockmakers would have surely found 
unbearable. This cultural and historical tour 
of timekeeping devices such as calendars, 
timetables and watches highlights how our 
relationship with the pesky thing we always 
want more of has changed over, well, time. 
There’s an especially amusing chapter on 
time management strategies espoused by 
self-help gurus.  
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DECEMBER

RELEASE

Transit Lounge PB 
$29.99

DOUBLE DISSOLUTION
Lee Zachariah
Throwing yourself completely into the hot 
mess of an Australian election campaign is 
something that few right-thinking persons 
would sign up for. Yet that’s exactly what 
Lee Zachariah finds himself doing as he 
drives around the country in an attempt to 
make sense of the 2016 Federal Election. 
It also doesn’t help that he’s using the 
election as a distraction from his imploding 
marriage… In Double Dissolution, Zachariah 
gives us his view of the campaign from the 
sidelines, trying – by his own admission, 
unsuccessfully – to fit the election into a 
cohesive narrative. This is a funny, intelligent 
and charming account of personal and 
political failures and upheavals, one that 
nevertheless holds out some hope for 
possible futures.

FAIR GAME
Steve Cannane
Based on years of interviews and research, 
Walkley Award–winning journalist Steve 
Cannane investigates Scientology’s deep-
seeded roots in Australian soil. As Cannane 
makes clear in his introduction, he’s not 
interested in tearing apart the organisation’s 
beliefs, but in exposing other, more serious, 
details of its daily operations. If you’ve ever 
brushed Scientology off as harmless, or even 
funny, Cannane’s findings will make you 
think otherwise. He describes a powerful, 
secretive group with a long history of human 
trafficking, slave labour, false imprisonment, 
intimidation, threats, abuse, and more. Given 
that the Scientology organisation is renowned 
for its aggressive response to criticism of any 
kind, Cannane and his collaborators should 
be applauded for their bravery. 

BEST AUSTRALIAN 
POLITICAL CARTOONS 2016
Russ Radcliffe
Always eagerly anticipated, Russ Radcliff’s 
annual roundup of the year in politics as 
observed by Australia’s funniest and most 
perceptive political cartoonists is as incisive 
and irreverent as ever. Includes cartoons by 
Dean Alston, Peter Broelman, Pat Campbell, 
Andrew Dyson, John Farmer, First Dog on 
the Moon, Matt Golding, Fiona Katauskas, 
Mark Knight, Jon Kudelka, Bill Leak, Alan 
Moir, Peter Nicholson, Bruce Petty, David 
Pope, David Rowe, John Spooner, Ron 
Tandberg, Andrew Weldon, Cathy Wilcox, 
Paul Zanetti, and many more … 

A TEAR IN THE SOUL
Amanda Webster
What might reconciliation between Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal Australians look like – not 
just for the nation, but individually? In this 
considered and respectful book, Amanda 
Webster explores the possibilities. Webster 
grew up in a remote town in WA, close to 
an Aboriginal mission where her best friend 
lived. As an adult, she revisits both her past 
and her childhood assumptions, re-meeting 
people from her childhood and forging new, 
if sometimes fraught, relationships with 
them. In doing so she faces the complexities 
and contradictions of being a non-Aboriginal 
person in Australia today. Webster’s book  
is a demonstration of both why and how 
every non-Aboriginal person in Australia 
should care about the actions of  
previous generations.  

BEYOND THE VAPOUR TRAIL
Brett Pierce
‘It is not enough to just encounter the world: 
we must decipher what it etches on our 
souls,’ writes Brett Pierce about his 15 
years as an aid worker. And so, rather than a 
narrative with a beginning and an end, this 
book is a series of vignettes, that attempt 
to make sense of his experiences – both 
life-threatening and life-affirming. Having 
travelled to over 70 countries, Pierce has 
firsthand knowledge of places where people 
survive – or don’t – on close to nothing; 
places where children are kidnapped to 
become rebel soldiers (including his own 
sponsor child) and where other horrors 
unfold. But he has also seen extraordinary 
generosity and honesty. His book takes us 
deep into both experience and meaning.

HOPE: AN ANTHOLOGY
Various authors
These stories, winners of the Brotherhood 
of St Laurence Hope Prize, bring texture and 
nuance to stories of poverty and sadness. 
The Brotherhood, which works towards 
social inclusion and justice, inaugurated the 
prize this year as a way to enhance people’s 
understanding of disadvantaged people 
beyond stereotypes. It encouraged writers 
to explore ‘hope and resilience in the face of 
poverty and disadvantage’ and the winning 
stories, judged by high-profile Australians 
Quentin Bryce, Kate Grenville and Cate 
Blanchett, do just that. Royalties from sales 
of the book will go to future Hope Prizes. 

VIKING ECONOMICS
George Lakey
Activist and academic George Lakey has 
spent decades studying the economies of 
Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Finland and 
Iceland, and in this book he reveals that 
Scandinavia’s deep commitment to the 
welfare state is much more recent than we 
think. Not long ago, it was a far more unequal 
region, with a much weaker commitment to 
the social welfare of its citizens. So if these 
countries can both achieve greater equality 
and develop successful economies, why can’t 
others? In Viking Economics, Lakey never 
loses his sense of humour or his belief that a 
better, more equal future for us all is within 
reach – however contrary to conventional 
wisdom this may be. An inspiring read.

Echo PB $29.95

ABC Books PB 
$32.99

Allen Lane HB 
$19.99

Scribe PB $29.99

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB $19.99

Melville House HB 
$44.99

FIGHT LIKE A GIRL  
Clementine Ford
Already well-known to Fairfax readers, 
Clementine Ford rose to greater prominence 
when she published a topless picture of 
herself online in response to a TV show’s 
overt sexism. She has been an outspoken 
advocate for women and a target for 
shocking online abuse ever since. Equal 
parts heart-rending and hilarious, Ford’s 
debut book is a feminist war cry for the 
modern world. She investigates body image, 
agency, sexuality, privilege and the media 
with wit and fury. Her point is that feminism, 
far from being a tired ideology from the 
seventies, is especially relevant now. For 
a generation of women who have to deal 
with increasing pressure to conform, this is 
an essential survival guide. Part manifesto, 
part personal history, Fight Like a Girl is also 
wildly funny.

Allen & Unwin 
PB WAS $29.99 
NOW $24.99

AND THE WEAK SUFFER 
WHAT THEY MUST?
Yanis Varoufakis  
Bodley Head PB $34.99
The economist and former 
finance minister of Greece 
presents a case against 
austerity policies in Europe, 
arguing that they are a threat 
to global stability.

THE GREAT 
MULTINATIONAL TAX RORT
Martin Feil  
Scribe PB $32.99
In this call to arms, Feil 
explains that one of the 
only ways to restore a fair 
taxation system is to ban 
the transfer pricing that the 
‘Big Four’ global accounting 
firms use.

THE AUSTRALIAN  
DREAM: BLOOD, HISTORY 
AND BECOMING
Stan Grant  
Black Inc PB $22.99
In the latest Quarterly Essay, 
Stan Grant writes Indigenous 
people back into the 
economic and multicultural 
history of Australia.

HOW DID WE GET  
INTO THIS MESS?
George Monbiot  
Verso HB $36.99
Environmental and political 
activist George Monbiot 
identifies and assesses the 
parlous state of today’s 
world and suggests 
solutions to challenge the 
politics of fear. 

ETHICS IN THE  
REAL WORLD
Peter Singer  
Text PB $32.99
Eighty-six brief and 
provocative essays on 
real-world ethical questions 
from the influential and 
controversial philosopher.

TALKING TO MY COUNTRY
Stan Grant  
HarperCollins HB $29.99
Grant’s very personal 
meditation on what it 
means to be Australian, 
what it means to be 
Indigenous, and what 
racism really means in 
this country.

FAITH
Tim Costello  
Hardie Grant HB $29.99
Subtitled ‘Embracing Life 
in all its Uncertainty’, this 
challenging book explores 
issues including refugees, 
corruption, war, intolerance, 
poverty, inequality and 
global warming.

WHAT A TIME TO BE ALIVE
Mark Di Stefano  
MUP PB $27.99
BuzzFeed’s political 
editor in Australia shares 
his unsanitised diary of 
behind-the-scenes action 
during the 2016 Federal 
Election campaign.

Highly Recommended   

THE OPTICIAN OF 
LAMPEDUSA
Emma-Jane Kirby
Optician Carmine Menna lives a quiet life 
with his wife on the remote Italian island of 
Lampedusa in the Mediterranean Sea. He 
has seen the headlines about shipwrecked 
migrants, noticed the reception centre, 
even crossed paths with the occasional 
lost soul. Then one sunny October morning 
in 2013, a relaxing boat trip with friends 
unexpectedly turns into a heartbreaking 
rescue mission, and he truly comes face to 
face with the human tragedy unfolding on 
his doorstep. BBC journalist Emma-Jane 
Kirby tells the story of this terrible day in a 
slim but hugely moving volume that should 
be essential reading for all global leaders, 
including our own.

Q 5. Who lived in  
La Casa Azul? 
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WEAPONS OF  
MATH DESTRUCTION
Cathy O‘Neil  
Allen Lane PB $32.99
A fascinating look at 
the economic and 
information algorithms 
that shape our daily lives, 
increase inequality and 
threaten democracy.

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN 
SCIENCE WRITING 2016
Jo Chandler (ed)
Editor Jo Chandler points out that in alerting 
the world to the danger of pesticides, Rachel 
Carson used ‘the language of the storyteller, 
rather than the scientist’. This uncommon 
talent for communicating cutting-edge 
and complex ideas in everyday language 
abounds in this collection. These thought-
provoking, mostly short pieces cover the 
impact of technology on farms and our 
brains, the frightening future for eucalypts 
under climate change, germs, bespoke 
medicine, the discovery of gravitational 
waves, ticks that cause meat allergies, and 
much more. While this volume’s topics are 
wide-ranging, one constant is the writers’ 
fascination with understanding how our 
world works. 

EINSTEIN’S  
GREATEST MISTAKE
David Bodanis
Albert Einstein revolutionised our 
understanding of the cosmos with his 
general theory of relativity and helped to 
lead us into the atomic age. Yet in the final 
decades of his life he was ignored by most 
working scientists, his ideas opposed by 
even his closest friends. Academic, futurist 
and author David Bodanis (E=mc2, The 
Secret House) argues that this stunning 
downfall can be traced to personal qualities. 
Einstein’s imagination and self-confidence 
served him well as he sought to reveal the 
universe’s structure, but when it came to 
newer revelations in the field of quantum 
mechanics, these same traits undermined 
his quest for the ultimate truth. 

A DAY IN THE  
LIFE OF THE BRAIN 
Susan Greenfield
Neuroscience meets philosophy as scientist 
and science communicator Baroness Susan 
Greenfield explores what consciousness 
actually is. And if there’s the occasional bit 
of quantum physics thrown in that’s all to 
the good, because Greenfield believes it 
may well be theoretical physicists who will 
ultimately be able to describe the ‘meta’ 
workings of consciousness, and how the 
various physical, chemical and neural 
aspects of the brain and consciousness 
are connected. She suggests that 
‘neuronal assemblies’ are key – that it’s 
interconnectivity rather than discrete neurons 
that might explain the what and the how. 
By walking the reader through a typical day, 
Greenfield theorises about the way these 
assemblies work, and how they answer a 
‘shopping list’ of questions that together 
might give us insight into consciousness.

TIME MACHINE: A WILD 
RIDE THROUGH THE AGES
Adam Spencer
Strap yourself into the DeLorean and get 
ready for another wild ride from mad 
mathematician, comedian and radio host 
Adam Spencer. Following on from his 
series of books on numbers, Time Machine 
explores the history of human achievement 
– albeit in a very personalised and 
idiosyncratic fashion, and with a surprise 
or two along the way. As you’d expect from 
a numbers nut, mathematics continues to 
play a big part in the book, but there’s also 
a wealth of facts, figures and weirdness to 
keep all the family entertained. 

THE DRAGON  
BEHIND THE GLASS
Emily Voigt
While fish don’t usually conjure up images 
of adventure, Emily Voigt’s The Dragon 
Behind the Glass offers an unexpectedly 
thrilling insight into one of the planet’s most 
elusive creatures and the people that chase 
it. Traversing the globe from the Bronx to 
isolated Myanmar and the depths of the 
Amazon, this true story encompasses Voigt’s 
search for a wild specimen of the world’s 
most coveted (and expensive) fish, the Asian 
Arowana. Her candid and humorous writing 
style shines a light of reason over the surreal 
world of the aquarium fish trade, which 
comes complete with theft, murder and an 
ominous fish mafia. In a world where more 
and more species are disappearing, Voight 
questions what drives our desire to tame the 
untameable and claim dominion over nature. 

THE MEANING OF BIRDS
Simon Barnes
From the miracle of flight to the mythological 
and symbolic associations we’ve made 
about birds, Simon Barnes’ The Meaning 
of Birds explores the relationship between 
humans and their feathered friends through 
the ages. Whether describing the majestic 
peregrine falcon, the fastest bird on earth, or 
explaining why the humble chook became 
one of our most ubiquitous sources of food, 
Barnes puts his extensive knowledge, easy-
going style and eye for detail to good use in 
this small marvel of a book.  

UNIVERSAL: A GUIDE  
TO THE COSMOS
Brian Cox & Jeff Forshaw
‘Science is an enchanting journey of 
exploration,’ say Brian Cox and Jeff Forshaw. 
And so, as much as this mind-bending book 
is about scientists’ current understanding 
of the cosmos, it’s also about the journeys 
of exploration that have brought physicists 
to that understanding, and the scientific 
process itself. Rather than just trying to 
explain the theories behind questions like 
‘What happened before the Big Bang?’, Cox 
and Forehaw explain how all the theories 
behind the theories were formed and 
proven. It’s no good pretending that this is 
all ever-so-simple to understand (you’ll have 
to grapple with brain-bending ideas like time 
passing quicker at the top of a mountain 
than at the bottom), but it’s certainly 
stimulating, rewarding and mind-expanding.

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

Little, Brown PB 
$35

Allen Lane PB 
WAS $32.99 
NOW $29.99

XOUM Publishing 
PB WAS $34.99 
NOW $29.99

Scribner PB 
$32.99

Head of Zeus HB 
$39.99

EVOLUTION
Robert Clark
Evidence of evolution is everywhere. 
Through 200 revelatory images, award-
winning photographer Robert Clark, a 
regular contributor to National Geographic, 
makes one of the most important 
foundations of science clear and exciting 
to everyone. Evolution: A Visual Record 
transports readers from the near mystical 
(human ancestors) to the historic (the 
famous ‘finches’ Darwin collected on the 
Galápagos Islands, and which spurred his 
theory); the recently understood (the link 
between dinosaurs and modern birds) 
and the simply astonishing (the fact that 
dinosaurs ever existed). A stunning visual 
essay on the scientific process that drives 
the amazing diversity of life on earth.

Phaidon HB 
$49.95

BEING A DOG
Alexandra Horowitz  
Simon & Schuster PB $32.99
A research scientist 
introduces us to the cutting 
edge and improbable science 
behind the dog’s all-important 
olfactory abilities.

NEW SCIENTIST: THE ORIGIN 
OF (ALMOST) EVERYTHING
New Scientist, Graham 
Lawton, Stephen Hawking  
& Jennifer Daniel (illus)  
John Murray HB $45
The crew from New Scientist 
take us on a whistle-stop 
infographic-driven journey 
through life and the universe.

CHRONICLES: ON OUR 
TROUBLED TIMES
Thomas Piketty  
Viking PB $29.99
Piketty, the economist author 
of Capital in the Twenty-First 
Century, takes on subjects 
ranging from wealth and 
inequality to Europe and the 
global economy.

REALITY IS NOT  
WHAT IT SEEMS
Carlo Rovelli  
Allen Lane HB $39.99
A wondrous journey 
showing that beyond our 
ever-changing idea of 
reality is a whole new 
world that has yet to be 
discovered.

THE GENE
Siddhartha 
Mukherjee  
Bodley Head PB $35
The story of the quest 
to decipher the master 
code that makes 
and defines humans, 
governing our form 
and function.

TIME TRAVEL
James Gleick  
4th Estate PB $29.99
A mind-bending 
exploration of time travel: 
its subversive origins, its 
evolution in literature and 
science, and its influence 
on our understanding of 
time itself.

THE MATHEMATICS 
BOOK
Helen Prochazka  
Zenolith HB $59.95
This unique maths text for 
adults combines a lavishly 
illustrated coffee-table 
book format with over 
2000 practice problems.

NewSouth PB 
$29.99

SHARK TRACKER: 
CONFESSIONS OF AN 
UNDERWATER CAMERAMAN
Richard Fitzpatrick
Richard Fitzpatrick has many people’s 
dream job. Two of them, in fact – marine 
biologist and cinematographer. He wrangles 
dangerous animals, undertakes serious 
academic research into sharks, travels the 
world, dives into the mysterious depths, 
shoots footage used by stars such as David 
Attenborough and wins Emmys. What a life! 
Although Fitzpatrick writes that much of 
his time is spent bored, waiting for animals 
to turn up and do their thing, this book is 
never dull. It includes a series of entertaining 
adventure tales mixed with fascinating 
information about the animals he researches 
and films.  

Allen Lane HB 
$49.99



Highly Recommended   

BOTANICUM
Katie Scott & Kathy Willis
This ‘museum between pages’, like Katie 
Scott’s Animalium before it, captures the 
magnificence and diversity of life from 
all corners of the Earth. Scott’s beautiful, 
intricate drawings of plant life since our 
very earliest days will entrance the reader, 
and the clear descriptions of the different 
types of plant and botanical history written 
by Professor Kathy Willis of the UK’s Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, are fascinating. 
This ‘collection’ speaks volumes about the 
importance of appreciating and conserving 
our botanical treasures. 

DISOBEDIENT GARDENS
Michael Cooke  
& Brigid Arnott
After a near-fatal accident, Australian garden 
designer Michael Cooke came to believe that 
gardens, and reflecting on the gardens he 
created, helped him heal. This book, which 
profiles five stunning and distinctly individual 
country gardens in New South Wales, is 
part of his healing process. In Disobedient 
Gardens, he muses on lessons from his 
design career, plant qualities and design 
inspirations, as well as the notion of ‘wild’ 
gardens. The profile of Cooke’s own garden 
is a highlight. Arnott’s photography, which 
beautifully captures structure, layer, form and 
seasons in different terrain, is mesmerising. 
While providing an insight into Cooke’s 
design legacy, the images in this book will 
ultimately stimulate pure inspiration – and 
quite possibly pure envy – in garden-lovers.

PLANT 
Humans have been creating depictions of 
plants for thousands of years, whether for 
scientific, social, commercial or aesthetic 
reasons (or sometimes a mixture of all). 
This stunning book features an array of the 
many different ways people have created 
representations of plants. Their diverse but 
undeniable beauty is captured in everything 
from delicate watercolours and carvings 
from centuries past, to extreme close ups 
and other electronic reproductions from 
the last few years. Each page contains a 
single image, and the brief text below offers 
fascinating snippets of information about 
the artist and their art, the plant, and botany 
more generally. With plants so important to 
people, this celebratory book is not just an 
object of beauty but a social history too.

DAFFODIL: BIOGRAPHY  
OF A FLOWER 
Helen O’Neill
Inspiration to poets including Wordsworth, 
treasure-trove for scientists and symbol 
of everything from unrequited love to 
misfortune, the daffodil has been many 
things to many people. Called ‘Narcissus’ by 
the Greeks, it was prized by the Romans as 
guarantee of passage to the Underworld, and 
used by medieval Arabs and ancient Chinese 
for its medicinal properties. Helen O’Neill 
tells the familiar flower’s story as a narrative 
of progress from superstition and myth, 
taking in politics, greed, religion, science, 
chance, redemption and love along the way. 

THE ROSE
Brent Elliot
Appealing to rose aficionados, this beautiful 
gift box contains an illustrated paperback 
history of the rose as well as 40 rare 
prints perfect for framing. Written by Royal 
Horticultural Society historian Brent Elliot, 
who draws on the vast collection of texts 
and images in the society’s library, the book 
recounts the history of this much-loved flower 
from the ancient world to the early 20th 
century, including in myths, herbals, dedicated 
rose gardens and the language of flowers. 
In addition to roses from across the globe, it 
discusses Portland roses, noisettes, bourbons, 
tea roses, hybrid and hybrid teas, standards, 
climbers and ramblers, old roses and trends in 
rose breeding. A celebration of the beauty and 
influence of this impressive flower.

DIG DEEPER 
Meredith Kirton
This is the definitive manual to seasonal, 
sustainable Australian gardening. Guiding 
you through the seasons, each chapter is 
divided into four parts: annuals, perennials 
and bulbs; grasses, groundcovers and 
climbers; shrubs and trees; and herbs, fruit 
and vegetables. Containing step-by-step 
projects, feature plants, and advice and 
information on everything from the more 
unusual cultivars and creating heirloom 
crops to using grey water and groundcovers 
to beat soil erosion, Dig Deeper provides 
answers for all your garden and plant-
related queries.

PAUL BANGAY’S  
COUNTRY GARDENS
Paul Bangay
Country gardens have held a special allure 
for celebrated landscape designer Paul 
Bangay since childhood. This tour of 20 of 
his favourite country garden projects has 
been handsomely photographed by lifestyle 
photographer Simon Griffiths; each of the 
stunning properties is lovingly described 
with the designer’s own reflections on their 
individual landscape, architecture, design 
and planting. From the Mornington Peninsula 
to Margaret River, and ending up in 
Daylesford at Stonefields, his own stunning 
house and garden, this book offers plenty of 
inspiration for all home gardeners, including 
those with a big vision but a fraction of the 
budget Bangay usually has at his disposal.

A YEAR OF PRACTICULTURE
Rohan Anderson
Rohan Anderson is familiar to many due to  
his alternative lifestyle blog and previous 
book Whole Larder Love. He defines 
practiculture as a ‘way of living where 
choices are made based on their practical 
outcome’. This book records a year living 
as self-sufficiently as possible on the land. 
Divided into seasons, it covers cooking wild 
and nose-to-tail meats, including rabbits, 
deer, pigeons and snails; making pancetta 
and chorizo; keeping geese, bees and 
chickens; foraging for fungi, greens and nuts; 
preserving fruit; and making sourdough. 
Plants get a look-in too, with details on 
growing and cooking vegetables. It’s 
packed with recipes but its chatty style and 
philosophical musings make it more than a 
cookbook. A thought-provoking read for those 
who would like to eschew supermarkets or 
live in a self-sufficient manner. 

Murdoch Books HB 
$59.99

Phaidon HB  
WAS $79.95 
NOW $69.95

RHS/Andre 
Deutsch Boxed set 
WAS $70  
NOW $65

Lantern HB  
WAS $79.99 
NOW $69.99

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $19.99

LOOSE LEAF
Wona Bae & Charlie Lawler
The design duo behind Melbourne’s botanical 
design studio and shop Loose Leaf has put 
together this guide to ‘getting creative with 
nature’. It includes a look at the creation of 
some of their botanical installations, and advice 
on DIY projects such as monstera chandeliers, 
roadside bouquets, woven grass wreaths 
and mats, vine nests and hanging gardens. 
Materials include cut flowers, foliage and 
sticks as well as living plants. Drawing on their 
floristry, sculpture and design backgrounds, 
Bae and Lawler offer exciting new ways with 
indoor plants. A great resource for anyone 
interested in greening their indoors, in being 
creative, in visual sources of inspiration and in 
botanical-themed art and decor. 

Hardie Grant HB 
$45

THE HIDDEN LIFE  
OF TREES
Peter Wohlleben  
Black Inc PB $29.99
Forester and author 
Peter Wohlleben makes 
the case that the forest 
is a social network, and 
that trees both feel and 
communicate.

TRANSIT
Rachel Cusk  
Jonathan Cape PB $32.99
From one of the most 
exciting UK novelists working 
today comes this tale of a 
writer and her two young 
sons who move to London to 
establish a new life.

PLANTING DREAMS: 
SHAPING AUSTRALIAN 
GARDENS
Richard Aitken  
NewSouth HB $59.99
Garden historian Richard 
Aitken explores the 
environmental and social 
influences that have helped 
produce Australia’s unique 
gardening culture.

THE UNDERGROUND 
RAILROAD
Colson Whitehead  
Fleet PB $32.99
Shortlisted for this year’s US 
National Book Award, this 
inventive novel chronicles 
a young slave’s adventures 
as she makes a desperate 
bid for freedom in the 
antebellum South.

THE TOBACCONIST
Robert Seethaler  
Picador PB $29.99
Set in Vienna in 1937, 
Seethaler’s novel is about 
tobacconist’s apprentice 
Franz, his customer 
Sigmund Freud and the 
horror that is about to 
engulf their city.

THE EASY WAY OUT
Steven Amsterdam  
Hachette Australia PB  
WAS $29.99 NOW $24.99
If you could help someone 
in pain end their life, would 
you? Amsterdam (Things We 
Didn’t See Coming) explores 
this topical theme in his 
latest powerful novel.

A MANUAL FOR  
CLEANING WOMEN
Lucia Berlin  
Picador PB $19.99
A long-anticipated 
collection of stories 
written by one of the 
unsung stars of 20th 
century American fiction.
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Murdoch HB  
WAS $69.99 
NOW $29.99

Five Mile HB 
$39.95 4th Estate HB 

WAS $35  
NOW $19.95

Q 6. Who is credited with 
reinventing the art  
of the éclair?

THE NEWSMAN: SIXTY 
YEARS OF TELEVISION
Mal Walden  
Brolga PB $34.99
The longest-serving 
newsman on Australian 
television recounts career 
highlights and discusses the 
evolution of television news.



Coronet HB  
WAS $45  
NOW $39.95
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Smith Street Books 
HB $29.99

ABSOLUTELY ON MUSIC 
Haruki Murakami  
& Seiji Ozawa
Haruki Murakami’s passion for music runs 
deep. In fact, before turning his hand to 
writing, he ran a jazz club in Tokyo. Here, 
he fulfils a personal dream, sitting down 
with his friend, acclaimed conductor 
Seiji Ozawa, to talk about their shared 
interest. Transcribed here, their lengthy 
conversation about the nature of music and 
writing includes everything from Brahms 
to Beethoven, Leonard Bernstein to Glenn 
Gould. Topics range from record collecting 
to pop-up orchestras, and much more. 
Ultimately, this book gives readers an 
unprecedented glimpse into the creative and 
enquiring minds of two maestros.

THE COMPLETE  
BEATLES SONGS 
Steve Turner
Who was ‘just seventeen’ and made Paul’s 
heart go ‘boom’? Who was ‘Lady Madonna’? 
Was there really an Eleanor Rigby? Why 
was Paul the ‘walrus’ and what inspired 
the lyrics to Ringo’s ‘Octopus’s Garden’? 
The Complete Beatles Songs shatters 
many well-worn myths and adds a new 
dimension to the Fab Four’s rich legacy by 
investigating the events immortalised in the 
band’s music. Every Beatles-penned song is 
discussed, and the inspiration behind them 
is examined (a complete set of printed lyrics 
is also included). If you saw Ron Howard’s 
recent documentary Eight Days a Week: 
The Touring Years and your interest in the 
band was reawakened, this comprehensive 
volume will be an essential buy.

I AM BRIAN WILSON 
Brian Wilson  
with Ben Greenman
The story of musical genius Brian Wilson, 
co-founder of the Beach Boys, has been told 
by many others, many times. Now, having 
reclaimed the stage and his equilibrium after 
years lost to anxiety, drugs and mental illness, 
the acclaimed songwriter shares his life’s 
highs and lows, his demons and inspiration, 
in his own, idiosyncratic words. Honest and 
poignant, Wilson’s therapeutic conversations 
with ghostwriter Ben Greenman zigzag 
back and forth over the decades, from the 
troubled years when he was treated by the 
controversial therapist Eugene Landy, to the 
impact of the Beatles on his songwriting, his 
shifting position in the Beach Boys and the 
backstories to the writing and recording of 
songs closest to his heart, including ‘Caroline, 
No’ and ‘Good Vibrations’. Pure gold for fans.

BORN TO RUN 
Bruce Springsteen
The Boss is known for the dedication and 
effort he pours into his hours-long concerts, 
and you get the sense he’s committed the 
same energy to writing this 500+ page 
book. In it, he ebbs and flows through 
highs and lows like a live show. There are 
moments of prose poetry, which won’t be 
a surprise to fans of his lyrics, as well as 
blow-by-blow accounts of life events, all in 
his own voice – no ghostwriter worked with 
him on this. There’s autobiography, including 
an assessment of how his parents and his 
childhood milieu influenced him, and an 
honest account of the depression that has 
floored him at various times. But there’s also 
a lot about the music, the magic that has 
won him such a dedicated following. 

MIDNIGHT OIL
Michael Lawrence
As word spreads of Midnight Oil reforming 
for a tour in 2017, this book takes us back 
to the Oils’ glory days. Going as far back as 
the band members’ childhoods, it traces the 
birth of the band as a serious proposition 
in suburban Sydney in the 1970s. Midnight 
Oil’s place in Australian culture would soon 
become entrenched – as much for the lyrics 
as the music – and of course the tall and 
bald musician-slash-activist-slash-politician 
Peter Garrett became one of the country’s 
most outspoken and critical voices. This is a 
visual record too, with not only photos of the 
band’s performances and album covers, but 
also evocative memorabilia including posters 
and tickets for gigs when the band was still 
playing pubs rather than stadiums.

BOWIE A–Z
Steve Wilde
From deranged glam rocker to plastic soul 
singer, electronic experimentalist to New 
York recluse, the life and times and ups 
and downs of David Bowie continue to be 
documented in books and films and – most 
recently – blockbuster art gallery and museum 
shows. DJ and writer Steve Wilde takes us on 
a cartoon illustrated A to Z tour of all things 
Bowie, throwing in a few surprises along the 
way about the man who fell to earth. Styled 
in the manner of a pop-star annual from the 
1970s and ’80s, with quirky naive illustrations 
by Libby Vanderploeg throughout, A–Z is a 
fact-filled, six-decade, sprawling look back an 
extraordinary career.

HIP HOP RAISED ME
DJ Semtex
Hip hop is hotter than ever. Baz Luhrmann’s 
The Get Down has introduced this musical 
genre and its associated culture to a whole 
new audience and this printed book is bound 
to do the same. Categorise it as entertainment, 
escapism or just a raw representation of the 
way things are, hip hop is one of the major  
artistic genres of our time. The interviews 
with musicians liberally scattered throughout 
this book were undertaken by DJ Semtex, the 
UK-based DJ and radio presenter, who also 
contributes a heartfelt introduction describing 
how hip hop made his childhood, which was 
blighted with illness, bearable. Also included 
are a foreword by Chuck D (Public Enemy), 
infographics tracing the key events in hip hop 
history, photographs and ephemera.

WORKING CLASS BOY
Jimmy Barnes
Little has been held back in Jimmy Barnes’ 
account of his childhood, first in the slums 
of Glasgow and then as a poor migrant in 
Adelaide’s satellite town, Elizabeth. Barnes 
is devastatingly honest about his family: his 
alcoholic and violent father, his constantly 
disappointed and angry mother, and the 
violence between them (and everywhere 
else). Equally, he is devastatingly honest 
about himself. He never hides or excuses 
his flaws and failures, but shows how his 
behaviour was driven by a traumatising and 
seemingly inescapable cycle of violence. 
Barnes was always running away, he says 
– from fear, shame and hope. This volume 
ends as he leaves SA to make a go of Cold 
Chisel. It’s a cracking read.

Harvill Secker HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $34.95

Hachette Australia 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $19.95

Simon & Schuster 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $34.95
 

Melbourne Books 
HB  
WAS $49.95 
NOW $39.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB WAS $80 
NOW $69.99

HarperCollins HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

DIG: AUSTRALIAN ROCK 
AND POP MUSIC 1960–85 
David Nichols 
Encyclopaedic in size and breadth, but 
not at all encyclopaedic in tone and with 
much greater depth, this is fantastic writing 
about the history of Australian rock and 
pop. Lively, audacious and strident, David 
Nichols combines an overarching view of the 
crosscurrents of the various music scenes 
around Australia from 1960 to 1985 with 
in-depth sections on individual acts from 
the era. A truly unique take, Dig engages in 
myth-busting of the cultural variety, pulls 
apart the art-versus-commerce dichotomy 
and banishes the word ‘influence’ – what 
does it really tell you, anyway? Ten years in 
the making, and clocking in at 500+ pages 
including a foreword and endorsement from 
Dave Graney, this is serious history that’s 
anything but dry.

Verse Chorus PB 
WAS $50  
NOW $45

GRANT & I
Robert Forster  
Hamish Hamilton PB $35
The story of the friendship 
and collaboration of Grant 
McLennan and Robert 
Forster, who gave Australia 
their influential band, The 
Go-Betweens.

THE CHASER  
QUARTERLY 5
The Chaser  
Black Inc PB $24.99
Two publications in one! The 
Chaser team looks forward 
to 2017 in The Chaser 
Quarterly and reviews the 
year past in The Shovel 
Annual 2016. 

PLAY ALL
Clive James  
Yale HB $33.95
In this ‘Bingewatcher’s 
Notebook’, James offers an 
insightful analysis of serial TV 
drama and the modern art of 
the small screen.

SECONDHAND TIME: THE 
LAST OF THE SOVIETS
Svetlana Alexievich  
Text PB $34.99
An oral history of the 
disintegration of the Soviet 
Union and the emergence 
of a new Russia by the 
winner of the 2015 Nobel 
Prize in Literature.

D.A.A.S.: MY PART IN  
THEIR DOWNFALL 
Paul Livingston  
Allen & Unwin PB  
WAS $32.99 NOW $29.99
The inside story of The Doug 
Anthony All Stars then and 
now, as recounted by Paul 
Livingston (aka Flacco).

THE SILK ROADS:  
A NEW HISTORY OF  
THE WORLD
Peter Frankopan 
Bloomsbury PB $24.99
A major reassessment 
of world history in light 
of the economic and 
political renaissance in 
the re-emerging east.

THE BEST AUSTRALIAN 
COMEDY WRITING 
Luke Ryan (ed)  
Affirm PB $29.99
This year’s hilarious anthology 
includes contributions from 
John Clarke, Benjamin Law, 
Shaun Micallef, Ben Pobjie 
and many others.

SPQR: A HISTORY  
OF ANCIENT ROME
Mary Beard  
Profile PB $24.99
Classicist Mary Beard 
takes a new look at 
Roman history and 
explores how the Romans 
thought about themselves 
and their achievements.

Highly Recommended   

Q 7. Who vanished from her 
home in December 1926? 



Highly Recommended   

A HISTORY OF PICTURES
David Hockney  
& Martin Gayford
Painter David Hockney and art critic Martin 
Gayford survey the many ways in which 
humans have made meaning out of images: 
cave paintings and daguerreotypes, maps and 
murals, comic strips and computer games and 
many more. Hockney and Gayford are erudite 
and accessible guides, and the book is framed 
as a conversation between two art-lovers 
whose perspectives are often divergent but 
always enthusiastic. Lavishly illustrated with 
artworks and pictures from throughout human 
history, A History of Pictures is a valuable 
resource for anyone interested in visual art, 
imagery and representation.

SPECIAL
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FRIDA KAHLO AT HOME
Suzanne Barbezat
Fans of the celebrated Mexican artist will 
find much to love in this fully illustrated book, 
which explores the places that Frida Kahlo 
called home and demonstrates how they 
influenced her work. La Casa Azul (The Blue 
House), where Kahlo spent most of her life, is 
here of course, as are her temporary homes 
across Mexico and abroad. Suzanne Barbezat 
shares an empathetic overview of Kahlo’s life 
in each new location, alongside images of her 
life and paintings from the period. The family 
photographs are particularly powerful; these 
are intimate, sometimes haunting glimpses 
of Kahlo – as a child dressed for her first 
communion, as an adult about to step off the 
ferry in New York, and many more.

MAD ENCHANTMENT 
Ross King
Few paintings are as beloved as Claude 
Monet’s water lilies series. Here, art 
historian Ross King recounts the full history 
of how Monet created the works at the 
gardens of Giverny during the last decade 
of his life. By the outbreak of war in 1914, 
Monet, then in his mid-seventies, was one 
of the world’s most famous and successful 
painters. However, he had virtually given up 
painting following the death of his wife Alice 
in 1911 and the onset of blindness a year 
later. Nonetheless, it was during this period 
of sorrow and ill health that he began the 
most demanding and innovative paintings he 
had ever attempted. Drawing on letters and 
memoirs, Mad Enchantment: Claude Monet 
and the Painting of the Water Lilies offers an 
intimate portrayal of the great man and this 
magnificent series of paintings. 

100 MOMENTS IN 
AUSTRALIAN PAINTING
Barry Pearce
The former curator and head of Australian 
Art at the Art Gallery of NSW selects 100 
of his favourite paintings from the Sydney 
collection he helped develop over a 30 
year period. Beginning with a colonial 
scene from John Glover and ending with 
a contemporary postmodern landscape 
by Ben Quilty, Pearce moves through 180 
years of Australian painting, highlighting 
pivotal works and discussing their aesthetic 
and historical influences. Readers are 
encouraged by Pearce to explore the Anglo-
European painterly traditions that have fed 
into contemporary Australian art practice, 
but this is above all a personal reflection on 
Pearce’s career, one that fuses his expertise 
in art history and curatorship. 

FRIEZE: A TO Z OF 
CONTEMPORARY ART 
The ultimate guide to 25 years of 
contemporary art, as seen through the filter 
of one the world’s leading contemporary art 
magazines. Charting the dynamic, changing 
landscape of the contemporary art and 
culture of the past quarter-century and 
drawing on frieze magazine’s exceptional 
back catalogue of articles, this book brings 
together a curated collection of artist 
interviews; essays on subjects as varied 
as museums, photography, prehistoric art 
and television; and think pieces on broader 
cultural topics including fame, gentrification, 
nostalgia and style. Contributors include 
curators Daniel Birnbaum and Mark 
Godfrey; artists Glenn Brown and Sophie 
Calle; and writers Zadie Smith, Jon Savage 
and Chloe Hooper.

STREETS OF PAPUNYA:  
THE REINVENTION OF 
PAPUNYA PAINTING 
Vivien Johnson
Papunya, 260km northwest of Alice Springs, 
is widely regarded as the birthplace 
of contemporary Aboriginal Art. In this 
handsome book, desert-art scholar Vivien 
Johnson gives the reader a visual and cultural 
history of this community, one that grew, 
sometimes triumphantly but often painfully, 
with the unfolding of an art movement and 
the creative and market pressures that came 
with it. Striking images, dreaming stories 
and inspirational moments will make you 
want to pack your bags and head to the 
desert to experience the landscape that these 
paintings, and the ancestral stories they 
represent, evoke. 

NOTEBOOKS
AUSTRALIAN NOTEBOOKS 
Betty Churcher 
With her eyesight fading, the late Betty 
Churcher wanted to revisit the artworks 
that had made a lasting impression on her 
over her lifetime. Her notebooks from those 
visits (and earlier ones) form the basis of 
these two informative and entertaining 
books, one on international galleries, and 
the other on Australian collections. Trained 
as an artist herself, Churcher found making 
sketches the best way of remembering and 
appreciating artworks. These published 
versions include extensive commentary to 
help a lay audience appreciate each artwork 
and are a continuation of a larger project to 
communicate about art to the public.

Frances Lincoln 
HB $49.99

Bloomsbury HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

NewSouth PB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $12.95

Phaidon HB  
WAS $65  
NOW $59.99

NewSouth PB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $14.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB $60

Miegunyah PB 
WERE $44.99 
EACH NOW 
$12.95 EACH

MARGARET PRESTON: 
RECIPES FOR FOOD AND ART
Lesley Harding
‘An artist in living as well as painting,’ as a 
critic once described her, Margaret Preston 
brought art into her life and life into her art. 
This beautifully designed and produced 
book is a reflection of exactly that: the 
way Preston created art inspired by the 
objects around her, and how she worked to 
encourage people to incorporate art into their 
lives. Curator Lesley Harding vividly renders 
Preston’s public and private life, explaining 
and exploring her ideas about how to live an 
artistic life, including her celebration of the 
domestic. Alongside Preston’s art, Harding 
reproduces many recipes from her cooking 
scrapbook. A wonderful glimpse into the life 
of one of our most iconic artists. 

Miegunyah PB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99 

2017 ANGKITJA  
DIARY & CALENDAR
IAD PB diary $26.95,  
HB diary $29.95,  
calendar $24.95
This popular range is 
produced by the Institute for 
Aboriginal Development in 
Alice Springs and features 
colour reproductions of 
contemporary Central 
Australian Aboriginal art.

FACTORY
Stephen Shore & Lynne 
Tillman Phaidon HB $85
Shot between 1965 and 
1967, Stephen Shore’s 
photographs of the  
diverse cast of characters 
who passed through 
Warhol’s Factory make 
fascinating viewing.

THE ART OF  
DINOSAUR DESIGNS
Louise Olsen  
& Stephen Ormandy 
Lantern HB $79.99
A lavishly produced volume 
celebrating the innovation and 
inspiration that characterise 
the globally acclaimed 
Dinosaur Designs brand of 
jewellery and homewares.

KIFFY RUBBO:  
CURATING THE 1970S
Janine Burke & Helen 
Hughes (eds) Scribe PB $29.99
A tribute to the late art curator 
Kiffy Rubbo, looking at her 
important work promoting 
Australian contemporary art – 
particularly that by women – at 
the University of Melbourne’s 
George Paton Gallery.

ART AS THERAPY
Alain de Botton  
& John Armstrong  
Phaidon PB $24.95
Armstrong and de Botton 
propose a new way of 
looking at art, suggesting 
that it can be useful, 
relevant and therapeutic. 
Includes plenty of 
practical examples.

THE SECRET HISTORY  
OF TWIN PEAKS 
Mark Frost  Macmillan HB 
WAS $39.99 NOW $35.99
The co-creator and executive 
producer of the legendary TV 
series Twin Peaks delivers 
a novel that deepens the 
mysteries of that iconic 
town. Read it before 
watching the new series!

BRETT WHITELEY
Ashleigh Wilson  
Text HB $49.99
A new biography of one of 
Australia’s greatest artists, 
written with unprecedented 
behind-the-scenes access 
and handsomely illustrated 
with artworks and candid 
family photographs. 

THE WAYWARD LEUNIG: 
CARTOONS THAT 
WANDERED OFF
Michael Leunig Viking HB 
WAS $59.99 NOW $16.95
A companion volume to The 
Essential Leunig: Cartoons 
from a Winding Path (Viking 
HB $59.99), this keenly  
priced collection of cartoons  
is both insightful and hilarious.

WONDERLANDS: THE 
ILLUSTRATION ART OF 
ROBERT INGPEN
Robert Ingpen
Brought together here by the National 
Library of Australia, these reproductions of 
pictures from the 100+ books Robert Ingpen 
has illustrated show why his work has been 
so enduring. Ingpen has illustrated classics 
new and old, books by Australian and 
international authors, and fiction and non-
fiction. And he’s used a variety of media: 
a stand out is a tranquil paper-cut and 
watercolour combination which he created 
when asked, as a winner of the prestigious 
Hans Christian Andersen Medal, to illustrate 
The Ugly Duckling. Ingpen concentrates on 
the landscape, whether real or imagined, in 
all of his projects, aiming always to leave 
room for the reader’s imagination. 

NLA HB $34.99
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Penguin HB 
$69.99

APPETITES 
Anthony Bourdain
The cowboy chef and television star has 
produced his first cookbook in ten years, 
and it’s as opinionated and weird as his 
many fans across the globe would desire. 
Bourdain’s drug-fuelled time working in 
restaurants is long behind him, and he 
has now settled (kind of) into family life 
and is cooking for the people he loves 
rather than people who pay. This book 
features the dishes he prepares for family 
meals, kids’ sleepovers and celebrations 
with friends – eggs benedict, potato 
salad, Kuching-style laksa, grilled cheese 
sandwiches with caramelised onion, lasagne 
bolognese and roast chicken with lemon 
and butter, to name but a few. The cover art 
by Ralph Steadman and totally bizarre food 
photography by Bobby Fisher make this a 
cookbook unlike any other.

CHINA: THE COOKBOOK 
Kei Lum Chan  
& Diora Fong Chan
British publisher Phaidon is renowned for 
its guides to the world’s great national 
and region cuisines and the most recent 
addition to its list is this authoritative 
volume showcasing the culinary diversity 
of one of the world’s richest and oldest 
cuisines. Featuring more than 650 recipes 
for delicious and authentic Chinese dishes to 
cook in the home kitchen, it is arranged by 
course and ingredient (Appetisers & Salads, 
Soups, Fish & Seafood, Poultry, Meat, 
Vegetables, Tofu & Eggs, Rice Congee & 
Noodles and Desserts) and includes recipes 
from the eight major regions and twelve 
minor regions. To celebrate the book’s 
publication, we’re offering the chance to win 
a trip for two to Hong Kong. See the back 
cover for details.

THE FIELD GUIDE TO 
AUSTRALIAN PRODUCE 
Ewan McEoin, Allison Fogarty 
& Jacqui Hagen (eds)
Featuring over 100 growers and producers 
across the country, this guide to the best 
local and sustainable Australian produce is 
an essential resource for every serious home 
cook. Organised according to the type of 
produce, it profiles the very best producers 
(mainly artisan) and lists their key stockists. 
Interspersed throughout are interviews with 
local food luminaries including Maggie Beer, 
Stephanie Alexander and Matthew Evans, 
who offer their views on how they see 
Australia’s food culture evolving. 

AUSTRALIAN FISH & 
SEAFOOD COOKBOOK
John Susman, Anthony 
Huckstep, Sarah Swan & 
Steve Hodges 
There are several thousand types of seafood 
swimming in Australian and New Zealand 
waters, and this wonderful resource for all 
professional chefs and home cooks profiles 
nearly 200 species. Seafood specialist John 
Susman, food writer Anthony Huckstep and 
chefs Sarah Swan and Steve Hodges give 
the low-down on catching and handling 
methods, sustainability considerations, 
selection and storage, before providing an A 
to Z guide to species, their preparation and 
cooking techniques. At least one recipe for 
each species is included, as are step-by-
step photographs showing how to scale, 
clean and fillet fish; clean scallops, squid 
and bugs; shuck oysters; and prepare live 
lobsters. The seasonality guide at the back 
of the book is a fantastic resource. 

GROWN & GATHERED
Lentil Purbrick  
& Matt Purbrick
Half how-to-live guide and half cookbook, 
Grown & Gathered shares its name with 
authors Matt and Lentil’s business selling 
the produce grown on their property in 
central Victoria. Studded with photographs 
of their all-natural lifestyle, this book is 
evangelical in seeking to inspire people to 
look to the past and to live and eat with the 
seasons. Suggestions for growing, gathering 
and trading are followed by hyper-healthy 
recipes. Even if you don’t want to gather 
your own salt or kill carp using the iki jime 
method, Matt and Lentil’s book may prompt 
you to make small changes to your lifestyle.

THE AUSTRALIAN  
SPIRITS GUIDE
Luke McCarthy
By all reports, Australia is experiencing an 
unprecedented boom in the production of 
spirits. This makes Luke McCarthy’s guide 
to what’s currently on offer an entertaining, 
informative and timely read. Part history, 
part appraisal and part love letter, bartender 
and drinks writer Luke profiles 51 distilleries 
across the country and features interviews 
with key personalities from the trade. The 
book is divided into categories — Vodka, 
Gin, Rum, Brandy, Whisky (including a 
subsection on Moonshine!) and Other Spirits 
— and each one features a short historical 
account, expert tasting notes, serving 
suggestions, cocktail recipes, price ratings, 
and more.

EATALY: CONTEMPORARY 
ITALIAN COOKING
Global Italian foodstore/restaurant/cafe 
Eataly hasn’t yet reached Australian shores, 
so consider this comprehensive volume its 
promising emissary. It’s so comprehensive 
you could surely eat delicious meals for 
a year without getting bored or repeating 
yourself. Recipes range from the classic 
and simple (Caprese Salad) to slightly 
more complicated but always achievable 
(Piedmontese Chocolate Pastries), with pretty 
much every other Italian dish in between. 
There are even suggestions for an Italian wine 
to accompany each dish. The food glossary 
at the back, with illustrated definitions of 
different kinds of Italian essentials including 
salumi, cheese, pasta – and fourteen varieties 
of tomato – is invaluable. A must for the 
Italophile or the foodie – and especially for 
anyone who’s both.

HARVEST
Emilie Guelpa 
Boasting more than 180 recipes, Harvest is 
ideal for home cooks who prefer a no-fuss 
approach to mealtime. The recipes are 
simple to prepare, featuring modern twists 
that add a touch of sophistication without 
overcomplicating the process. These are 
helpfully organised by seasons to showcase 
produce at its best time of the year; try 
citrus-cured kingfish with fennel and orange 
salad in winter, or radish and broad bean 
salad in summer. Harvest is also a beautiful 
object in itself, featuring photographs and 
charming watercolour illustrations from its 
creator, Parisian designer Emilie Guelpa.

Bloomsbury HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB $60

Murdoch HB  
WAS $79.99 
NOW $69.99

Plum PB $45

Hardie Grant HB 
$39.99

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

Hardie Grant PB 
$29.99

THE COOK’S TABLE
Stephanie Alexander
The hundreds of thousands of Australians 
who regularly turn to The Cook’s Companion 
for advice on cooking can now ‘ask 
Stephanie’ about how to provide sumptuous 
food when entertaining friends and family 
by using her latest contribution to Australia’s 
culinary culture. This gorgeous volume gives 
detailed blueprints for carefully balanced 
and mouth-watering menus according to 
different themes. In addition to stunning 
recipes, Stephanie provides thorough 
ingredients lists and timelines. It couldn’t be 
simpler to start entertaining, or to get fresh 
inspiration. Free gift: A copy of Stephanie’s 
A Cook’s Life (Penguin PB $24.99) with 
every purchase while stocks last.

AROUND THE WORLD  
IN 80 DINNERS
Janne Apelgren &  
Joanna Savill MUP PB $45
Join two of Australia’s best-
known food journalists as 
they visit 80 of the world’s 
best and most timeless 
dining destinations in more 
than 20 countries.

THE LIFE & LOVE OF DOGS
Lewis Blackwell  
Hachette HB  
WAS $59.99 NOW $19.99
This large-format coffee-table 
book honours the age-old 
connection between humans 
and their canine companions. 
It includes over 100 shots 
of photogenic dogs against 
scenic backgrounds.

THE BAREFOOT INVESTOR
Scott Pape PB $29.95
Australian investment advisor 
Scott Pape has written this 
guide to help Australians 
manage their money. Includes 
step-by-step instructions 
on how to put together a 
financial plan.

THE LIFE-CHANGING MAGIC 
OF NOT GIVING A F**K
Sarah Knight  
Hachette PB $29.99
Sarah Knight’s two-step ‘Not 
Sorry’ programme shows 
how unleashing the power 
of not giving a f**k will help 
you shed unwanted guilt and 
obligations to redirect time, 
energy and enthusiasm to 
your true priorities.

FIVE GO GLUTEN FREE 
FIVE GO PARENTING
Bruno Vincent  
Quercus HB $19.99 each
The original illustrations from 
Enid Blyton’s ‘Famous Five’ 
books accompany Bruno 
Vincent’s hilarious new text 
about the adventures of 
grown-up Julian, Dick, Anne 
and George. Also available: 
Five Go On a Strategy Away 
Day and Five on Brexit Island.

PLAY ON!
Brunette Lenki & Rob 
Hess Echo PB $32.95
This volume is the first 
comprehensive history 
of women’s Australian 
Rules Football. Timely and 
fascinating.

FUCKING APOSTROPHES
Simon Griffin  
Icon HB $16.99
The name says it all. 
Copywriter Simon Griffin 
thinks that despite what 
everyone might say, using 
apostrophes correctly really 
isn’t that simple. His book 
aims to make it more so.

STROKE OF GENIUS
Gideon Haigh  
Hamish Hamilton HB $39.99
Cricket-lover and 
polymath Gideon Haigh 
turns his attention to one 
of Australia’s greatest 
cricketers and the subject 
of one of the best-known 
photographs in the sport’s 
history, Victor Trumper.

Highly Recommended   DECEMBER
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Lantern HB  
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

ISTANBUL CULT RECIPES 
Pomme Larmoyer
The latest instalment in the popular Cult 
Recipes series travels to Istanbul, a city 
straddling two continents (Europe and 
Asia) and featuring one of the world’s 
most delicious cuisines. High production 
values and home-style recipes are the 
hallmarks here, forming a tempting 
package. The easy-to-follow instructions 
mean that you’ll be pureeing eggplant, 
grilling kebaps and layering baklava 
faster than you can say afiyet olsun 
(good appetite). There are plenty of köfte 
(meatball), rice and meze dishes to try, 
as well as classic desserts such as sütlaç 
(rice pudding) and lokma (doughnut balls 
in syrup). Larmoyer also includes profiles 
of local restaurateurs and food-focussed 
walking tours of city neighbourhoods.

LAMINGTONS  
& LEMON TART
Darren Purchese 
If you’ve ever been lucky enough to taste 
a dessert from Melbourne’s Burch & 
Purchese Sweet Studio, you will understand 
why an ‘accessible’ cookbook from owner 
and bona fide pastry genius Darren 
Purchese is so exciting. Written with the 
home cook in mind, Lamingtons & Lemon 
Tart presents clearly detailed instructions 
for making some of his favourite desserts 
(including the legendary ‘Explosive 
Raspberry Wagon Wheel’) from your very 
own kitchen, and without the need for 
fancy equipment. Alongside the recipes, 
Purchese also includes step-by-step photo 
instructions for essential techniques, such 
as assembling a Swiss roll.

NEAR & FAR:  
RECIPES INSPIRED  
BY HOME AND TRAVEL
Heidi Swanson
The marriage of food and travel is one made 
in heaven, and New York Times best-selling 
author, photographer and recipe blogger 
Heidi Swanson doesn’t sell the maxim 
short. Near & Far is both an inspirational 
travel and recipe journal and a gorgeously 
photographed vegetarian cookbook. 
Swanson leads us on a culinary adventure 
that takes in the sights, smells and flavours 
of near (her home, San Francisco) and far 
– Morocco, Japan, Italy, France and India. 
A great cookbook hinges on how well it 
has been curated, and while deceptively 
simple, there is an awful lot to like about 
such dishes as the umami-rich nori granola, 
watermelon radish soup and fennel stew. 
Wholefood ingredients and an uncluttered 
approach to technique and ingredients make 
this a potential kitchen classic.

NEW KITCHEN 
Karen Martini
Cookbooks have become the mainstays of 
modern coffee-table collections and this 
handsome edition of New Kitchen will add 
panache to any stack. But Martini’s appeal 
goes well beyond beautiful presentation. Her 
recipes are practical, simple and delicious. 
Here, she reflects on the evolution of pantry 
staples in Australian kitchens, noting that 
once-exotic ingredients such as kombu 
and gochugaru are now common items.  
Martini encourages readers to refresh their 
repertoires, providing inspiring weekend 
projects such as homemade butter and 
spiced salts alongside dinner-party wow-
factor dishes and crazy cutlery-free recipes 
(popcorn and sherry vinegar with chorizo 
dust!). New Kitchen is destined to become 
a well-thumbed favourite of every home 
chef interested in quick, clean, modern and 
exciting wholefoods.

ITALIAN STREET FOOD
Paola Bacchia
The first cookbook from the award-winning 
‘Italy on My Mind’ blogger proves that 
there’s more to Italian street food than pizza 
al taglio. These are the authentic regional 
snacks enjoyed by locals in laneway bars, 
far from the tourist-clogged main drag. Best 
enjoyed with an accompanying vino, there 
are bite-size pizzette, polpette (meatballs) 
from Venice, rice balls from Rome, fried 
mozzarella sandwiches from Campania 
and battered zucchini flowers from Naples. 
Finishing with delicious sweet treats and 
creative gelati combos, the book is lavishly 
illustrated with atmospheric photographs to 
whet your food and travel appetite.

NEIGHBOURHOOD
Hetty McKinnon
Having relocated from Sydney’s Surry Hills 
to a brownstone in Brooklyn (via France, 
Italy, Germany and Finland), the author-
chef of Community: Salad Recipes from 
Arthur Street Kitchen brings her fresh 
produce-based salads and desserts to the 
neighbourhoods of New York City. In true 
Kinfolkian style, Neighbourhood illustrates 
McKinnon’s philosophy that food is the 
anchor that bonds us and makes us feel 
connected to our community. Blending world 
food inspiration with the freshest of produce, 
her book provides suggestions for flavour-
packed salad and dessert combinations that 
are both nutritious and flavourful.

NEW THAI FOOD 
Martin Boetz
Working with David Thompson at Sydney’s 
Darley Street Thai and then opening his 
own acclaimed modern Thai restaurant, 
Longrain, has allowed Martin Boetz to 
perfect his philosophy of cooking Asian 
food. Believing that cooks should relax and 
enjoy the process of creating meals, he has 
put together this compendium of delicious 
and easy-to-cook Thai dishes to be shared 
with family and friends. Longrain devotees 
will be thrilled with the recipe for betel 
leaves with smoked trout (among other 
small bites), and happy to revisit many 
of the tangy salads, fragrant curries and 
spicy stir-fries that Longrain does so well. 
The book’s final section generously shares 
many of Martin’s recipes for all-important 
basics – curry pastes, chilli jams, dressings 
and curry powder.

LA DOLCE VITA 
Silvia Colloca
Italian food blogger and TV chef Silvia 
Colloca (who also happens to be an actress, 
mother, wife of actor Richard Roxburgh 
and opera singer) brings La Dolce Vita off 
movie screens and into our lives. Blending 
the traditional with the modern, Colloca’s 
recipes are all about feeding family and 
friends with healthy home-style Italian food 
that nourishes and nurtures. Divided into 
sections such as ‘Romantic Dinners’ and 
‘Children’s Parties’ (beware – one might 
lead to the other!), this cookbook covers 
salads bursting with glowing greens, mains 
with glossy sauces, booze-sodden desserts 
and much more. The book caters to those 
with vegan, vegetarian, gluten-, grain-, 
egg- and dairy-free dietary preferences, 
which is a real strength.

MOVIDA SOLERA 
Frank Camorra  
& Richard Cornish
One thing is sure: after reading and cooking 
from this fabulous Andalusian cookbook, 
you’re going to want to hop on a plane and 
experience this magical Spanish region for 
yourself. Melbourne chef Frank Camorra 
and food writer Richard Cornish headed 
to the sun-kissed south to research its 
unique, Moorish-influenced cuisine and 
collect recipes from professional and home 
cooks. There’s little fuss here, just rustic 
and robust flavours with the occasional 
wildcard thrown into the mix (fried eggplant 
with honey? Yum!). Interspersed throughout 
are the pair’s top recommendations for 
restaurants, hotels, shops and bars to visit 
in Seville, Huelva, Cádiz, Córdoba, Málaga, 
Granada, Jaén and Almería.

NEIL PERRY’S  
GOOD COOKING 
Neil Perry
Placing freshness and flavour at the 
fore, Neil Perry’s latest cookbook is full 
of everyday recipes that are anything 
but ordinary. With culinary influences 
drawn from every continent, the only 
thing these 100+ dishes have in 
common is a philosophy of seasonality 
and an insistence on eating not just 
well, but with joy. And the joy of food 
is absolutely on show, with side dishes 
and salads that are just as enticing as 
the mains and desserts. Choosing new 
everyday favourites to add to your regular 
repertoire will most definitely spice up 
your eating and your life.  

NOPI 
Yotam Ottolenghi  
& Ramael Scully
Cult-food-hero Ottolenghi’s fifth cookbook, 
Nopi – named after his London fine-diner 
and co-written by his head chef – is 
unashamedly aimed at home cooks who 
want to try their hand at restaurant-style 
recipes. Featuring 100 sophisticated dishes, 
it offers alternative routes for different 
cooks. Ottolenghi gives readers the green 
light to ‘speed-date’ his recipes. Don’t 
have time to prepare burnt butter tzatziki? 
Replace it with fresh yogurt and a squeeze 
of lemon. He even gives his blessing to 
making cocktails in jam jars. Make mine a 
pineapple and sage martini please; happy to 
wait for the lobster, fennel and grilled grape 
salad. So, lovers of bold Middle-Eastern and 
Asian-fusion flavours, go forth with jam jar 
in hand! Take the Nopi challenge. 

Murdoch HB 
$49.99

Hardie Grant HB 
$49.99

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $39.95 
NOW $16.95

Plum HB  
WAS $44.99 
NOW $19.95

Smith Street Books 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Pan Macmillan 
PB WAS $39.99 
NOW $32.99

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $39.99 
NOW $15.95

Lantern HB  
WAS $59.99 
NOW $16.95

Murdoch HB  
WAS  $49.99 
NOW $39.99
 

Ebury HB  
WAS $59.99 
NOW $29.99

LUKE NGUYEN’S FRANCE: A 
GASTRONOMIC ADVENTURE
Luke Nguyen
This book accompanies Luke Nguyen’s SBS 
TV show of the same name, in which he 
travelled from Paris to Marseille, Biarritz to 
Brittany, to discover how the recipes and 
culinary techniques of France influenced 
the cuisine of Vietnam. In turn, Luke adds 
his own creative twist to such dishes as 
Vietnamese steak tartare, slow-roasted 
goat baguette, French onion pho soup, 
wok-tossed lamb and clams in coconut 
broth. It’s not just about fusion though: all 
the classics you’d expect to find in a French 
cookbook are here, including pissaladière, 
bouillabaisse, moules marinières, beef 
daube, Basque snails and crème caramel.

SBS/Hardie Grant 
HB WAS $59.99 
NOW $29.99

Q 8. Who was a confidante  
of Field Marshal 
Montgomery? 
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STREET FOOD ASIA 
Luke Nguyen
Chef and restaurateur Luke Nguyen takes 
his tastebuds into the culinary side streets 
and laneways that make up four of Asia’s 
most famous foodie destinations. Bright, 
breezy and striking just the right balance 
of travelogue and cookbook, Street Food 
Asia explores the street cuisines of Saigon, 
Jakarta, Kuala Lumpur and Bangkok. Packed 
with recipes and evocatively photographed 
by Alan Benson, the book delves deep into 
cuisines that are rich in cultural and culinary 
traditions and flavours, as well as including 
familiar favourites like chicken satay 
skewers, pho, laksa and pad Thai.

OTTOLENGHI:  
THE COOKBOOK 
Yotam Ottolenghi  
& Sami Tamimi
Here’s a new edition of the book that started 
it all – ‘all’ being the craze for Ottolenghi’s 
bold flavours and celebration of vegetables 
(although vegetarians should note this is 
not one of his exclusively vego cookbooks). 
The craze has led to the man opening a 
raft of cafes and restaurants in the UK, and 
also publishing four subsequent bestselling 
cookbooks. Thankfully, the original remains 
as compelling as ever. This version has the 
same recipes, but features new introductory 
text, a more spacious layout and bigger 
photographs, making the dishes more 
appetising than ever. 

SALADS & VEGETABLES 
Karen Martini
Thank goodness for cookbook writers such 
as Karen Martini. Her recipes turn their back 
on fuss and embrace robust flavours, which 
is why they are so popular with the modern 
Australian cook. Her latest offering features 
the easy step-by-step instructions and 
full-page photographs we’ve come to expect 
from her, with an Ottolenghi-like emphasis 
on fresh produce cooked simply (the man 
himself offers an endorsement on the book’s 
cover). Recipes travel the globe and often 
utilise dairy, so are suitable for vegetarians 
but not vegans. Bound to be a huge hit in 
kitchens this summer.

A SPOT AT THE BAR 
Michael Madrusan  
& Zara Young
Michael Madrusan, co-owner of Melbourne’s 
acclaimed cocktail bar The Everleigh, set out 
to produce something that was ‘more than 
just a cocktail book’, and A Spot at the Bar 
is the elegant result. Alongside 300 cocktail 
recipes, both Madrusan and co-author Zara 
Young also lay out their simple approach to 
serving drinks, along with practical advice 
for festive hosting and classic style. While 
the drinks themselves are outstanding, it’s 
the duo’s painstaking attention to detail and 
technique that makes this book stand out 
from similar titles.

TAQUERIA 
Paul Wilson
Subtitled ‘New-style fun and friendly 
Mexican cooking’, Paul Wilson’s playful 
homage to tacos, tequila and everything 
Mexican showcases traditional and 
contemporary recipes full of fresh and 
exciting flavours. Wilson says that what 
he loves most about Mexican cuisine is 
that it doesn’t take itself too seriously, 
and he imbues this book with a down-to-
earth ethos that will appeal to novice and 
experienced cooks alike. That said, he is 
also keen to prove that there’s a lot more 
to Mexican food than ‘the ubiquitous lime 
and jalapeño’, and does so by including a 
particularly diverse and tempting array of 
taco and cocktail recipes (duck-breast and 
nectarine tacos accompanied by a mango 
and chilli margarita, anyone?).

THE PRODUCE COMPANION 
Meredith Kirton  
& Mandy Sinclair
Everything you need to know about 
growing, pickling and preserving fruit and 
vegetables, presented by gardener Meredith 
Kirton and food writer Mandy Sinclair. The 
first half of the book is a handy guide to 
cultivating an Australian home garden, 
with pages dedicated to individual fruits, 
vegetables and herbs – each entry includes 
a handy guide to growing, harvesting and 
storing your crop. The second half offers 
plenty of recipes and ideas for what to do 
with the bounty. If you’ve always wanted 
to make your own jams, pickles, preserves 
and syrups but aren’t sure how to do so, 
this lavishly illustrated book is the perfect 
beginner’s guide.

THE ULTIMATE  
COOK’S MANUAL
Marianne Magnier-Moreno
The woman credited with reinventing the 
art of the éclair (yes, really) now moves on 
to an even greater challenge – assisting 
us all to become the chefs we want to 
be. Her step-by-step guide to mastering 
the fundamentals of good (predominantly 
French) cooking covers stocks, basic 
sauces, emulsions and pastries, as well 
as all of the classic techniques (sautéing, 
roasting, grilling, braising, poaching etc). 
After following the text-and-photograph 
instructions, you’ll have no trouble serving 
treats like cheese soufflé and boeuf en 
croute at your next dinner party, and many 
simpler dishes every day. 

RIVER COTTAGE A TO Z
Various authors 
Regular users of Stephanie Alexander’s 
The Cook’s Companion (whose numbers, 
of course, are legion) will be immediately 
comfortable with the organisation of 
this similarly sized cookbook from River 
Cottage’s Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall and 
his large group of collaborators. Like its 
Aussie progenitor, it utilises an alphabetical 
listing of ingredients, giving an overview of 
their seasonality, characteristics and flavour, 
and providing recipes in which they feature. 
Some are exotic (who knows what pouting 
and megrim are, and how many Aussies 
eat squirrel?) but most will be immediately 
familiar to local cooks.

SMITH & DAUGHTERS:  
A COOKBOOK (THAT 
HAPPENS TO BE VEGAN)
Shannon Martinez  
& Mo Wyse
Melbourne has been singing the praises 
of Shannon Martinez and Mo Wyse since 
they opened their edgy vegan food haunt, 
Smith & Daughters, in 2014. This cookbook 
shares their unique interpretation of 
plant-based cuisine: think a decidedly Latin 
American flavour, from Sopa Seca (Peruvian 
pasta bake) to Pastel de Choclo (Chilean 
shepherd’s pie), and a warm, loving vibe. 
Alongside the recipes, the two women also 
share snippets of their lives and inspirations. 
Smith & Daughters doesn’t just make vegan 
food accessible – it also makes it cool.

SWEET GREEK LIFE:  
MY SHARED TABLE
Kathy Tsaples
The connection that Kathy Tsaples draws 
between family and food is obvious from 
the first pages of this inviting cookbook, 
which includes a touching dedication to 
her mother. Opening her Sweet Greek 
stall at Melbourne’s Prahran Market was 
the fulfilment of Tsaples’ dream to share 
the kind of Greek cooking she learnt in 
her mother’s kitchen. That led to her first 
cookbook; this second one continues her 
mission to pass on Greek recipes, both new 
and traditional, for home cooks to share with 
their own families. Love shines from every 
page, making it a joy to read and cook from.

THE ZEN KITCHEN
Adam Liaw
All of us who have used an Adam Liaw 
cookbook will attest to the fact that his Asian 
recipes are both delicious and easy to cook. 
This latest volume is no different, offering 
easy Japanese recipes for home cooks. 
Start with his breakfast suggestions such as 
grandma’s rice porridge; move on to sushi, 
soup or noodles for lunch; and finish the day 
with a fish, meat or vegetable dish – there 
are plenty of options to choose from, as 
well as salads and ‘semi-sweets’ such as 
green tea roll cake to round out your meal. 
The average preparation and cooking time 
for each dish is 30 minutes, making them 
perfect after-work choices.

Ebury HB  
WAS $55  
NOW $44.95

Plum PB $39.99

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $39.99

Hardie Grant HB 
$40

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $19.99

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $60  
NOW $53.99

Hardie Grant HB 
$59.99

Bloomsbury HB 
WAS $85  
NOW $69.95

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $48  
NOW $39.99

Melbourne Books 
HB $49.95

Hachette HB 
$49.99

SAMARKAND
Caroline Eden  
& Eleanor Ford
As much a work of art as a recipe book, 
this absolutely gorgeous publication offers 
a culinary and photographic journey across 
Central Asia and the Caucasus. Caroline 
Eden has travelled extensively through 
the region and here joins with food writer 
Eleanor Ford, who provides the recipes, to 
showcase its diverse and delicious cuisine. 
Salads from Kazakhstan join dolma (stuffed 
vegetables) from Uzbekistan and green lentil 
soup from Tajikistan on the menu, alongside 
exotic dishes such as pomegranate soup 
from Azerbaijan, fish pirogi (pies) from 
Russia and chicken in walnut sauce from 
Georgia. There are dedicated chapters on 
pilafs, breads, drinks and desserts, along 
with plenty of cultural background.

Kyle HB $49.99

Q 9. What is the world’s  
most coveted and  
expensive fish?



FLÂNEUSE
Lauren Elkin
The word flâneur conjures up visions of 
Baudelaire, boulevards and bohemia, but 
what exactly is a flâneuse? Lauren Elkin 
defines her as ‘a determined resourceful 
woman keenly attuned to the creative 
potential of the city, and the liberating 
possibilities of a good walk’. Tracing the 
relationship between the city and creativity 
through a personal journey beginning in 
New York and moving in turn to Venice, 
Tokyo, London and Paris, Elkin’s memoir 
also explores the paths taken by earlier 
flâneuses, including novelist George Sand, 
artist Sophie Calle, war correspondent 
Martha Gellhorn and filmmaker Agnès Varda.
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ATLAS OBSCURA
Joshua Foer, Dylan Thuras 
& Ella Morton
Put together by the cofounders of the 
excellent Atlas Obscura website (www.
atlasobscura.com), this book travels through 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania, the Americas 
and Antarctica isolating weird and wonderful 
sites and events. From vanishing lakes 
in Ireland to an undertakers’ museum in 
Vienna, a secret cabinet of erotica in Naples 
to a falcon hospital in Abu Dhabi, it provides 
both entertainment and out-of-left-field 
ideas for your next holiday. Local entries 
include the ‘Cage of Death’ at Crocosaurus 
Cove in Darwin – an attraction that most of 
us might prefer to avoid!

FOOD TRAILS
Following the success of last year’s Wine 
Trails: 52 Perfect Weekends in Wine Country 
(HB $34.99), trusted travel publisher Lonely 
Planet has put together this fully illustrated 
and keenly priced volume suggesting 52 
destinations for perfect weekends in the 
world’s tastiest destinations. Follow the 
weekend itineraries put together by the 
company’s destination experts and learn 
where to source the best kebabs in Istanbul, 
duck in Beijing, gateaux in Paris, po’ boys 
in New Orleans and much more. Every 
itinerary includes places to stay and festivals 
to attend.

HUMANS OF NEW YORK
Brandon Stanton Macmillan HB 
WAS $39.99 NOW $24.95

HUMANS OF NEW YORK: 
STORIES
Brandon Stanton Macmillan HB 
WAS $39.99 NOW $24.95
The premise of the blog on which these 
volumes is based is simple: take thousands 
of street portraits of New Yorkers, 
interview the subjects and post it all on a 
social networking space such as Tumblr 
or Facebook. Sounds easy, but in most 

instances it just doesn’t pay dividends. However, Brandon Stanton 
somehow hit the zeitgeist and Humans of New York has been a 
stellar success in both blog and book forms. Humans of New York: 
Stories follows the same formula but focuses a little more on his 
subjects’ lives, expanding on the original short snippets of text. 

THE TRAVEL BOOK
Become an armchair expert on every country 
in the world using the third edition of this 
lavishly produced coffee-table book. Each 
country’s entry includes maps, facts and 
statistics, as well as cultural and historical 
highlights. The Lonely Planet team also offer 
crucial travel information on top areas to 
explore, activities to seek out, and the best 
time of year to visit. These are accompanied 
by hundreds of full-colour photographs, 
visually evoking the remarkable cities, 
people, attractions, and natural sights of 
each country. The perfect gift for anyone with 
itchy feet.

WHITE MOUNTAIN: REAL  
AND IMAGINED JOURNEYS  
IN THE HIMALAYAS 
Robert Twigger
In this travel memoir of sorts, adventurer 
Robert Twigger sets out to discover what 
makes the Himalayas so enticing for visitors, 
and also to learn more about the birthplace 
of his father. Early on, he tells readers of 
his personal distaste for the terms usually 
employed to describe this kind of journey (eg, 
‘spiritual’), and his own voyage emerges as 
both an intellectual and physical undertaking. 
Alongside his travels, he delves deeply 
into Himalayan history and stories, and 
considers how the exaggerated accounts of 
early explorers helped to shape the alluring 
mystique of the famed mountain range. 

COAST – TASMANIA
Andrew Wilson
Fall in love with the timeless beauty of 
Tasmania’s rugged coastline with this 
photographic essay that pays homage to the 
state’s maritime heritage and its sublime 
light. The author, who is the creator of 
the popular Old Sea Dogs books, extends 
that franchise with a circumnavigation of 
this ‘island born of the sea’ accompanied 
by evocative wording from Finegan 
Kruckemeyer. The raw elements of nature – 
thunderous waves, vast skies, storm-heavy 
clouds, contrasting shadows and calm 
reflections –feature prominently as Wilson 
uncovers the island’s edges and explores 
connections between people, boats, quiet 
courage and identity. 

LONELY PLANET’S  
WILD WORLD 
This breathtaking collection of photographs 
allows armchair travellers to encounter the 
kind of wild creatures and places that we 
may never see in real life. Be awed by this 
rich array of geographical features from all 
corners of the globe, and get up close with 
wildlife, including aerial and underwater 
perspectives. A particular reminder of the 
sheer beauty of the earth’s natural places 
and our legacy to future generations, this 
sumptuous large-format book invites you to 
‘rekindle your relationship with the wild’ and 
contains something for all ages and interests.

WALKING IN BERLIN 
Franz Hessel
German writer and translator Franz 
Hessel was an observer par excellence of 
Berlin in the late 1920s. In this collection, 
originally published in Germany in 1929, 
he captures the rhythm of the Weimar-era 
city, recording evidence of the seismic 
shifts shaking German culture at the time. 
Nearly every piece takes the form of a walk 
or outing, focusing either on a theme or 
on part of the city. Historical information 
is woven into Hessel’s observations, 
displaying his extensive knowledge of 
Berlin and making this book as relevant 
today as it was when published. 

WILD BEAUTY
Graham Lloyd  
& Vanessa Hunter
Photographer Vanessa Hunter and journalist 
Graham Lloyd travelled around Australia 
for many years, documenting its wildest 
wonders. Wild Beauty is the result of this 
collaboration: a photographic field guide 
to Australia’s biggest, oldest and rarest 
natural treasures. Hunter’s spectacular 
photographs of deserts, rainforests, oceans 
and mountaintops are accompanied by short 
essays from Lloyd that reveal the history 
and science behind each of the featured 
landmarks, from the world’s oldest living 
plant to Australia’s deepest gorge. 

HOUSE OF SNOW:  
AN ANTHOLOGY OF THE 
GREATEST WRITING  
ABOUT NEPAL 
Think of Nepal, and you will almost 
immediately think of the Himalayas 
and Everest. But while the ever-present 
physicality of the mountains features often 
in this anthology, it also shows that there is 
much more to Nepal than just its landscape. 
Featuring fiction and non-fiction, and writing 
both new and old, House of Snow will open 
readers’ eyes to the country’s long history 
and rich culture. Profits from sales of the 
book go to the Pathar Trust Nepal to fund 
relief projects being undertaken following 
the devastating 2015 earthquake.

SAINT-GERMAIN-DES-
PRÉS: PARIS’S REBEL 
QUARTER 
John Baxter
Australian John Baxter has been living 
in the Saint-Germain quartier of Paris 
since 1989, having first visited it 20 years 
earlier. In this first instalment of a planned 
series of biographies of the city’s great 
neighbourhoods, he profiles his home turf, 
providing the reader with plenty of stories 
about Saint-Germain and its radical and 
bohemian past. The book takes the form of 
a narrative walking tour, isolating culturally 
and historically important places including 
the Café de Flore; chocolatiers Debauve 
et Gallais; the famous ‘Beat Hotel’ where 
Ginsberg, Burroughs and Corso all stayed; 
and Ernest Hemingway’s apartment.

WHERE TO GO WHEN
This crystal ball of a book suggests a 
year of perfectly timed travel adventures 
for globetrotters of every budget and 
inclination. It recommends the perfect travel 
destinations for each month of the year, 
based on weather, special events, festivals, 
family friendliness, value for money and 
more. Whether your travel style involves 
cultural immersion, lazy beach trips or 
exploring natural wonders, this book has 
everything you need to ensure you head to 
your dream destination at the perfect time 
of year.

WORLD OF WANDERLUST: 
HOW TO LIVE AN 
ADVENTUROUS LIFE…
Brooke Saward
Drawing on her popular travel blog (www.
worldofwanderlust.com), young Australian 
travel guru Brooke Saward has put together 
a beginner’s guide to travelling the world 
that is sure to motivate stay-at-homes to 
apply for a passport and book their first 
overseas flight. It includes tips on everything 
travel-related, from notes on packing and 
avoiding jetlag to improving your travel 
photography. Brooke also shares a handful 
of her favourite far-flung hotels, bars, 
restaurants and museums. 

Workman HB 
$69.99

Lonely Planet HB 
$34.99

Lonely Planet HB 
WAS $80  
NOW $59.99

Weidenfeld & 
Nicolson PB $35

Everything 
Everything HB 
$80

Lonely Planet HB 
WAS $55  
NOW $29.95

Scribe HB $29.99

Explore Australia 
HB $49.99

Chatto & Windus 
HB $35

Head of Zeus HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Harper Perennial 
PB $22.99

Lonely Planet HB 
$39.99
 

Viking PB $39.99

GREEN NOMADS
Bob Brown
Post-politics, Bob Brown and Paul Thomas 
took a 19,000km camping journey around 
the country, visiting sites owned by Bush 
Heritage Australia. This volume is a version 
of their holiday photo album, and Brown’s 
short reflections provide an accompanying 
narrative. Beginning in southern Tasmania, 
the pair wanders northwards through 
incredible scenery right up into Gulf Country 
and back again. It’s a record of extremes: 
lush rainforest, vibrant orange desertscapes, 
ancient rock formations and brilliant blue 
skies, not to mention plenty of encounters 
with native wildlife. Underlining the project is 
Brown’s belief in the profound importance of 
preserving wilderness for future generations. 

Hardie Grant HB 
WAS $45  
NOW $19.99

http://www.atlasobscura.com
http://www.atlasobscura.com
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Icon HB $29.99

THE ART OF THE AIRPORT
Stefan Eiselin,  
Laura Frommberg & 
Alexander Gutzmer 
For most of us, the experience of being in 
an airport is one to be endured rather than 
enjoyed. But these cathedrals of the jet age 
are more than mere transport hubs – many 
are among the most innovative, attractive 
and iconic architectural projects of our 
time. This book profiles 21 of the world’s 
best airport buildings, covering structures 
across the globe and including photographs, 
architectural plans and interviews with 
architects. The big names are represented 
(Renzo Piano; Norman Foster; Skidmore, 
Owings & Merrill) as well as lesser known 
firms. Retro classics such as Berlin’s Tegel, 
Paris’s Charles de Gaulle and New York’s 
JFK are a highlight.

THE BEST OF GRAND 
DESIGNS AUSTRALIA 
Inspirational fodder for anyone planning a 
house renovation or new build, this volume 
profiles 27 projects from around the country 
and is divided into three thematic sections: 
coastal houses, urban houses and country 
houses. All were featured on Grand Designs 
Australia and have been included here 
because the producers judged them the 
most memorable houses of the first six 
series. There are plenty of mansions, but a 
few more-modest projects are also included. 
Sure to prompt some redecorating at home, 
or even something more ambitious.

HOW TO HYGGE 
Signe Johansen
‘What is hygge?’, you ask. This book 
aims to tell us. A Danish/Norwegian word 
meaning the spirit of cosiness, hygge-
influenced style has been taking the worlds 
of Kinfolk magazine and Instagram by 
storm. Devotee Signe Johansen believes 
that it encapsulates everything that is great 
about Nordic living, and here she sets 
out a manifesto for living life the hygge 
way – spending lots of time in the great 
outdoors, cooking and eating healthy and 
delicious food (the book includes plenty of 
recipes) and decorating your house using 
Scandinavian style and simplicity. 

NASTY GALAXY
Sophia Amoruso 
Sophia Amoruso’s follow-up to her 
bestselling #GIRLBOSS is a colourful, 
provocative embodiment of the collective 
spirit of both the Nasty Gal brand 
and Amoruso’s personal philosophy. 
Encompassing style, music and general 
life advice, Nasty Galaxy is presented as a 
lushly designed, highly graphic scrapbook 
peppered with illustrations and short 
essays. Amoruso herself is refreshing and 
unconventional, with a unique leadership 
style that will entertain and inspire. 

ON THE LOOM: A MODERN 
WEAVER’S GUIDE
Maryanne Moodie
Written by professional textile artist and 
teacher Maryanne Moodie, On the Loom 
is an impassioned guide to the joys of 
‘weaving weird’, or finding one’s artistic 
voice through pushing the boundaries of 
what has traditionally been thought possible 
with a hand loom. It includes instructions 
for getting started (what tools and 
supplies you’ll need, choosing your fibres) 
and weaving basics (warping the loom, 
explaining various stitches) and then gives 
detailed and illustrated instructions on how 
to create 24 different pieces including rugs, 
bags and wall hangings.

THE ART OF  
FRUGAL HEDONISM
Annie Raser-Rowland  
& Adam Grubb
Consume less. Work less. Enjoy more. 
These basic precepts underpin the ethical 
philosophy of The Art of Frugal Hedonism. Be 
warned though – this is no how-to-budget 
guide. After investing in this book, you’ll 
learn how to resist the consumer mentality. 
The authors offer 51 psychological, social 
and practical tips for how to buck the 
mainstream, from reawakening your senses 
to the everyday, to avoiding advertising, 
questioning the culture, limiting choice and 
strengthening willpower. They emphasise 
human interaction and creative thinking and 
value taking time over every task. Pearls of 
wisdom to enrich the planet.

LIFE ON INSTAGRAM 2017
Instagram has no rival as the snapshot of 
our time, and this first and only printed 
annual of images shared on the hugely 
popular digital platform is a fascinating 
celebration of everyday moments of beauty, 
joy, imagination and excitement. There’s an 
absolute focus on the positive here – the 
editors leave aside war reportage and other 
news-style shots, instead focussing on 
images that are uplifting, amusing and just 
plain beautiful.

NEW YORK:  
THROUGH A FASHION EYE
Megan Hess
Want the inside gossip on what to do, and 
where to shop, eat, drink and sleep in the Big 
Apple? Look no further than this glamorous 
little guide by sought-after fashion illustrator 
Megan Hess, who got her big break when 
she illustrated Candace Bushnell’s Sex and 
the City. From iconic institutions to hidden 
gems, Hess shares her favourite fashion-
flavoured NYC museums, events, boutiques, 
bars and bistros. Illustrated throughout with 
Hess’s elegant fashion and travel sketches, 
it’s the number one insider’s style guide to 
places to see and be seen in New York.

THE SECRET LIVES  
OF COLOUR
Kassia St Clair
This fascinating book tells the unusual 
stories of 74 shades, dyes and hues. From 
the brown that changed the way battles were 
fought, to the white that protected against 
the plague, fashion researcher Kassia St Clair 
demystifies the names and origins of many 
of the colours we encounter on a daily basis. 
We learn about Picasso’s blue period, why 
chrome yellow was so important to Vincent 
van Gogh, and where dragon’s-blood red, 
mummy brown and Scheele’s green got their 
names. History at its most colourful!

[THE BEST OF]  
DEAR COQUETTE
Coquette
The Coquette is an anonymous, wildly 
popular online advice columnist who’s been 
dishing out digital guidance to lost souls for a 
nearly a decade. She’s a straight-talking, no-
nonsense confidante with a dirty mouth and 
a knack for telling people what they need 
to hear – not necessarily what they want to 
hear. [The Best of] Dear Coquette collects 
the most insightful and outrageous answers 
from nearly a decade of her advice column, 
covering topics such as sex, relationships, 
mental and physical health, career choices, 
drugs and family. All of her advice is 
delivered with wit, insight and candour.

ELEMENTAL LIVING
The idea of living close to nature holds 
inherent appeal, but as soon as we construct 
a building we change the very thing we are 
embracing. Through stunning photography 
and concise text, this book addresses how 
architects have approached this tension. 
Subtitled ‘Contemporary Houses in Nature’, 
it is divided into three sections: houses 
that are built to look at nature, houses built 
within nature, and houses built with nature 
(though there’s obviously some crossover). 
Elemental Living functions as more than a 
coffee-table book, prompting us to  
consider the intersection between built  
and natural environments.

LIVING IN THE LANDSCAPE 
Anna Johnson  
& Richard Black
In recent years, the cost of living in the 
big cities of Australia and New Zealand 
has become unaffordable for many. 
Fortunately, improved transport and 
communications infrastructure are making 
living in rural towns an attractive and 
viable option. Living in the Landscape: 
Extraordinary Rural Homes in Australia 
and New Zealand offers an inspirational 
collection of 30 homes overlooking remote 
island clifftops, tucked into escarpments 
or seemingly dropped into the rainforest. 
It’s bound to encourage readers to 
contemplate a sea- or tree-change.

OBSESSIVE CREATIVE 
Collette Dinnigan
This magnificently illustrated book follows 
the life and career journey of acclaimed 
Australian-based fashion designer Colette 
Dinnigan. Born in South Africa, she and her 
family eventually settled in New Zealand. 
After attending fashion school in Wellington, 
the aspiring designer spent time in London 
before moving to Sydney, where her 
eponymous brand was launched in the 
mid-’80s. Often described as ‘the designer 
who turned underwear into outerwear’, 
her lingerie and delicate, ultra-feminine 
clothing are showcased here in hundreds 
of photographs, alongside her musings on 
what inspires her, and how she developed 
her design eye and business. 

THE URBAN WOODSMAN
Max Bainbridge
A celebration of the infinite potential and 
beauty of wood, this photographic guide 
is subtitled ‘A Modern Guide to Carving 
Spoons, Bowls & Boards’, and it certainly 
delivers what it promises. Woodworker Max 
Bainbridge includes chapters on sourcing 
and choosing wood, explains wood types 
and tools, and shows knife grips before 
going on to provide step-by-step instructions 
for various projects. With the book at your 
side, you’ll be carving and sanding spoons, 
spatulas, butter knives, chopping boards and 
bowls with ease, impressing hipsters and 
householders alike. 

Frances Lincoln 
HB $49.99

Fremantle Media 
HB $59.99

Bluebird HB 
$32.99

Portfolio HB 
$49.99

Thames & Hudson 
HB $39.99

Melliodora PB $25
 

Particular HB 
WAS $49.99 
NOW $44.99

Hardie Grant HB 
$29.99

John Murray HB 
$39.99

Phaidon HB 
$59.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB WAS $70 
NOW $59.99

Lantern HB  
WAS $100  
NOW $19.95

Kyle HB $39.99

CLAY: CONTEMPORARY 
CERAMIC ARTISANS
Amber Creswell Bell
Profiling 53 contemporary pottery and 
ceramics artisans, this volume concentrates 
on studio pottery, perhaps reflecting its 
increasingly collectable status over the 
past decade. Many of today’s potters and 
ceramicists use social media to showcase 
their creations and have built large 
followings around the globe – this elegantly 
produced book is bound the do the same. It 
includes a written profile of each artisan (30 
of whom are based in Australia), plus full-
colour photographs of their work. 

Thames & Hudson 
HB $60

Q 10. What flower was called 
‘Narcissus’ by the Greeks? 
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Text PB $19.99

ALIENS, GHOSTS  
AND VANISHINGS
Stella Tarakson  
& Richard Morden (illus)
Some truly mysterious things are said to have 
occurred in Australia, and this book chronicles 
many of them. The authors cover historical 
events (Harold Holt’s disappearance), legends 
(Lasseter’s Reef) and a variety of spooky and 
scary sightings of mythical creatures, ghosts, 
UFOs and aliens. It’s left up to the reader to 
decide how real these might be, with frequent 
reminders to weigh evidence while also 
keeping an open mind. Recommended for 
older readers who have the nous to sort fact 
from fiction and aren’t easily frightened. 10+ 

ATLAS OF ANIMAL 
ADVENTURES 
Rachel Williams,  
Emily Hawkins &  
Lucy Letherand (illus)
A beautiful addition to the popular Atlas 
of Adventures series, this time focussed 
on animal adventures: epic migrations, 
extraordinary behaviours and feats of 
nature. Learn the hunting tricks of nocturnal 
French barn owls; the importance of climate 
to the Arctic narwhal; and all about the 
‘farmers of the insect world’, Bolivia’s leaf-
cutter ants. Organised by the continents, 
each section looks at animals from different 
countries, exploring their environment 
and habits through impressive facts and 
amusing illustrations. 8+

THE BOOK OF BEES
Wojciech Grajkowski  
& Piotr Socha (illus)
Did you know bees grew fuzz to help them 
pollinate plants, and in response flowers 
grew more beautiful to attract bees? Or 
that bees perform a waggle dance to 
communicate the whereabouts of pollen? 
This attractive, comprehensive volume 
makes bee facts interesting using minimal 
text and delightful, detailed illustrations. Also 
appealing to adults, it explores hives, honey 
and the role of bees throughout history and 
in our food chain. A timely book for anyone 
interested in the wonders of nature. 7+

DUCKS AWAY!
Mem Fox & Judy Horacek
What will mother duck do when her five 
babies fall off the bridge and land down 
below? ‘What should she do? Where 
should she go?’ This new volume from a 
much-loved author-illustrator partnership 
is particularly good for reading aloud to 
preschoolers. The bright yellow, orange 
and blue colours give simple visual appeal, 
the rhyming text has a great beat, the 
repetition will entice children to join in, and 
the counting of ducks encourages numeracy 
skills. An enjoyable and noteworthy choice 
for the youngest readers, which is certain to 
be read again and again. 1+

GIRL STUFF FOR  
GIRLS AGED 8–12
Kaz Cooke
Smart, funny and matter-of-fact, this guide 
to growing up in today’s world is perfectly 
pitched at its pre-teen girl readers. Whether 
they read it themselves or with a trusted 
adult (preferably both at various times), 
this book will open conversations and 
help give them the confidence to face the 
changes that are coming from all directions: 
not just puberty, but families, friendships 
and feelings too. A brilliant prequel to the 
formula Kaz Cooke perfected in Girl Stuff: 
Your Full-on Guide to the Teen Years (Viking 
PB $39.99). 8+

AMAZING ANIMALS  
OF AUSTRALIA’S  
NATIONAL PARKS
Gina M. Newton
What kid doesn’t love a cute, furry Aussie 
animal? Or a feathered one? Or a scaled 
one? Or a downright scary-looking critter 
that is nonetheless part of the extraordinary 
diversity of our native fauna? Here’s a 
guide to animals that might be spotted in 
our national parks (or even just on these 
pages). Divided according to habitat, 
Amazing Animals lives up to its name with 
great pictures and detailed information on 
everything from old favourites to lesser-
known specimens. 8+

THE CITIES BOOK
Children today seem to be more globally 
aware than ever. This comprehensive and 
quirky guide to the world’s cities will satiate 
children’s thirst for knowledge and awaken 
them to other cultures. From Apia to Timbuktu 
and Philadelphia to Ballarat, this book takes 
a visual journey around 86 small and large 
cities from each continent, highlighting 
unusual features, cuisines and daily living. A 
sure way to expand kids’ general knowledge, 
and one that might even teach grown-ups a 
thing or two. Also available: How Cities Work 
(James Gulliver Hancock HB $24.99). 7+

THE FAIRY WHO  
WOULDN’T FLY 
Bronwyn Davies 
The fairy-who-wouldn’t-fly loved to lie in her 
hammock amid swaying blossoms. Banished 
by the Fairy Queen for her laziness, she must 
engage in some soul searching in order to 
find her way back home. Melbourne author 
and educator Bronwyn Davies has put a 
modern spin on this much-loved classic 
children’s story by Pixie O’Harris, gently 
nudging it towards more realistic gender 
roles, and has created a lovely book about 
self-confidence and acceptance – perfect for 
reading aloud. Readers of all ages will adore 
the gorgeous illustrations and connect with 
the fairy’s struggle to be herself. 3+

THE GOBBLEDYGOOK AND 
THE SCRIBBLEDYNOODLE 
Justine Clarke, Arthur 
Baysting & Tom Jellett (illus)
When a Scribbledynoodle and a 
Gobbledygook get together there are 
oodles of doodles and countless adventures 
to be had. This book shares a delight in 
reading, as well as outdoor fun, and is a 
real celebration of imagination. Children will 
connect with the things they love – drawing, 
muddy puddles, friends, rainbows and all 
things sparkly – and will delight in their 
grown-up reader becoming tongue-tied by 
made-up words, crazy rhymes and lots of 
alliteration. The cheeky story is matched 
by Tom Jellett’s warm illustrations in the 
brightest colours the crayon box allows. 3+

ARTIE AND THE GRIME WAVE
Richard Roxburgh
Frenzied adventure, absurdly unlikely 
predicaments and beyond-kooky characters 
make actor Richard Roxburgh’s first foray 
into kids’ fiction lots of fun, but the froth 
and bubble is ballasted by some realistic 
situations and emotions. Artie has looked 
after himself since his mother became 
depressed, so when he and his mate 
Bumshoe discover stolen goods – including 
the town’s pets – in a cave, they decide 
to catch the (really bad) baddies solo. 
Kidnapping, acrobatics, a fart machine 
and wedgies all feature. Roxburgh proves 
his diverse talents by providing his own 
cartoonish illustrations. 8+

BLUE SKY YELLOW KITE
Janet A. Holmes  
& Jonathan Bentley (illus)
As the title promises, luminous colours 
suffuse the illustrations on every page of 
this story about Daisy, a little girl who loves 
her new friend’s kite so much that she 
decides to run home with it. She knows 
she’s done wrong, and eventually returns it 
to its rightful owner. The words and pictures 
– especially of Daisy running through a 
bucolic landscape with the soaring kite – 
evoke the freedom of childhood, but the 
book acknowledges childhood’s troubles  
(in this case, gently resolved). Free gift:  
A gorgeous A5 print! 3+ 

THE DIABOLIC
S. J. Kincaid
An exhilarating mash-up of the sci-fi, 
adventure and political intrigue genres, this 
first volume in what is sure to be a wildly 
popular series introduces Nemesis, a creature 
engineered to be a vicious, soulless and 
absolutely loyal personal bodyguard. Known 
as Diabolics, creatures such as Nemesis have 
been banned in the Helionic Galaxy, but the 
noble von Impyrean family she serves refuses 
to bow to this imperial decree. Instead, they 
choreograph an elaborate plot in which 
Nemesis impersonates her young mistress, 
Donia von Impyrean, at the royal court. Will 
the masquerade – and Nemesis – survive? 
And could it be that Nemesis has a soul after 
all? 12+

THE FLEURVILLE TRILOGY 
Countess de Ségur
The Countess de Ségur was already a 
grandmother when, in 1858, she wrote 
Sophie’s Misfortunes, the first novel in The 
Fleurville Trilogy. Adored by generations 
of French readers, the books follow the 
adventures of a precocious almost-four-
year-old and her friends, and have only 
recently been translated into English. 
Emotionally robust early readers will delight 
in the macabre drama that unfolds in the 
first book, and adult readers charitable 
enough to forgive gender stereotypes and 
pet disasters will enjoy the countess’s 
blackly humorous window into 19th-century 
French life. Many parenting challenges 
remain eerily and amusingly familiar! 6+

HOME IN THE RAIN
Bob Graham
From the much-loved author of Let’s Get 
a Pup, A Bus Called Heaven and Silver 
Buttons comes a heartwarming tale of how 
one yet-to-be-born baby is given a name. 
Through wonderfully detailed illustrations in 
which the rain almost splashes off the page, 
the interactions between Francie and her 
mother, stranded in their little red car on the 
bleakest and soggiest of days, demonstrate 
that magic exists in the everyday, often in 
the most ordinary of places. An endearing 
reflection on love, family and possibility. 3+

Random House HB 
$27.99

Quarto HB  
$35

Thames & Hudson 
HB $35

Omnibus HB 
$19.99

Viking PB $24.99

NLA PB $29.99

NLA HB  
WAS $24.99 
NOW $10

Viking HB 
$19.99

Allen & Unwin PB 
$16.99

Little Hare HB 
$24.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB $19.99

Simon & Schuster 
PB WAS $35  
NOW $12.95

Walker HB 
$24.99

THE BEACH AT NIGHT
Elena Ferrante  
& Mara Cerri (illus)
Celina is a toy doll who loves playing with 
her owner, Mati. But one day at the beach 
Mati’s father gives her a pet kitten, and in 
her excitement she leaves Celina behind 
when she goes home. The doll must brave 
the long night, as the Mean Beach Attendant 
(who uses some swear words) and his 
metal-toothed Big Rake attempt to steal all 
the words Mati has given her. This dark fable 
from the author of the Neapolitan Quartet 
depicts the intimate bond between children 
and their toys, revealing the secret world 
that emerges when a toy is separated from 
its owner. Mara Cerri’s haunting illustrations 
magnificently evoke the scary nocturnal 
world of the beach. 7+

Lonely Planet HB 
$29.99
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HarperCollins PB 
$19.99

HOW SUPER COOL  
STUFF WORKS
Caroline Bingham DK HB  
WAS $39.99 NOW $34.99

365 THINGS TO DO  
WITH LEGO BRICKS
Lego Group DK HB  
WAS $39.99 NOW $34.99
What treats! 365 Things to Do With Lego 
Bricks might just be the best of publisher 
Dorling Kindersley’s fabulous how-to Lego 
books. Not just because there’s an activity 
for every day of the year to keep youngsters 
engaged and screen-free, but also because 
of the sheer variety of projects included. 

How Super Cool Stuff works is just as good, with instant appeal 
for today’s kids. Running the gamut from familiar objects including 
game consoles, glowsticks and tablets to futuristic ideas such as 
flying cars and teleportation, it gives young readers clear and concise 
explanations of the science behind today’s most amazing technology, 
both everyday and fanciful. Refreshingly, both titles are gender-
neutral. 10+

MAISY’S PIRATE SHIP
Lucy Cousins
Yo-ho-ho! Join Captain Maisy, Charley, 
Tallulah and other friends as they sail 
their pirate ship across the seas to 
a treasure island and use a map to 
discover an exciting cache of pieces of 
eight. Young children will adore playing 
with the fold-out 3D pirate ship and its 
press-out figures. 3+

MOTHER FOX  
AND HER CUBS
Amandine Momenceau
The artwork is the highlight in this simple 
story of a mother fox playfully losing and 
finding her four cubs. French illustrator 
Amandine Momenceau uses stark, simple 
paper cut-outs and a restricted russet 
palette to depict the cheeky cubs and their 
noble mother, as well the landscape – a 
snowy wood. The game of hide-and-seek 
described in the story and the brief moments 
of uncertainty it brings – followed by the 
immediate relief of finding and being found – 
will be familiar to all young children. 3+ 

ODD AND THE  
FROST GIANTS
Neil Gaiman &  
Chris Riddell (illus)
Chris Riddell’s striking black-and-silver 
illustrations perfectly complement this 
new edition of Neil Gaiman’s take on Norse 
mythology, first published in 2008. Odd (his 
name is normal in his Viking village but his 
personality is not) leaves his mother and 
their village, which is bound in an unnatural 
winter, to isolate himself in his dead father’s 
cabin. Here he encounters a fox, an eagle 
and a bear who are actually Norse gods 
tricked into animal shapes by a Frost Giant. 
How will Odd free the gods and restore 
spring? Ages 9+.

RUBY RED SHOES  
GOES TO LONDON
Kate Knapp
Cute-as-a-button Ruby Red Shoes sets off 
on her latest adventure, leaving behind her 
caravan home but taking her grandmother 
Babushka Galina Galushka with her. In 
London she meets more of her family, sees 
the sights and even meets the Queen and 
her corgis. There are some gentle messages 
about connectedness and memory here; 
Ruby is a thoughtful and observant little 
hare, and the story is told in language that 
is as sweetly intricate as Kate Knapp’s 
illustrations of London scenes. 4+

THE JULIA DONALDSON 
COLLECTION 
Julia Donaldson 
Young readers and fans of Donaldson’s 
lyrical rhymes will enjoy listening to the 
stories in this entertaining 10-disc collection. 
Reunite with The Gruffalo, The Snail and 
the Whale, Room on the Broom and The 
Smartest Giant in Town, among others, meet 
her lesser-known characters and listen to 
an album of catchy book-related songs. 
Expressive voices, atmospheric sound 
effects and over three hours of recording 
make this a great solution for car trips, rests 
and bedtimes – both to read along with and 
to focus kids’ attention. 2+

MY DONKEY BENJAMIN
Hans Limmer & Lennart Osbeck 
(photographs) Scribble HB $24.99

MY PIG PAULINA
Hans Limmer & David Crossley 
(photographs) Scribble HB $24.99
Originally published in the 1970s, these 
totally charming, newly retranslated 
books have lost none of their retro charm. 
Following the adventures of two sisters and 
their animal friends, they show little ones 
that they can be free and independent, but 
that home is a safe place to be. Stunning 
black and white photographs capture the 
beauty of the Mediterranean setting, the 
friendship between the sisters and their 
furry best friends, the warmth of family, and 
the joy these little girls take in their lives. 3+

OUR CHEMICAL HEARTS
Krystal Sutherland 
Sophisticated YA readers will enjoy this 
first-love story with a difference. Australian 
debut author Krystal Sutherland defies 
reader expectations when recounting 
the intense and complicated relationship 
between Henry (who falls in love for the 
first time) and Grace (who is in mourning). 
There’s some lovely and convincing 
dialogue, and Henry in particular is a 
perfectly drawn and immediately likeable 
character. Realistic and deeply emotional, 
this tale about the potency and inexplicable 
nature of love will appeal to fans of John 
Green and is an all-round winner. 12+

A SEA VOYAGE: A  
POP-UP STORY ABOUT 
ALL SORTS OF BOATS
Gérard Lo Monaco
Pilot boats, life boats, caravels, 
ocean liners, tall ships and 

lightships – this lovingly designed and 
constructed book profiles them all, featuring 
a pop-up illustration and description of each 
boat, as well as a catchy rhyme (‘And from 
the waves, a big black whale/ Leaps out to 
greet us as we sail.’). The story follows the 
journey of two men and their dog as they 
sail a small boat across the oceans and 
encounter other boats and sailing ships. 
Interactive fun for children aged 5+.

LOTS
Marc Martin
How many cats live in Cairo? How much 
cheese does a Parisian eat each day? What 
is Pylsusinnep? These questions – and their 
answers – open up the wonders of our world, 
exploring the most, the biggest, the highest 
and the farthest things around the globe. 
Looking at individual cities, countries and 
continents, inquisitive author/illustrator Marc 
Martin highlights fun and far-fetched facts 
about animals, food, customs, buildings, 
transport and people. Guaranteed to ignite 
curiosity about the planet (and potentially the 
travel bug) in readers of any age. 4+

A MOST MAGICAL GIRL
Karen Foxlee
Annabel Grey thought herself an ordinary 
girl, though a well-brought-up one. 
Discovering she is magical is a bit of a 
shock; discovering she is the Most Magical 
Girl is an even greater one. Her newfound 
status brings the burden of having to save 
her city from the very darkest magic, 
with only the briefest of instruction from 
her newly met magical aunts. This is 
a highly imaginative rendering of the 
classic ordinary hero/ine quest tale, set in 
19th-century London and with a fabulous 
cast of characters, including a loving and 
courageous troll. 9+

NUMBER CRUNCHERS
Adam Spencer
Do you know what a gyrobifastigium is? Or 
that the brain takes 15 seconds to recognise 
what your eyes see? Or how to make an 
origami cube? Radio star Adam Spencer 
spreads his infectious enthusiasm for all 
things number-related with this second 
book of puzzles, games, facts, statistics 
and jokes that are actually funny and will 
appeal to most kids. The creative layout and 
large illustrations make Number Crunchers 
engaging and easy to dip in and out of. 
Themes include robots, the brain, space, 
body facts, tessellation and information on 
‘awesome mathsy people’. 8+

RIPLEY’S BELIEVE IT OR 
NOT! UNLOCK THE WEIRD!
Geoff Tibballs
The moving eyeballs on the front cover 
set the scene, indicating that this book is 
bursting with the repulsive and fascinating. 
From sheep-dung spitting and octopus 
wrestling to a two-headed piglet or a water-
skiing squirrel, this annual compendium 
with its tried-and-true formula combines the 
weird and grotesque with snippets of text 
and eye-catching photography. After all, who 
wouldn’t want to read about a robot polar 
bear loose on the streets of London? Or 
people who kayak on volcanic lava flows? 
Bound to engage even the most book-averse 
youngsters. 6+

THE 78-STOREY TREEHOUSE
Andy Griffiths & Terry Denton (illus) 
Pan PB $14.99

THE 78-STOREY TREEHOUSE  
BOOK AND DRINK BOTTLE
Andy Griffiths & Terry Denton (illus) 
Pan Book & gift set $19.99
More fun in the treehouse, as Andy Griffiths 
and Terry Denton add 13 new levels including 
a drive-thru car wash, a combining machine, 
a scribbletorium, a high-security potato-chip 
storage facility and an open-air movie theatre. 
Accessible text, loads of illustrations and 
guffaws galore make this latest instalment 
of Australia’s most popular children’s book 
series a perfect gift for junior readers. Buy 
the book alone, or splurge on the book and 
treehouse-branded drink bottle set. 7+

Walker Pop-up 
WAS $24.99 
NOW $11.95

Thames & Hudson 
HB $27.99 

Bloomsbury HB 
WAS $29.99 
NOW $24.99

HarperCollins HB 
$19.99

CD boxed set  
WAS $69.99 
NOW $14.95

Penguin PB 
$19.99

Thames & Hudson 
Pop-up $29.99

Viking HB 
$24.99

Piccadilly HB 
$19.99

XOUM PB 
$19.99

Ripley Publishing 
HB WAS $49.99 
NOW $39.99

THE MIDNIGHT GANG
David Walliams  
& Tony Ross (illus)
Midnight is the time when all children are 
fast asleep. Or are they? For this gang, 
midnight is when their adventures begin. 
When Tom gets hit on the head by a cricket 
ball, he finds himself at Lord Funt Hospital 
and is greeted by a terrifying-looking porter. 
Things go from bad to worse when he meets 
the wicked matron in charge of the children’s 
ward, but the four friends he makes make 
him feel a whole lot better. Walliams 
(Gangsta Granny, Ratburger) delivers a 
heartwarming and hilarious story that will be 
greatly enjoyed by readers aged 9+.
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SOMEWHERE ELSE
Gus Gordon
George Laurent is a multi-talented bird, 
being both a pastry chef and Flamenco 
guitarist. However, he has never learned 
to fly. His friend Pascal is trying to lure 
him somewhere else for winter – but how 
will they get there? With this book, author/
illustrator Gus Gordon has created two 
loveable characters – individuals with strong 
ideas, real personalities and distinctive 
quirks – that will enchant the under-5s his 
books are aimed at. Collage and painted 
illustrations give depth to this sweet and 
gently told story about the pleasures and 
importance of things both familiar and 
unknown. 2+

STEAM TRAIN, DREAM 
TRAIN SOUND BOOK 
Sherri Duskey Rinker & 
Tom Lichtenheld (illus)
A perfect book for bedtime, Steam 
Train, Dream Train opens with loads of 
action but winds down with each page. 

Rhyming text is used to tell the story of the 
train’s animal crew, who work hard to load 
the different cars – polar bears pack the 
reefer car with ice cream, elephants fill the 
tanker cars with paints, tortoises stock the 
auto rack with race cars, bouncy kangaroos 
stuff the hopper car with balls. Finally, after 
all of their hard work, it’s time for them to 
settle down, lulled to sleep by the train’s 
gentle midnight journey. This special edition 
includes sounds. 1+

THE ULTIMATE  
BOOK OF SPACE
Anne-Sophie Baumann  
& Olivier Latyk (illus)
Offering a fact-filled and action-packed look 
at the amazing universe of outer space, 
The Ultimate Book of Space bursts with 40 
flaps, pop-ups, pull tabs and movable parts. 
It provides a richly illustrated, hands-on 
exploration of space travel, the Earth’s place 
in our galaxy and the solar system. Readers 
can spin the Milky Way, launch a pop-up 
rocket and read about observatories, space 
suits, the International Space Station and 
lots more. 7+

THE VELVETEEN RABBIT
Margery Williams  
& Sarah Massini (illus)
Adored by generations of young readers, 
Margery Williams’ 1922 classic, presented 
here in a newly illustrated edition, tells the 
moving story of a stuffed toy who longs to 
be real. The rabbit knows that the only way 
for this to happen is to be truly loved (‘when 
a child loves you for a long, long time, not 
just to play with, but REALLY loves you, then 
you become Real’), and is overjoyed when 
this happens to him. But the nursery is like 
the big wide world, and sometimes fate can 
be cruel. Will the rabbit stay real regardless? 
Of course he will! 4+

WORDS IN DEEP BLUE
Cath Crowley
The author of the multi-award-winning 
Graffiti Moon (Pan Australia PB $16.99) is 
back with another book sure to enthral YA 
readers. Henry Jones and Rachel Sweetie 
were best friends once, but then Rachel 
moved to the sea and stopped responding 
to Henry’s messages. Now Rachel is back in 
Melbourne, working in the bookshop owned 
by Henry’s family and secretly grieving for 
her drowned brother, Cal. Will books and her 
friends help Rachel to reconnect with both 
Henry and her life, or is grief sometimes too 
great a burden to endure? 13+

THE SONG FROM 
SOMEWHERE ELSE
A. F. Harrold &  
Levi Pinfold (illus)
Frank doesn’t know how to feel when Nick 
Underbridge rescues her from bullies one 
afternoon. No one likes Nick. He’s big, 
he’s weird and he smells – or so everyone 
in Frank’s class thinks. And yet there’s 
something more to Nick, and to his house, 
than meets the eye – Frank isn’t the only 
one keeping secrets, or the only one who 
needs help. This poignant, darkly comic and 
deeply moving story about the power of the 
extraordinary and about finding friendship 
where you least expect it will appeal to Neil 
Gaiman fans and others aged 10+.

VANILLA ICE CREAM
Bob Graham
A young sparrow flits around a truck stop in 
India before stowing away in a sack of rice 
that is shipped to Australia. There, a chain of 
events leads to a tiny girl’s first taste of ice 
cream. Such a simple storyline, and yet, as 
is always the case with master storyteller 
and illustrator Bob Graham, there’s amazing 
richness, depth and subtlety here. Endorsed 
by Amnesty International, Vanilla Ice Cream 
is about concepts both large (freedom) and 
seemingly small (everyday pleasures). It’s 
also a lovely book in and of itself. Ages 4+.

WE FOUND A HAT
Jon Klassen
What to do when there is only one object 
and two creatures that want it? This final 
title in a trilogy about hat-obsessed animals 
(I Want My Hat Back, This Is Not My Hat) 
by award-winning author/illustrator Jon 
Klassen explores the age-old dilemma 
of sharing. Using minimal phrases and 
a subdued colour scheme, it tells what 
happens when ‘there are two turtles and 
there is only one hat’. The deceptively 
simple elements and hints of humour allow 
plenty of scope for philosophical musing on 
the nature of friendship and desire. 3+

WORMWOOD MIRE
Judith Rossell
As punishment for her curious nature and 
tendency to accidentally fall into adventures, 
Stella Montgomery’s horrible aunts have 
banished her to a cavernous mansion on the 
family’s mysterious country estate. There, 
Stella meets her odd, long-lost cousins, 
but soon she discovers that all is not as it 
seems. Dark secrets lurk within the murky 
lake and overgrown gardens of Wormwood 
Mire, and it will be up to Stella to unravel the 
mystery. Like the first Stella Montgomery 
book, Withering-by-Sea (ABC Books HB 
$22.99), this is a charmingly old-fashioned 
story with a quirky, modern sensibility, laced 
with just a touch of magic. Eleven-year-old 
Stella is a determined, clever heroine with 
an inventive mind, and her latest escapade 
will hold great appeal for amateur sleuths 
and armchair adventurers alike. 9+

Viking HB 
$24.99

Chronicle HB  
WAS $22.99 
NOW $13.95

Chronicle HB 
$34.99

Nosy Crow HB 
WAS $29.99 
NOW $24.99

Pan Australia PB 
$18.99

Bloomsbury HB 
$24.99

Walker HB  
WAS $27.99 
NOW $12.95

Walker HB 
$24.99

ABC HB $22.99

SUPERCOOL PAPER 
AIRPLANES KIT
Andrew Dewar
Arm your kids with the instruction 
booklet and catapult contained within 
this kit, as well as a ruler, scissors and 
a stapler from the stationery drawer, 

and we guarantee they will be flying one of 
these 12 sleek projectiles within minutes 
(although depending on age and the degree 
of difficulty of each plane, some adult help 
might come in handy). The planes come in all 
shapes and sizes – there’s a killer whale and 
a rotund ladybug as well as more traditional 
jets and birds. The instructions include tips 
on aerodynamics and test flights. 8+

Tuttle Kit $19.99

Highly Recommended   
WHO COULD THAT BE  
AT THIS HOUR?
Lemony Snicket
Hardie Grant Egmont HB  
WAS $17.99 NOW $10
What was author Lemony Snicket 
(A Series of Unfortunate Events) like 
when he was 13 years old? Find out in 
this first volume of the ‘All the Wrong 
Questions’ series. 9+

THE BAD GUYS BAD BOX:  
EPISODES 1–4
Aaron Blabey  
Scholastic Australia Boxed set $39.99
They look like the Bad Guys, they sound 
like the Bad Guys… they even smell like 
the Bad Guys. But deep down, Mr Wolf, 
Mr Piranha, Mr Snake and Mr Shark 
really want to be good guys. Lots of 
pictures and laughs for readers aged 6+.

THE CALL
Peadar O’Guilin  
David Finkling PB $19.99
Sure to appeal to fans of The Hunger 
Games and Divergent, this fast-paced 
story set in Ireland follows 14-year-old 
Vanessa Doherty, permanently disabled 
by polio and sent to Boyle Survival 
College to learn how to resist the siren-
like call of the frightening Sídhe. 12+

A CHILD OF BOOKS
Oliver Jeffers & Sam Winston 
Walker HB $27.99
An inspiring and lyrical picture book 
about the power and beauty of books, 
and the magical worlds that stories  
can take us to. 3+

GEMINA: THE ILLUMINAE FILES_02
Amie Kaufman & Jay Kristoff  
Allen & Unwin PB $22.99
The page-turning saga that began with 
last year’s Illuminae continues on board 
the space station Heimdall, where two 
new young characters will confront the 
next wave of BeiTech’s assault. 12+

HARRY POTTER ILLUSTRATED 
EDITION BOXED SET
JK Rowling & Jim Kay (illus) 
Bloomsbury Boxed HB set  
WAS $119.99 NOW $99.99
Gorgeous illustrated editions of the  
first two Harry Potter books presented 
as a boxed set – a perfect Christmas 
gift! Also available as individual  
volumes ($59.99). 8+

HELLO LITTLE BABIES
Alison Lester  
ABC Books HB $24.99
Much-loved author/illustrator Alison 
Lester (Kissed by the Moon, Noni the 
Pony) chronicles a new baby’s life  
from arrival to first tentative steps. 2+

OI DOG!
Kes & Claire Gray & Jim Field 
(illus) Hodder HB $24.99
A colourful, rhyming romp of a tale 
featuring an anarchic frog who decides 
to stand up for himself after being sat 
on by a dog. 3+

PENGUIN PROBLEMS
Jory John & Lane Smith  
Walker HB $24.99
In this hilarious picture book, a penguin 
levels with human readers about what 
penguin life is really like. Put simply, it 
isn’t all fun and games. 3+

THE SMUGGLER’S CURSE
Norman Jorgensen  
Fremantle PB $16.99
Red Read’s life takes a surprising – and 
alarming – turn when his mother sells him 
to an infamous smuggler plying his trade 
off the northwest coast of Australia in the 
closing days of the 19th century. 9+
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BOOTS NO. 1: THE OFFICIAL 
REVIVAL BOOTLEG 
Gillian Welch 2-CD set $27.95
To commemorate the twentieth anniversary of 
the release of Gillian’s landmark debut album 
Revival comes Boots No. 1: The Official Revival 
Bootleg. This generous companion to the 
original Grammy-nominated release features 
21 outtakes, alternate versions and demos 
from the making of the original, including 
eight previously unheard songs. This beautiful 
collection is essential listening for Welch’s 
many fans. Available November 25.

ACOUSTIC RECORDINGS 
1998–2016
Jack White 2-CD set $26.95
Jack White makes easy work of the Americana 
sound that Dave Rawlings et al have recently 
been cultivating in what must be biggest folk/
bluegrass resurgence since the late sixties. 
With superb new arrangements of his work with 
The White Stripes, The Saboteurs and others, 
White reminds us how he can shape and shift 
the landscape of whatever genre he pleases.

BACH CELLO SUITES:  
VOLUME 1
Slava Grigoryan $21.95
On his latest album, ultra-talented Australian 
guitarist Slava Grigroyan performs the solo 
guitar arrangements of Bach’s cello suites. This 
is believed to be the world-premiere recording 
of the Bach Cello Suites on baritone guitar, 
whose lower pitch allows the suites to be 
played in their original keys.

ACO40: CELEBRATING  
FORTY YEARS
ACO 2-CD set  $24.95
This retrospective of the Australian Chamber 
Orchestra’s phenomenal recorded output opens 
with Peter Sculthorpe’s ‘Irkanda IV’, which 
features director Richard Tognetti as violin 
soloist. The album demonstrates exactly why the 
ACO, with its unified and moving sound, remains 
Australia’s most celebrated chamber orchestra.

ANIMAL
Big Scary $19.95
Released just in time for the holidays, Big 
Scary’s follow-up to the J Award-nominated Not 
Art is fun, poppy, determined and challenging 
– perfect summer listening! The album has 
been divided into bundles of tracks for each 
of the Four Stages of the Animal, nicely split 
across a double gatefold LP. Just as good as its 
predecessor, and maybe even better.

FROM MELBA TO 
SUTHERLAND 
Various artists 4-CD set $32.95
This is a celebration of Australia’s greatest 
singers, from Nellie Melba to Emma Matthews. 
Full of treats and surprises, it covers a wide 
range of musical genres, including opera, music 
hall and musical theatre. Highlights include 
Alfred Hill’s lively recording of ‘Waiate Poi’ 
and June Bronhill’s charming rendition of ‘The 
Sound of Music’.

I COULD BE HAPPY
Nouvelle Vague $19.95
Famous for its fabulous remakes of classic new 
wave singles using French accented vocalists 
and a Brazilian pop twist, this iconic outfit has 
released a wonderfully eclectic album of punk/
post-punk covers, including – for the first 
time – original tracks by the group’s talented 
producers Marc Collin and Olivier Libaux.

HUSH COLLECTION 16:  
A PIECE OF QUIET
Lior, Idea of North & Elena Kats Chernin 
$24.95
The annual Hush Collection produces music to 
soothe and relax young patients at Melbourne’s 
Royal Children’s Hospital, while also raising 
funds for the Hush Foundation, which works to 
improve the hospital experience for patients, 
families and healthcare professionals. Volume 
16 features the talents of singer-songwriter 
Lior, vocal quartet Idea of North and renowned 
composer and pianist Elena Kats-Chernin. 

GOODNIGHT CITY
Martha Wainwright $19.95
The amazing Ms Wainwright continues to 
create wonderful music and this, her sixth 
studio album to date, showcases both her 
impressive vocal range and her songwriting 
talent. It includes six tracks written by Martha 
herself, and another six written by friends 
including Beth Orton, Glen Hansard and her 
brother Rufus.  

DEATH’S DATELESS NIGHT
Paul Kelly & Charlie Owen  
WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
Paul Kelly has teamed up with multi-
instrumentalist and Australian music mainstay 
Charlie Owen to produce this album of funeral 
songs. None are particularly dark or dirge-
like, which is not necessarily a bad thing. The 
selection of covers and original material makes 
for a very familiar easy-listening album.

57TH AND 9TH
Sting WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
Sting’s latest is a magnanimous gift to fans 
who have kept the faith ever since The Police. 
The rocking ‘I Can’t Stop Thinking About You’ 
is a stylistic throwback, evoking ‘Message 
in a Bottle’ and bringing an edge that Foo 
Fighters fans will enjoy. It and the other tracks 
demonstrate the agelessness of Sting’s sound. 

EARLY YEARS 1967–72:  
CRE/ATION
Pink Floyd 2-CD set $24.95
This two-CD set charts the evolution of Pink 
Floyd and bears witness to the band’s role in 
the cultural revolution of the 1960s and ’70s. 
Early recordings and studio sessions illustrate 
their input to the development of psychedelic 
progressive rock, and other tracks explore 
the Floyd’s story from the time Roger Waters, 
Richard Wright, Nick Mason and Syd Barrett 
first met, through to Syd’s departure and David 
Gilmour’s arrival. 

DOLCE VITA
Jonas Kaufmann  
WAS $24.95 NOW $19.95
Here, Jonas Kaufmann proves why he is the 
most desirable tenor in the world today. He 
sings these Italian songs with exactly the right 
mix of passion and technique. Be transported 
to the heart of Italy with Kaufmann’s 
sumptuous renditions of concert favourites 
such as ‘Mattinata’.

BLUE & LONESOME
Rolling Stones $21.95
It’s been eleven years since their last album, so 
this release has been highly anticipated. With it, 
the Stones have returned to their roots and their 
early passion for blues music. Blue & Lonesome 
sees them tip their hats to the early days when 
they were a blues band playing the music of 
Willy Dixon, Jimmy Reed & Howlin’ Wolf, among 
others. Great stuff.

CITIZEN OF GLASS
Agnes Obel  
WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
This remarkably talented Danish singer-
songwriter uses a luscious mix of instrumentals, 
astounding vocals and beautifully melancholic 
and atmospheric balladry to create an arresting 
album that is sure to sweep you off your feet. 
Highly recommended for fans of Joni Mitchell, 
Portishead, Björk and Bat for Lashes.

CASE/LANG/VEIRS
Neko Case, kd lang & Laura Veirs  
WAS $22.95 NOW $19.95
Written and recorded by these three 
extraordinary musicians between 2013 and 
2015, this album shares the spotlight equally, 
with each of the artist’s gifts and strengths 
complementing the others perfectly. The 
polished lyrics and gorgeous harmonies create 
many beautiful moments.
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IN WAR & PEACE
Joyce DiDonato $24.95
American diva Joyce DiDonato is the reigning 
queen of vocal fireworks. Her latest release, In 
War & Peace: Harmony Through Music, reaffirms 
her title, and highlights her impressive range 
and agile mezzo voice. Listen out for Handel’s 
‘Da Tempesta’ – DiDonato’s spectacular 
coloratura must be heard to be believed.

MANGY LOVE
Cass McCombs  
WAS $22.95 NOW $19.95
Impeccably produced by Elliott Smith 
collaborator Rob Schnapf and featuring 
numerous guest artists including Blake Mills 
and Angel Olsen, this gem of an album by 
American singer-songwriter McCombs is 
politically charged, humorous and captivatingly 
experimental, with an artful juxtaposition of 
tracks that dip into psychedelic, folk, baroque 
pop, funk and reggae.

LET LOVE RULE
Archie Roach WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
This is Archie Roach’s deeply felt and healing 
response to a troubled world. With its mix of 
gospel, blues, folk and country rock, Let Love Rule 
is a soothing shot of faith. One listen to Roach’s 
wonderfully expressive, gravel-voiced jazz/blues 
number ‘Get Back to the Land’ proves that he is 
singing better than ever. The album features a 
huge cast of talented roots-based guitarists, string 
and brass players, as well as choirs and strong 
backing vocals from Emma Donovan.

KEEP ME SINGING
Van Morrison  
WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
It’s been four years since his last album of 
original material, but that doesn’t seem to 
matter. For a while now, Van Morrison has been 
incorporating his signature styles into all of his 
releases. His songs are seeped in R & B, jazz 
and blues, and his lyrics have a symbolism 
and vision that transport you into his story. This 
album is the best thing he has recorded in a 
long while – and that’s really saying something.  

SCHMILCO
Wilco $21.95
This largely acoustic album by Wilco is 
a throwback to earlier releases such as 
Summerteeth and Being There. Well, at first 
listen, anyway. Don’t let the beautiful stories 
sung with such honesty by Jeff Tweedy fool you 
– these simple songs have a lot going on. Listen 
intently and you can hear the wonderful, subtle 
playing by Nels Cline and the rhythm section of 
John Stirratt and Glenn Kotche keep things on 
track. This may just be our album of the year!

SHINE A LIGHT
Billy Bragg & Joe Henry $21.95
Jump a train from Chicago to Los Angeles. 
Whenever the train stops you get out, set up 
your gear and sing songs of the American 
West and of how trains have played a part in 
the history of the great land. For Shine a Light, 
that’s exactly what happened. Billy Bragg 
and Joe Henry sing classic songs by artists 
including Lead Belly, Woody Guthrie and Hank 
Williams, to name a few. Their love of history 
permeates the telling of these songs of love, 
hope and freedom.

75TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION
Joan Baez 2-CD & 1-DVD set $29.95
This fantastic CD/DVD set is a joyous musical 
celebration of Joan Baez’s 75th birthday, 
recorded at the historic Beacon Theatre in New 
York. Musical highlights from every stage of 
Joan’s long and illustrious career are included. 
The guest list includes Jackson Browne, David 
Bromberg, Mavis Staples, Emmylou Harris, the 
Indigo Girls, Mary Chapin Carpenter, Judy Collins, 
David Crosby and Richard Thompson. Wow!

SECULAR HYMNS
Madeleine Peyroux $21.95
Recorded in a parish church in the UK, Peyroux’s 
latest album sees the French-American singer 
and the two other long-standing members of 
her trio capture the essence of great songs by 
Allen Toussaint, Tom Waits, Stephen Foster and 
others. This is an easy record to listen to and 
stands as a testament to Peyroux’s great song 
selection and impeccable musical delivery.

OASIS: SUPERSONIC DVD 
$24.95
From award-winning director Mat Whitecross 
comes this remarkable true story of iconic 
British band Oasis, told in their own words. 
Featuring extensive unseen archival footage, 
Oasis: Supersonic charts the meteoric rise of 
the band from its start in Manchester council 
estates to playing some of the biggest concerts 
of all time in just three short years. Raw and 
moving, it shines a light on one of the most 
generation-defining bands that has ever 
existed. Available 23 November.

REMEMBER US TO LIFE
Regina Spektor $21.95
The seventh studio album from this classically 
trained Russian-born US resident is a layered, 
highly theatrical production featuring an 
intriguing mix of tempos and the artist’s 
usual imaginative lyrics. ‘The Trapper and the 
Furrier’ is probably the stand-out track, though 
everything here is impressive.

THE REAL ROYAL ALBERT 
HALL 1966 CONCERT!
Bob Dylan 2-CD set $24.95
This commemorates in stunning sonic vérité 
the 50th anniversary of the electrifying live 
performances that would forever change the 
sound and direction of rock and pop music. It puts 
a fiery exclamation point on Dylan’s great mid-
sixties creative epoch, during which he produced 
Bringing It All Back Home, Highway 61 Revisited 
and Blonde On Blonde in a mere 18 months.

PERCY GRAINGER:  
COMPLETE MUSIC FOR  
FOUR HANDS, TWO PIANOS
Penelope Thwaites, John Lavender & 
Timothy Young 4-CD set $34.95
Between 1989 and 1991, pianists Penelope 
Thwaites and John Lavender recorded three 
discs of Percy Grainger’s piano music, which 
have now been re-released as a boxed set with 
additional recordings by Timothy Young. It’s 
a wonderful celebration of one of Australia’s 
greatest composers.

NOBODY BUT ME
Michael Bublé $21.95
Michael Bublé is finally giving us an all-new 
album for Christmas! It includes great new pop 
tracks that will charm fans, and also signals a 
departure from his trademark lounge/jazz style. 
The title track ‘Nobody But Me’ has a refreshing 
rap verse by The Roots’ Black Thought – new 
territory for Bublé – and the uplifting ‘I Believe 
in You’ also delights. 

NEW YORK RHAPSODY
Lang Lang WAS $26.95 NOW $21.95
The always popular Chinese pianist Lang 
Lang returns with a homage to the great city 
of New York. Almost every track has someone 
collaborating with the virtuosic pianist and 
many of the songs are instantly recognisable. 
One that is sure to sweep you off your feet is a 
stylised, emotional version of ‘Empire State of 
Mind’ featuring singer Andra Day.
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NEARNESS
Joshua Redman & Brad Mehldau  
WAS $24.95 NOW $21.95
Recorded on a European tour back in 2011, 
Joshua Redman (tenor and alto sax) and 
musical kindred spirit Brad Mehldau (piano) 
make a gift of their unique collaboration, 
piecing together and pulling apart the legacies 
of masters including Thelonious Monk and 
Charlie Parker. 

MOZART 225:  
NEW COMPLETE EDITION
Various artists 200-CD boxed set  
WAS $599.95 NOW $499.95
To mark the 225th anniversary of Mozart’s 
death, Decca and Deutsche Grammophon 
have released a complete boxed set of the 
composer’s work. Featuring 600 soloists and 
60 orchestras in 200 CDs, it also includes a 
new song discovered in 2015. An essential 
collection for Mozart lovers.
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SO FRENCHY SO CHIC 2017
Various artists $24.95
This perennially popular annual compilation had 
Australia listening to Camille before she became 
a JJJ darling, to ‘Fade Out Lines’ before The 
Avener’s remix topped charts across Europe, 
to Yael Naïm’s ‘New Soul’ before it was used to 
advertise Apple’s MacBook Air, and to Lilly Wood 
and the Prick ahead of ‘Prayer C’ becoming 
an international hit. Need we say more?

SKELETON TREE
Nick Cave & the Bad Seeds $19.95
It’s been a while since 2013’s Push The Sky 
Away, but Skeleton Tree was well worth the 
wait. Released concurrently with Cave’s film 
One More Time With Feeling, it is dark, calm 
and sometimes difficult but is – as always with 
Cave – a singularly beautiful work.

TRIO: THE COMPLETE  
TRIO COLLECTION
Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris & Linda 
Ronstadt WAS $39.95 NOW $34.95
Linda Ronstadt, Emmylou Harris and Dolly 
Parton met in the early ’70s and, sharing a 
mutual respect, decided to get together and 
record some of their favourite American songs. 
This complete collection brings together Trio 1  
(1987), Trio 2 (1999) and a third disc of 
unreleased gems from those sessions.

TELEMANN: CONCERTOS & 
CANTATA IHR VÖLKER HÖRT
Florilegium with Clare Wilkinson $29.95
British mezzo-soprano Clare Wilkinson steals the 
show in this lovely Telemann disc. Directed by 
Ashley Solomon, Wilkinson – accompanied by 
baroque ensemble Florilegium – gives a crisp and 
pure performance of Telemann’s stunning cantata 
‘Ihr Völker Hört’, which begins with the apt words 
‘Let there be light’. A gorgeous recording.

THE BEATLES: EIGHT DAYS A 
WEEK, THE TOURING YEARS
WAS $39.95 NOW $29.95
After the Beatles broke into the global music 
consciousness they toured the world for a 
four-year period between 1962 and 1966. Ron 
Howard’s film about this time in history, dubbed 
‘the British Invasion’ by the American media, 
profiles the band as brothers forging their place in 
history – even if they didn’t know it at the time. 

THE FALL: SERIES 3
$29.95
DSI Stella Gibson (Gillian Anderson) and Paul 
Spector (Jamie Dornan) return for the third 
installment of this gripping police drama set 
in Northern Ireland. The motivations of every 
character in this series are difficult to gauge, 
which is what makes it one of the best crime 
shows in recent memory.

THE DURRELLS
$29.95
This six-part UK series is based on Gerald 
Durrell’s Corfu Trilogy, his account of the Durrell 
family’s relocation from Britain to Corfu in the 
1930s. It’s highly entertaining to watch this 
unruly and eccentric family try to make a go of 
things in Greece. An enjoyable and light escape 
that will be perfect holiday viewing this summer.

CHASING ASYLUM
$19.95
Eva Orner’s feature-length documentary about 
Australia’s asylum seeker policy is harrowing to 
watch, but it is vitally important that we all see it. 
A mixture of secret camera footage of detention 
centre inmates and interviews with former 
employees interlaced with political speeches, 
Chasing Asylum isn’t just a call to action; it’s also 
an education for anyone still questioning whether 
Australia’s current policy is just. 

AGATHA RAISIN: SEASON 1
$34.95
This quaint and quirky whodunit is part Miss 
Marple, part Midsomer Murders and part 
Ballykissangel. It follows a successful London 
PR guru as she decides to leave the rat-race and 
move to a sleepy little town in the Cotswolds, 
only to get caught up in trying to solve a murder. 
Agatha must draw on her business experience 
and few friends to help the police get their 
man (or woman). Ashley Jensen from Extras is 
a natural fit as the confident yet anxious heroine.

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN 2:  
HEAVEN ON EARTH 
$29.95
The beautiful and sublime 2004 Swedish film 
As it is in Heaven told the story of a famous 
conductor who returned to his childhood home 
and ended up coaching a local choir. Most of 
the same characters return in this sequel, which 
follows the story of Lena, the love interest of the 
conductor in the first movie.

ANNE OF GREEN GABLES 
$29.95
Reading this Canadian classic is a rite of 
passage for all young literary-minded girls, as 
is watching at least one film or TV adaptation 
of the story. This production is blessed by a 
wonderful performance by newcomer Ella 
Ballentine as Anne Shirley, and is bolstered 
by Martin Sheen’s role as guardian Matthew 
Cuthbert. We never tire of Anne bringing that 
slate down over Gilbert’s head! Free gift: Heidi 
DVD (RRP $12.95) with every copy.

THE AMERICAN WEST 
$34.95
This miniseries produced by Robert Redford’s 
Sundance Company has a cast of virtually 
unknown actors portraying famous characters 
such as Jesse James, Crazy Horse and Wyatt 
Earp. Set in the American West between 1865 
and 1890, just after the Civil War, it depicts a 
time when America became known as the land 
of opportunity. A visual treat.

25
Adele $24.95
‘Hello’ was released in late 2015, but it’s still 
one of the hottest tracks of 2016 and is only 
one of a number of sensational inclusions on 
this album. ‘Send My Love (To Your New Lover)’ 
is the best of all, mixing the singer’s gospel 
tendencies with a Cold War Kids indie-pop riff, 
which is good way to sum up the unique vision 
of 25 and the innovations of its vocal goddess.

YOU WANT IT DARKER
Leonard Cohen $21.95
The iconic poet and singer-songwriter has 
released his 14th album at the ripe old age of 
82 – what an achievement! This great artist 
continues to astonish us with his sharp lyrics 
and wizened voice, and You Want It Darker is 
the latest – hopefully not last – chapter in his 
significant contribution to our musical lives. 

WARRIORS
Lisa Mitchell $21.95
Lisa Mitchell’s latest album features some 
of her most memorable tunes yet, matching 
tender feminine experience with a distinctly 
Australian blend of folk and electro pop. ‘The 
Boys’ and ‘Warhol’ are beautiful tracks full of 
longing and texture and will be two of the big 
chillout hits of this summer.

VERISMO
Anna Netrebko $21.95
Anna Netrebko’s latest album features a 
selection of famous dramatic soprano arias, 
giving the Russian operatic soprano the chance 
to show off the full breadth and depth of her 
luscious voice. Netrebko’s interpretations of 
Puccini arias are distinctive and moving, and 
will surely earn her a place among the greats.

FREE 
GIFT
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THE LIVING AND THE DEAD 
$29.95
This six-part BBC drama tells the story of 
Nathan and Charlotte, a young couple who 
experience a series of strange supernatural 
events when they move to Nathan’s family 
farm in Somerset. The show was created 
by Ashley Pharoah (Ashes to Ashes and 
Life on Mars), who grew up in Somerset 
and has used his intimate knowledge of 
the landscape to add authenticity to this 
intriguing drama.

JEKYLL AND HYDE: SERIES 1
$34.95
A retelling of the famous story by Robert Louis 
Stevenson. Robert Jekyll is living in India with 
his protective foster parents when a near-
tragedy triggers a revelatory moment hinting 
that all may be not as it seems. He is compelled 
to travel to London to learn of his past, and 
there he comes under the spell of his dark other 
half. The settings, scenery and menagerie of 
twisted characters in this British series make 
for great viewing.

JORDSKOTT: SEASON 1
$29.95
This Swedish time bomb is part crime story, 
part mystery, and part supernatural tale. 
Seven years after the disappearance of 
her child, a police detective returns to her 
hometown to sell the family home. But this 
is an ulterior motive – she’s really there to 
investigate the case of a missing child and 
to seek the truth behind her own tragedy, 
which she believes to be still unsolved.

UN VILLAGE FRANÇAIS: 
SEASON 5
$49.95
Set in August 1944, when much of France has 
been liberated but the village of Villeneuve 
in the Jura is still under German occupation, 
the fifth season of this hugely popular series 
depicts abuses by the German military 
stationed in the village and shows how these 
prompt locals to join the ranks of the local 
Résistance. Fantastic viewing for Francophiles 
and WW2 buffs.

THE NIGHT OF 
$39.95
Nasir Khan is an American-Pakistani college 
student in New York City who is accused 
of murder at a difficult time for Muslims in 
America. Written by Richard Price (Clockers) 
and award-winning screenwriter Steven 
Zaillian, this super-gritty HBO crime drama 
is not afraid to address the difficult issues 
shaping the post 9/11 world. Shot in a 
visually distinctive style reminiscent of the 
films of David Fincher, it is as powerful as 
it is topical.

THE MURDERS AT BARLUME
$49.95
Based on the stories by Marco Malvaldi 
and created by the team behind Inspector 
Montalbano, this Italian series features a lovable 
cast and gorgeous scenery (it was filmed on the 
island of Elba in Tuscany). The local bar in the 
fictional Tuscan seaside town of Pineta is the 
scene for bartender Massimo to overhear quirky 
and humorous stories told by his regular patrons, 
stories that almost always lead to a crime. 

MUSTANG
$29.95
Deniz Gamze Ergüven’s 2015 debut film 
is a lyrical, powerful and extraordinarily 
affecting tale of five sisters whose lives are 
turned upside down by an innocent act at 
the start of the summer. Told through the 
eyes of the youngest sister, Lale, the film 
follows the girls as they are sequestered in 
the family home and prepared for arranged 
marriages. The strength of their sisterhood 
is tested as some submit to their fate while 
others fight against it.

LES HOMMES DE L’OMBRE: 
SEASON 1
$39.95
When the French president is killed, his best 
friend and spin-doctors go into overdrive to 
manage the political fallout. A new candidate 
is found to stand against Prime Minister Philip 
Deleuvre, who, though the obvious successor 
as president, isn’t deemed acceptable by the 
late president’s men. Plenty of maneuvering 
in the back rooms of the French capital 
ensures that this superior series rivals Borgen 
for great storytelling.

THE ABSENT ONE
WAS $29.95 NOW $14.95
Past and present converge 
as Copenhagen cold-case 
detectives Morck and Assad try 
to solve the murder of twins, 
while investigating what really 
happened at a posh boarding 
school in the 1990s. 

THE BÉLIER FAMILY
WAS $29.95 NOW $19.95
Building to a heartwarming and 
emotional finale, The Bélier 
Family is a feel-great triumph. 
Louane Emera, making her film 
debut after being discovered in 
the French version of The Voice, 
is a genuine revelation as she 
lends both sincerity and joy to 
this deeply moving film.

DOWNTON ABBEY: 
SEASONS ONE–SIX: THE 
COMPLETE COLLECTION
WAS $119.95 NOW $79.95
Enjoy all six seasons of this 
acclaimed series. It offers all the 
highs and lows, joy and sorrow, 
that millions of viewers across 
the globe have grown to love. 

THE ENID BLYTON 
COLLECTION 
WAS $79.95 NOW $49.95
This new eight-disc collection 
contains Enid – the recent 
biopic of the writer’s life starring 
Helena Bonham Carter – as well 
as The Adventure Series and 
The Secret Series.

45 YEARS
WAS $29.95 NOW $19.95
Anchored by sensational 
performances from Charlotte 
Rampling and Tom Courtenay,  
45 Years is an intimate, moving 
and beautiful portrait of a 
marriage shaken to its core  
by things left unspoken. 

HOUSE OF CARDS: THE 
COMPLETE FIRST FOUR 
SEASONS
WAS $124.95 NOW $89.95
Kevin Spacey and Robin Wright 
star in this tale of political greed 
and corruption. As the series 
unfolds, the dynamic between 
the two main characters slowly 
changes to the point where the 
president’s greatest adversary 
may well be his first lady.

THE LEGACY: SERIES 1 & 2
WERE $59.95 (SERIES 1)  
& $44.95 (SERIES 2)  
NOW $34.95 EACH
Following the death of 
progressive and internationally 
renowned artist Veronika 
Grønnegaard, her four adult 
children – all of whom have been 
affected in different ways by their 
unorthodox upbringing – receive 
a shock when their mother’s will 
is read. From the makers of The 
Killing and Borgen.

THE NIGHT MANAGER
WAS $39.95 NOW $24.95
Former soldier Jonathan Pine 
(Tom Hiddleston) is recruited 
to infiltrate the criminal 
element involved in supplying 
weapons, but finds that the 
lines between right and wrong 
are sometimes blurred. Based 
on John Le Carré’s novel of the 
intelligence community and its 
uncomfortable relationship with 
the arms trade.

NORSKOV
WAS $49.95 NOW $34.95
The windswept town of 
Norskov lies in the arctic north 
of Denmark. When the local 
drug problem escalates, police 
investigator Tom Noack comes 
home to help. Slow-burning and 
superior television.

OCCUPIED: SERIES 1
WAS $39.95 NOW $29.95
When Norway halts production 
of oil in the North Sea in favor 
of a greener alternative, the 
rest of Europe goes into a panic 
and sends the Russians in to 
intervene and put things back on 
track. However, this is easier said 
than done. Based on a story by 
Jo Nesbø.

PEGGY GUGGENHEIM:  
ART ADDICT
WAS $29.95 NOW $19.95
A fascinating compendium 
of the greatest 20th-century 
art, showcased through the 
wild and iconoclastic life of 
one of the most influential and 
powerful art collectors in history. 
Includes generous excerpts 
from Jacqueline Bograd Weld’s 
1978–79 taped interviews with 
the woman herself, which offer 
scandalous vignettes aplenty.

TRAPPED: SEASON 1
WAS $39.95 NOW $29.95
A ferry brings passengers to a 
port in Iceland and a mutilated 
body is found by the shore – 
everyone is a suspect and the 
ferry is stranded. As the small 
police team discover, secrets and 
danger are everywhere.

UN VILLAGE FRANÇAIS: 
SERIES 1–4 
WERE $49.95 EACH  
NOW $34.95 EACH
This series has taken France by 
storm. Confronting the difficult 
subject of French collaboration 
with the Germans during WW2, it 
details the lives of the people in a 
fictional town in rural France and 
shows how the machinations 
of war lead some to collaborate 
with the Nazis.

VERA: SERIES 1–6
WAS $99.95 NOW $79.95 
Brenda Blethyn stars as Vera 
Stanhope, a DCI with the 
Northumberland police. Vera isn’t 
the easiest person to work with 
– let alone get to know – but she 
and her small team get to the 
bottom of most cases. Based on 
the novels by Ann Cleeves. 

WAR & PEACE 
WAS $29.95 NOW $19.95
This new BBC adaptation of 
Tolstoy’s novel is brought to 
us by Andrew Davies, the man 
responsible for the best-known TV 
literary adaptation of recent times, 
1996’s Pride and Prejudice. 

YOUNG MONTALBANO: 
VOLUMES 1 & 2
WERE $49.95 EACH  
NOW $34.95 EACH
Season 2 of the Montalbano 
prequel gives us some insight 
into how Salvo became the man 
millions of fans have come to 
love. As always, the plot involves 
relationships, crimes and plenty 
of great food.

Summer specials
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PROJECT MANAGER: VIRGINIA MAXWELL. REVIEWS: MICHALIA ARATHIMOS, JANET AUSTIN, STELLA CHARLS, 
BRONTE COATES, BORIS HALL, MAX HANDSAKER, LORIEN KAYE, SALLY KEIGHERY, DAVID MCCLYMONT, VIRGINIA 
MAXWELL, JOANNE SHIELLS & VERONICA SULLIVAN. EDITOR: VIRGINIA MAXWELL. PROOFREADER: VERONICA 
SULLIVAN. COVER ILLUSTRATOR: OSLO DAVIS. DESIGNER: MARY CALLAHAN. PRINTER: HANNANPRINT VICTORIA.

ORDER FORM
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Postcode                              Tel (BH)
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Cheque enclosed o				Please charge my credit card:  MC o   VISA o   AMEX o
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Expiry date          /           Card verification code             

Name on card

Cardholder’s signature

o Please send me information about your newsletter and events

Fax or mail your completed form to the address indicated under shop details (see right). 
Alternatively, order by telephone, email or via our website.  

 TITLE QUANTITY PRICE

SUBTOTAL $

PLUS DELIVERY $9.00

TOTAL $

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A LIBRARY OF BOOKS!
To win a selection of books featured in this catalogue (total value approximately $8000), answer the questions 
scattered throughout the guide, write your answers on the form below, attach it to a receipt from the purchase 
of a book from this guide and return to one of our shops by 5pm on THURSDAY 2 FEBRUARY 2017. NB: your 
purchase must be from one of our shops and can be used for this SRG competition entry only – to enter both it 
and our China: The Cookbook competition you must make two purchases and have two receipts.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Entries must be received by 5pm on Thursday 2 February 2017. The prize will be drawn at Gleebooks at 5pm on Friday 
10 February 2017. The winners will be notified by post and announced in The Australian newspaper on Wednesday 15 
February 2017. Employees of participating bookshops are not permitted to enter the competition. Promoter: Gleebooks, 
49 Glebe Point Road, Glebe NSW 2037. Tel: (02) 9660 2333. NSW Permit No. LTPS/16/08134.
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Postcode                            Tel (BH)

Email address

(Express and overseas rates available on request)
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WIN A GOURMET TRIP  
TO HONG KONG!
To celebrate the publication of China: The Cookbook, the SRG and Phaidon Press are giving 
customers the chance to win a trip to Hong Kong. The prize includes a flight voucher worth 
$1800, 3 nights accommodation for two people at the Kowloon Shangri-La and a dinner for  
two at the Shangri-La’s Michelin-starred restaurant Shang Palace, where chef Mok Kit  
Keung presents Cantonese specialties that evoke the grandeur of traditional China. To enter  
the draw, purchase a copy of China: The Cookbook (see p16) from our shop, attach a proof  

of your purchase to this form and mail to our shop so that it is received by 5pm on Thursday 2 February 2017. 
The prize will be drawn at Gleebooks on Friday 10 February 2017 and announced in The Australian newspaper on 
Wednesday 15 February 2017. Employees of participating bookshops are not permitted to enter the competition. 
Promoter: Gleebooks, 49 Glebe Point Road, Glebe, NSW 2037. Tel: (02) 9660 2333. NSW Permit No. LTPS/16/08136.

Your name
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Postcode                            Tel (BH)
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